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Bowers  and  Merena  C/alleries,  Inc.  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  Ni  l  03894 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  present 

The  N  orweb  Collection  of 
Canadian  Decimal  Coins 

November  15,  1996  —  Baltimore,  Maryland 


Coming  in  November  will  be  one  of  the 
most  spectacular  auctions  of  our  time.  Cross 
ing  the  block  will  be  over  600  lots  representing  the 
most  complete  and  highest  quality  collection  of  Canadian 
decimal  coins  ever  assembled.  Offered  will  be  such 
gems  as  1 872-H  silver  coins  in  high  Mint  State  levels  and 
high  Proof  levels  which  are  among  the  finest  of  their 
kind,  and  in  some  instances  unique.  Among  popular 
rarities  are  the  1921  Canadian  half  dollar,  called  -***£ 
the  "King  of  Canadian  coins,”  which  is  a  su¬ 
perb  Gem  Mint  State  example,  and  the  1 92 1 
silver  five-cent  piece — called  the  "Prince  of 
Canadian  coins,” — which  is  likewise  a  su¬ 
perb  Gem.  Often  a  particularvariety  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  a  Proof  striking  and  a  high-grade 
business  striking!  Many  interesting  die  varieties, 
dates,  and  so  on,  are  represented  as  well. 

The  cataloguer,  Q.  David  Bowers,  worked  with  the 
entire  research  staff  to  create  a  catalogue  that  has  no 
equal  in  Canadian  numismatic  history.  Each  issue  will  be 
described  in  complete  detail,  including  numismatic,  his¬ 
toric,  and  technical  considerations.  The  result  will  be  a 
combination  auction  catalogue  and  permanent  reference 
that  will  stand  as  a  record  to  the  finest  collection  ever  offered 
and,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  guide  to  the  series. 

The  coins  of  the  Provinces  are  superb  as  well,  with  a  half 
dozen  gem  Proof  examples  of  the  1865-1888  Newfoundland 
gold  coins  plus  all  varieties  in  that  range,  Proof  coins  of 
Queen  Victoria,  presentation  issues,  and  more. 

The  coins  of  British  Columbia  are  highlighted  by  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  finest  of  just  three  known  1 862  $20  pieces 
in  gold,  one  of  which  is  permanently  impounded  in  the  British 
Museum,  another  striking  of  the  $20  in  silver,  and  an  impres¬ 
sion  of  the  $10  in  silver.  For  many  years  the  1862  British 
Columbia  $20  has  been  the  focal  point  of  the  Canadian  series, 
and  very  few  have  ever  been  seen  by  even  advanced  specialists. 

Pattern  coins  of  Canada  and  the  Provinces  number 
more  than  three  dozen  pieces — the  largest  offering 
ever  to  cross  the  auction  block.  Some  issues  are 


unique.  A  "typical"  Canadian  collection  may  have  one  pattern, 
two  patterns,  or  none  at  all. 

Ambassadorand  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  collected  coins 
for  many  decades,  and  were  prime  customers  of 
Spink  and  Son,  Ltd.,  H.  Baldwin  and  Sons,  Ltd., 
of  London,  and  New  Netherlands  Coin  Com¬ 
pany,  of  New  York  City,  who  gave  the 
Norwebs  first  chance  at  all  the  rarities 
they  acquired  over  a  long  period  of 
time.  Mrs.  Emery  Norweb  was  a  nu¬ 
mismatist  for  over  six  decades  of  her 
life,  and  began  her  interest  as  a  child 
shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 
The  life  of  the  Norwebs  was  chronicled  in 
the  book:  The  Norweb  Collection.  A n  American 
Legacy,  by  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers. 

The  NorwebCollectionofCanadian  Decimal 
Coins  is  available  in  a  special  catalogue  anticipated  to  be 
several  hundred  pages  in  size  containing  hundreds  of  photo¬ 
graphs,  detailed  introduction,  history  of  the  Canadian  series, 
and  descriptions  of  over  600  lots.  Copies  are  available  in  the 
following  form: 

1.  Regular  edition  softbound  catalogue  to  be  mailed  in 
October  1 996,  with  prices  realized  to  be  mailed  after  the  sale. 
$50.00.  Special  pre-publication  price:  $40.00  plus  $5  postage 
for  U  S.  or  Canadian  addresses. 

2.  Deluxe  Hardbound  Library  Limited  Edition  to  be  spe¬ 
cially  bound  afterthe  sale  (including  prices  realized).  $80.00. 
Special  pre-publication  price:  $65.00  plus  $5  postage. 

3.  Combination  package:  A  working  copy  for  use  in  bidding 
( regular  price  $50) ,  plusthe  Deluxe  Hardbound  Edition  (regu¬ 
lar  price  $80.00).  Special  pre-publication  offer:  $100,  plus  $5 
postage  to  U.S.  or  Canadian  addresses.  (For  other  addresses 
add  $20  U.S.  for  air  delivery  of  the  working  copy.) 

The  auction  will  be  held  at  the  Marriott  Inner 
Harbor  Hotel  next  to  the  Baltimore  Convention 
Center  on  November  15,  1996. 


^■ryD^ 

Jen’s  Desk 


Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  # 113 .  Our  cover  features  a  few 
coins  available  from  our  Direct  Sales  Department  each  of  which  was 
struck  at  Colorado’s  Denver  Mint.  But  perhaps  you  noticed  even 
more  the  beautiful  photograph  taken  by  staff  photographer  Doug 
Plasencia.  Doug  recently  returned  from  the  American  Numismatic 
Association’s  photography  course  held  this  summer  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Obviously  we  got  our  money’s  worth  as  he  took  some  great  shots,  this  one  in  the 
“Garden  of  the  Gods,”  just  outside  Colorado  Springs. 

Speaking  of  Colorado,  it  s  ANA  Convention  time  out  in  Denver  and  a  lot  of  our  staff 
is  there,  but  some  of  us  had  to  stay  behind  and  hold  down  the  fort  in  Wolfeboro  (not  too 
much  of  a  hardship  as  the  weather  has  been  really  beautiful  here  lately).  In  fact,  not  only 
do  we  have  to  stay  here,  but  Dave  and  Ray  actually  expect  us  to  put  out  a.  Rare  Coin  Review! 

Luckily,  we  don’t  shy  away  from  a  challenge  here  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Graphics 
Department,  and,  Dave  did  manage  to  get  all  the  editorial  pieces  done  before  he  headed 
off  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  However,  it  wasn’t  until  he  was  gone  that  we  realized  that 
he  hadn’t  written  his  traditional  message  for  page  one.  So  while  I’m  no  Dave  Bowers  (and 
really  who  but  Dave  is?),  1  figured  I  could  string  a  few  sentences  together  to  welcome  you 
to  this,  our  1 13th  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review. 

It’s  been  a  whirlwind  of  activity  these  days.  Our  September  1996  catalogue  of  The 
Collections  of  Gary  L.  Burhop  and  Mel  W.  Davis  is  at  the  printers  and  it  just  may  be  on 
its  way  to  our  mailing  list  as  people  head  home  from  the  convention.  There  are  some  great 
coins  in  this  sale  including  some  fabulous  Canadian  and  world  issues.  We  are  also  in  the 
midst  of  two  catalogues  for  our  November  auction  to  be  held  in  Baltimore  November  1 4- 
16  in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention.  Two  fine 
collections  will  be  highlighted:  The  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian  coins  and  the 
Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  of  United  States  coins.  Our  auction  season  just  seems 
to  get  busier  and  busier,  but  that’s  okay  with  us  because  that  shows  a  strong  and  active 
market  for  coins. 

In  our  Direct  Sales  Department,  Gail  Watson  and  Mark  Borckardt  have  been 
working  hard  all  summer  purchasing  coins,  filling  want  lists,  and  taking  care  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  clients.  If  you  don't  have  a  want  list  on  file  with  us,  you 
might  want  to  send  one  in.  In  that  way  not  only  do  you  have  first  chance  at  items  that 
we  purchase,  but  our  buyers  will  specifically  search  for  the  coins  you  need.  Likewise,  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  offers  collectors  a  way  to  automatically  build  their 
collections  while  receiving  special  discounts  and  first  chance  at  new  purchases.  If  you 
would  like  information  on  either  of  these  programs,  call  Gail  at  1-800-222-3993. 

We  know  that  once  Gail  and  Mark  get  back  from  Denver,  there  will  be  hundreds  (if 
not  thousands)  of  new  purchases  to  be  inventoried  and  sent  out  to  our  Want  List,  C.P.P. 
and  mailing  list  customers.  As  always,  we  guarantee  that  anything  you  purchase  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  will  meet  with  your  satisfaction  or  we  will  refund  your  money,  no 
questions  asked.  Our  objective  is  to  bring  you  the  best  quality,  value  for  the  price  paid, 
and  personal  service  you  II  find  anywhere  in  numismatics.  Whether  you  are  a  collector 
purchasing  from  Direct  Sales  or  one  of  our  auctions,  a  connoisseur  of  numismatic  books, 
or  a  consignor  to  one  of  our  sales,  we  will  treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated. 

Try  us  out!  Look  through  this  Rare  Coin  Review ,  choose  coins  (call  Gail  Watson) 
or  books  (call  Mary  Tocci)  that  interest  you  and  call  1  -800-222-3993  to  reserve  them. 
Or  use  the  handy  order  blank  printed  on  the  inside  back  cover  of  this  issue  (ifyou  don’t 
want  to  tear  it  off,  just  make  a  photocopy  and  send  that  in).  Either  way,  you  can  look 
forward  to  some  great  coins  heading  your  way.  We  know  you’ll  be  pleased;  in  (act  we 
guarantee  it! 

Thanks  for  your  business  and  friendship, 


Jen  Meers 

Manager,  Graphics  Department 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  colo¬ 
nial  coins,  a  field  that  encompasses  pieces  produced 
by  the  various  colonies  and  states  prior  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  coins  produced  else¬ 
where  and  circulated  in  the  United  States,  and  as¬ 
sociated  issues.  Attributions  are  to  standard  sources 
including  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins, 
Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper,  Noe  and  others.  As 
a  good  general  reference,  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s 
monumental  1875  work,  Early  Coins  of  America,  in 
print  form,  has  never  been  superseded.  Walter  Breens 
Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Coins  is  exceedingly 
valuable  as  well.  Information  in  both  of  these  vol¬ 
umes,  if  retained,  will  go  a  long  way  toward  mak¬ 
ing  you  an  expert  and  enthusiast. 

In  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer 
a  wide  variety  of  such  pieces — in  all  grades  and  price 
ranges.  Each  coin  is  offered  with  a  30-day  return 
privilege,  giving  you  time  to  check  it  carefully.  No 
two  colonial  coins  are  alike,  due  to  the  peculiarities 
of  their  dies,  the  crude  conditions  under  which  they 
were  struck,  variations  in  metal,  and  so  on. 

We  have  always  enjoyed  the  colonial  American  se¬ 
ries  and  commend  it  to  your  interest  and  attention. 

Handsome  AU  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Large  Planchet 


1652  Noe-1 1.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  AU-50. 

69.74  grains.  Virtually  round  planchet,  and 
quite  handsome  as  such.  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Abundant  traces  of  mint  frost  in  protected 
areas.  Small  planchet  rim  split  from  striking 
pressure,  just  past  N  of  IN.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men — actually  quite  exceptional — of  one  of  the 
most  famous,  most  storied  of  all  early  American 
coins.  Ask  to  see  it  on  approval . 5,925 

The  large  planchet  1 652-dated  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree 
shilling  is  probably  the  most  storied  of  all  early  American 
coins.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  wrote  a  fascinating  tale  involv¬ 
ing  the  coiner  of  these  pieces,  and  down  through  the  years 
many  other  narratives  have  appeared  as  well,  several  of  which 


will  be  delineated  in  the  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin 
Hoards  and  Treasures. 

With  the  solitary  exception  of  1662-dated  Oak  Tree  sil¬ 
ver  twopence,  all  dated  Massachusetts  silver  coins  of  the 
Willow  Tree,  Oak  Tree,  and  Pine  Tree  types  are  identified 
with  the  year  1652,  referring  to  the  time  they  were  first  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  Massachusetts  General  Court.  Coinage  of 
the  pieces  continued  through  the  early  1680s.  For  at  least 
the  next  several  decades  Pine  Tree  shillings  and  related  issues 
were  seen  in  commerce  in  the  northeastern  section  of  the 
British  colonies  in  America.  Today  they  are  eminently  col¬ 
lectible,  and  attractive  pieces  such  as  the  one  offered  here 
can  be  obtained  for  relatively  moderate  prices  considering 
their  quality. 

Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  Over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear.  A 
very  handsome  specimen.  Elephant  well  defined 
on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most  lettering  clear, 
and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  defined.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in  the  early 
colonial  series,  and  over  the  years  whenever  a 
specimen  has  been  offered  it  has  created  a  great 
deal  of  attention.  The  present  coin,  very  attrac¬ 
tive,  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  the  collection  of  its 
next  owner . 4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered 
piece  was  to  circulate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  settlements  there.  Most  examples  probably  circu¬ 
lated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

Rare  Bolen  Silver  (1737)  Higley 
1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  Italian  2  lire.  Kenney-4.  Mine 
State  with  light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply 
struck  and  defined  with  excellent  details.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized  of 
Bolen’s  productions.  Richard  D.  Kenney  in 
Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins  stated  that 
just  two  were  struck  in  this  metal . 2,650 

John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a 
prominent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare 


early  American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that 
might  otherwise  lack  them.  He  was  careful  to  mark  his  pro¬ 
ductions  with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present 
instance  with  a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other 
differences;  cf.  Kenney,  p.  9). 

1760  Voce  Populi.  halfpenny.  Zelinka-6-C.  Rarity- 
2.  VF-30.  Glossy  light  brown.  A  beauty!  ..345 

1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Breen-1141. 
With  wreath  in  place  of  the  effaced  vlugtende 
(“fleeing”).  AU-53  (PCGS).  Copper  composi¬ 
tion  (“brass”).  A  high-grade,  attractive  specimen 
of  this  issue  with  inscriptions  and  devices  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Revolutionary  War . 1,695 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  Rays.  Crosby 
3-C.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Old  scratch  at  date.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  planchet.  Well  struck  and  well 
defined.  An  especially  high-grade  specimen  of 
this  interesting  issue . 1,275 

The  Blunt  Rays  type  has  the  reverse  inscription  mis¬ 
spelled  CONSTELATIO.  The  same  die  was  used  with  a 
1785-dated  obverse.  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  from  a 
late  state  of  the  obverse  die  with  breaks  at  ER  and  a  cud  break 
at  rim  with  branch  extending  to  ornament  separating  S  and  J. 

1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  rays. 

CONSTELATIO  spelling.  EF-40 . 450 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  10-L.  Period  after 
MASSACHUSETTS.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  a 
slightly  higher  grade,  but  lightly  porous.  Quite 
attractive  overall . 455 

From  Lester  Merkins  sale  of  June  1970,  Lot 589- 

1786  Connecticut.  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and 
brown  surfaces . 330 

1787  Connecticut  M-l .  1-A  Small  head.  Slight  po¬ 
rosity.  106.6  grains.  VG-10 . 265 

This  is  one  of  the  great  classics  attributed  to  Machin's 
Mills.  The  small  portrait  gives  it  an  attractive  cameo-like 
appearance. 

Operated  by  Captain  Thomas  Machin,  who  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  distinguished  himself  by  engineering  the 
stretching  of  the  chain  across  the  Hudson  River  at  West  Point 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  ships  beyond  that  point,  the  coin¬ 
age  facility  was  located  at  the  outlet  of  Orange  Pond  near 
present-day  Newburgh,  New  York.  The  facility  officially 
struck  some  coins  (such  as  Vermont  coppers  under  a  contrac¬ 
tual  arrangement),  but  the  main  production  seems  to  have 
been  imitating  or  counterfeiting  the  issues  of  others,  includ¬ 
ing  in  particular  the  state  of  Connecticut  and  the  regal 
halfpence  of  George  III  of  England. 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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colonial  anim’oitkk  coins 


1787  Connecticut.  Ml7-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  Connecticut.  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 393 

1787  Connecticut.  M31.1-r.4.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 

defect  on  rim . 145 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 235 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z  5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-12 . 179 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  “Skeleton  Hand”  variety,  so  called 
from  the  appearance  of  the  branch  arm  and 
hand  of  the  seated  figure  on  the  reverse.  VF- 

25 .  395 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.7-R.2.  F-15.  Very  faint 

porosity. . 135 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.36-T.2.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
“Skeleton  Hand,”  a  reflection  of  the  bony  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  arm  and  hand.  A  reappearance 
of  the  same  reverse  die  used  to  coin  M33.5-T.2. 
VF-25.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still 
seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking 
up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety). 
Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces;  a  superb 

piece  overall . . . 275 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 895 

1787  Connecticut.  M37.3-i.  Rarity-3.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 275 

1787  Connecticut.  M43.1-Y.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and 
detail  for  the  grade . 175 

1788  Connecticut.  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

1788  Connecticut.  Ml  1-G.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 
15 .  170 

1786  New  Jersey.  Maris-17-K.  Rarity-4.  F-12. 235 

Obverse  with  horses  head  and  inscription  NOVA 
QtSAREA  (New  Jersey),  date  below.  Reverse  with  shield 
and  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM.  This  general  motif  was  contin¬ 
ued  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1788. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M32-T.  F-15-  Late  die  state.  275 
1787  New  Jersey.  M46-e.  Small  Planchet,  Plain 

Shield.  F-12  (PCGS);  conservatively  graded,  in 
our  opinion;  we  have  no  problem  calling  it  VF- 

20 . •. . 295 

Late  state  of  obverse  die  with  bulge  above  date. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  F-15  (PCGS)  or  a  bit 
better,  with  some  serious  claims  to  VF-20. 265 

Late  state  of  reverse  die  with  massive  diagonal  break  from 


Ask  to  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent 
to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In  that  way 
you  can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the 
piece.  These  early  coins  are  very  attractive 
and  interesting,  and  often  in-person  in¬ 
spection  is  more  revealing  than  are  short 
descriptions  in  the  present  listing. 


upper  left  to  lower  right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 

shield .  129 

1  87  New  Jersey.  M64-t.  Small  planchet.  VF-20 
(PCGS).  Somewhat  irregular  planchet  surfaces, 
especially  on  the  reverse,  where  certain  of  the 
original  planchet  characteristics  ate  visible  on  the 

shield . 375 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  BR-1 147.  EF-40.  Ob¬ 
verse  design  similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped 

Bust  Left  coppers . 825 

1789  Mott  token.  B-1020.  Thick  Planchet. 
166.64  grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive 

piece .  1,150 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1022.  Thick  Planchet. 
202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1,150 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1 807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later.  An  1 842  New  York  City  directory  in  our  reference 
library  lists  Mott  in  two  places — as  jewelry  retailers  and  as 
jewelry  manufacturers.  Does  any  reader  have  more  infor¬ 
mation? 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Lancaster 
edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR 
BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so 
fine! . 1,295 

The  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Hoards  and  Trea¬ 
sures,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  with  Michael  J.  Hodder  as  re¬ 
search  associate,  will  discuss  over  1 00  “finds’’  of  interesting 
American-related  coins,  including  a  chapter  about  Kentucky 
tokens. 

Kentucky  token,  undated,  circa  1792.  Plain  edge. 

AU-50 . 350 

1783  Washington  token.  Breen-1203.  Baker-4. 
Large  Military  Bust.  VF-20.  T.W.I.  and  E.S. 
engraver  and  designer  signatures  on  reverse. 
Light  brown  surfaces . 295 

It  is  interesting  that  Washington  in  his  time  received 
very  little  criticism  concerning  his  conduct  as  president  of 
the  United  States.  What  a  refreshing  situation  this  is  in  com¬ 
parison  to  todays  constant  harangue  concerning  those  in 
office  and  seeking  office,  their  personal  misdeeds  real  or 
imagined,  and  other  “news.”  A  recent  commentary  on  Na¬ 
tional  Public  Radio  said  that  in  today’s  era  a  typical  president 
spends  the  first  two  years  of  his  term  getting  things  done, 
even  if  they  may  not  be  of  a  popular  nature.  Then,  the  last 
two  years  are  spent  trying  to  please  everyone  in  a  bid  for  re- 
election. 

1795  Breen-1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS- 
60.  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown 
with  some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 595 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establish¬ 
ment  was  on  Wormwood  St.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Wash¬ 
ington  and  eulogistic  inscription;  reverse  with  coal-burn¬ 
ing  fireplace  and  grate,  with  inscriptions  pertaining  to  Clark 
&C  Harris. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Newman  6-W.l.  Rar- 
ity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splendid  specimen 
in  every  respect.  Just  purchased . 1,895 

A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  privately  under  contract,  there  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 


llaHOnls 

Commentary:  Half  cents  have  always  been 
popular  in  American  numismatics,  but  they  have 
taken  a  back  seat  to  the  far  greater  amount  of  at¬ 
tention  it  paid  to  contemporary  cents.  Perhaps 
th  is  is  all  for  the  best,  as  on  a  comparative  basis, 
half  cents  are  several  orders  rarer  than  their  larger 
cousins. 

Half  cents  seem  to  have  fallen  “through  the 
cracks”  in  American  coinage,  and  although  they  ap¬ 
parently  circulated  with  some  intensity  in  the  1 8th 
century,  the  story  of  distribution  in  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury  is  rather  erratic,  with  large  gaps  in  the  coin¬ 
age  years.  Your  editor  is  a  student  of  American  his¬ 
tory  and  is  always  looking  for  contemporary  ac¬ 
counts  in  newspapers,  magazines,  and  other  places 
concerning  the  specific  use  of  coins  in  circulation. 
Although  mentions  of  transactions  ending  in  half 
cents  are  very  common,  such  as  invoice  notations 
for  37-1/2  cents,  we  have  seen  very  little  in  print 
specifically  about  half  cent  coins. 

The  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  o  ffers 
a  very  nice  selection  of  Draped  Bust  half  cents  be¬ 
ginning  in  1804  and  continuing  for  several  years 
thereafter,  following  which  will  be  found  some  de¬ 
sirable  Classic  Head  issues,  concluding  with 
Braided  Hair  types  of  the  1840s  and  1850s.  Mark 
Borckardt,  Ray  Merena,  and  I  have  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  buying  these  pieces  for  our  stock — and 
copper  coins,  more  than  any  other  series,  require 
close  scrutiny.  We  believe  that  you  will  be  pleasantly 
rewarded  with  nice  quality  when  you  receive  your 
order — whether  the  pieces  you  order  are  well  worn 
or  are  close  to  Mint  State. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  “B”  and  “C” 
numbers  from  Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

Sharp  Mint  State  1800  Half  Cent 
1800  Breen-1,  Cohen-1.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  some  lighter 
tinges,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Very  well 
struck  and  finely  detailed  including  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  hair  on  the  obverse  and  in  the  leaf 
veins  on  the  reverse .  2,895 

This  marks  the  first  appearance  of  the  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  in  the  half  cent  denomination,  the  motif  having  been 
used  earlier  in  other  series,  first  on  the  silver  dollars  of  1 795. 
The  portrait  was  from  noted  artist  Gilbert  Stuart’s  image  of 
a  Newport  socialite. 

1800  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 450 

1804  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-3.  Crosslet  4.  With  stems. 

VF-20 . 2 00 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

The  “spike"  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  en¬ 
graving  tool. 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 

1 804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  F-l  5 .  8 - 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Rarity-2.  Crosslet  4.  With  Stems. 

F-12 . "‘I 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  MS-63 
BN  (NGC).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces;  lus 
trous.  Ideal  for  the  type  collector  as  well  as  the 
specialist . 1 ,950 
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1804  B-9.  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  MS-62 

BN  \NACS> . 1,750 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-40  or 

finer.  Some  glossy  lustre  near  rims . 350 

1804  B-10,  C-l  3.  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich, 

lustrous  brown  surfaces . 1,050 

1804  B-12,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1 804  B-l  2,  C-l  1 .  F-l  2.  Small  planchet  clip . 89 

1804  B-12,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 

VG-8 . 85 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Stemless.  VF-20 . 75 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light 
brown  and  olive  surfaces . 895 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6.  VG-8.  Uneven  strike.  39 

1 807  B-l ,  C-l .  EF-45.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A 
very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  usually 
seen  in  significantly  lower  grades,  Good  to  Fine 
being  typical.  Rare  so  nice!  Die  State  III.  .519 

1809/6  (9  over  inverted  9).  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  275 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  date.  AU-55  (NGC).  Some 

traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30.  Perfect  obverse  die . 325 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 340 

This  is  the  first  production  of  half  cents  since  the  coin¬ 
age  suspension  of  1811. 

1826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35 . 235 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 85 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  the  very 

finest  seen.  A  nice  mixture  of  fiery  mint  red 
with  lustrous  brown.  An  excellent  candidate  for 
a  type  set  or  specialized  collection . 1,495 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 80 


Gem  Proof  1841  Rarity 
Original,  Large  Berries 


1841  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN. 
Original.  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of 
this  famous  issue,  a  coin  combining  superb 
quality  with  classic  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are 


Help! 

Contrary  to  most  businesses,  our  main 
problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them! 
With  this  in  mind,  when  time  comes  for 
you  to  sell  your  choice,  carefully  gathered 
[  collection  please  remember  us.  We  are 
l  always  eager  buyers  outright  for  anything 
we  can  use  for  our  inventory  and  for  our 
|  clients’  want  lists,  and,  in  addition,  are 
always  seeking  consignments  for  our  pa¬ 
rade  of  auction  sales. 


light  brown  with  ample  original  mint  red  and 
iridescent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of 
the  very  finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few 
dozen  known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 


Classic  1841  Original 


1841  Original.  B-l.  Rarity-6.  EF-45.  80.2  grains. 
A  splendid  coin  with  attractively  toned  surfaces. 
Very  sharp  detail.  A  find  for  the  numismatist 
seeking  a  beautiful  but  relatively  inexpensive 
example  of  this  Proof-only  date.  You’ll  like  this 
one!  . 2,850 

When  you  stop  to  think  about  it,  the  offering  of  this 
piece  for  $2,850 — considering  that  only  a  few  dozen  are 
known  in  all  of  numismatics — is  really  quite  inexpensive.  This 
points  up  one  of  many  situations  in  which  some  searching 
among  19th-century  coins  can  disclose  the  availability  of  great 
rarities  for  less  than  one  would  pay  for  relatively  common 
20th-century  coins. 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  date.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  A  few  normal  marks  away  from  MS- 
62  or  63.  Very  sharp.  A  nice  specimen  of  the 
only  business  strike  issue  of  the  decade  of  the 
1840s . 450 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Avery  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  one  of  the  scarcer  1849-1857 
Braided  Hair  business  strike  issues,  especially  at 
high  levels.  Somewhat  scarce  and  unappreciated 


in  this  grade . 1 ,995 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 249 

1 850  B-l ,  C-2.  EF-40.  Somewhat  scarcer  than  gen¬ 
erally  believed . 1 50 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 179 

1851  B-l,  C-l,  AU-55 . 159 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 99 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30.  . . 65 

1 854  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

with  lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 975 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 139 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer . 1,595 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 149 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 155 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 
brown.  Scarce  so  fine  (in  fact,  scarce  in  any 
grade).  We  always  buy  1856  and  1 857  half  cents 
whenever  we  can  find  high  quality  coins  lor 
reasonable  prices . 445 

James  Ross  Snowden,  director  of  the  Mint  when  these 
were  coined,  wrote  that  most  of  the  1857  half  cents,  already 
a  small  mintage,  were  melted  and  not  released. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 375 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 250 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45  (P( )GS) . 159 


Large  Units 

Commentary:  The  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  is  rich  in  its  offering  of  large  cents.  Among 
the  selection  will  be  found  rarities  such  as  1793, 
the  scarce  1809,  the  elusive  1821  and  1823,  and 
many  others,  including  high-grade  examples  of  vari¬ 
ous  dates. 


High-Grade  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 
the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  the 
EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 8,950 

Over  the  years  the  possession  of  a  beautiful  1 793  Wreath 
cent  has  been  a  mark  of  distinction  for  any  numismatist.  Of 
the  entire  universe  of  extant  1793  cents  of  this  general  de¬ 
sign,  perhaps  several  thousand  in  all,  most  are  in  lower  grades 
from  About  Good  through  VG,  after  which  will  be  found 
some  Fines,  an  occasional  VF,  an  even  more  occasional  EF 
(as  here  offered),  and,  rarely,  an  example  higher. 

There  is  something  very  special  about  a  1793  cent  in 
any  grade.  A  piece  such  as  the  beautiful  EF-40  Sheldon-8 
offered  here  is  very  special,  and  when  it  is  sold  we  will  cher¬ 
ish  the  idea  of  having  it  back  someday  (nice  coins  have  a  way 
of  returning  to  us  when  collections  are  sold  or  auctioned). 


Mint  State  Amiable  Face  1794  S-30 
An  Extraordinary  Specimen 


1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 
variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 
extraordinary  specimen  of  an  early  American 
classic,  a  gorgeous  example  of  one  of  the  most 
aesthetically  pleasing  dies  of  the  year . 7,295 

1800  S-199.  Rarity-3 +.  G-6 . 75 

1800  S-205.  Rarity-4.  VF-20.  Medium  brown. 475 

1801  S-223.  Error  fraction  expressed  as  the  math¬ 
ematically  meaningless  1/000.  Fine-12. .  1~5 

1 802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  /  cut 
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over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  Ad¬ 
vanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in  STATES. 
A  tiny  planchet  Haw  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim 
at  12:00 . 695 

1802  S-232.  VG-10 . 85 

1803  S-258.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Large  fraction,  short 

fraction  bar.  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces.  Arc¬ 
shaped  die  crack  in  obverse  field . 895 

1808  S-279.  VF-25 . 595 

Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 

1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1 808-1 8 1 4  Clas¬ 


sic  Head  series . 4,995 

1813  S-292.  Rarity-2-.  VF-25 . 625 


1817  N-l  6.  1  5  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  in 
all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious  variety  of 
its  era,  and  every  collection  should  have  one. 
Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  usu¬ 
ally  buy  every  one  we  are  offered  in  EF  or  bet¬ 
ter  grade,  assuming  that  the  quality  is  there  and 
the  price  is  reasonable . 575 

1820  N-l 3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Significant 

traces  of  mint  red  remain.  A  very  beautiful 
example,  no  doubt  from  the  famous  Randall 

Hoard . 795 

The  Randall  Hoard  will  be  one  of  over  125  finds 
chronicled  in  the  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Hoards 
and  Treasures,  by  Q.  David  Bowers  with  Michael  Hodder  as 
research  associate.  Details  of  the  Randall  Hoard  coins  will 
be  given,  from  the  initial  discovery  of  the  pieces  shortly  after 
the  Civil  War,  to  their  continuing  dispersal  extending  to  rela¬ 
tively  modern  times. 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  important  date . 1 ,495 


Among  later  date  large  cents  1816-1857,  the  1821  is 
second  only  to  the  1 823  in  terms  of  elusiviry  in  higher  grades. 
I  he  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades 
from  Good  through  Fine.  F.ven  nice  VF  examples  are  rare. 

1821  N-l.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  brown.  A 
splendid  specimen . 595 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-20.  Rarity-2.  MS-63.  Lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that  was  not  rep¬ 
resented  in  any  hoard . 2,650 

Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate) . 2,695 


D.K.  and  the  Eliasberg  Collection  Sale 


The  following  letter  is  from  D.K: 

“This  is  a  letter  I’ve  been  meaning  to 
write  for  several  weeks.  Now  that  my  two 
sons  are  away  at  camp,  I  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  do  so. 

“My  sons  and  I  collect  coins.  My  oldest 
son,  Sean,  likes  type  coins  and  while  my 
younger  son  likes  type  coins  and  Civil  War 
tokens,  my  own  passion  is  colonial  coins 
with  some  interest  in  type  coins  and  Civil 
War  tokens.  Before  they  left  for  camp  I  took 
my  sons  to  your  Eliasberg  Collection  auc¬ 
tion  in  New  York  City.  I  told  them  that  such 
a  collection  would  probably  never  again  be 
assembled  and  that  just  being  there  would  be 
worthwhile. 

“While  I  was  at  the  table  outside  the 
auction  room  filling  out  a  bidder  card,  Mr. 
Richard  Eliasberg  happened  to  be  standing 
at  the  same  table.  My  son,  Sean,  told  Mr. 
Eliasberg  that  he  would  love  to  buy  two 
‘Eliasberg  coins’  from  him,  one  for  himself 


and  one  for  his  brother,  Joshua.  Joshua 
would  never  have  opened  his  mouth — he’s 
much  too  shy.  Sean  then  took  two  pennies 
from  his  pocket  and  gave  them  to  Mr. 
Eliasberg,  who  in  return  gave  Sean  two 
pennies  from  his  own  pocket.  Both  were 
smiling  broadly  as  the  transaction  was  con¬ 
summated.  The  boys  were  as  amazed  as  I 
was,  by  some  of  the  prices  bid  and  paid  at  the 
Eliasberg  sale.. . . 

“Both  my  sons  put  their  ‘Eliasberg’  pen¬ 
nies  in  KoinTains  and  inert  plastic  flips. 
After  consulting  the  ANA  grading  standards 
they  marked  the  one  inch  by  one  inch  card 
accordingly.  Sean  is  13-1/2  years  old  and 
Joshua  is  10-1/2  years  old. 

“Your  personal  autograph  on  my  copy  of 
your  Louis  E.  Eliasberg ,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 
book  is  much  appreciated.” 

Note  from  the  editor:  D.K.  also  had  a 
couple  of  questions  that  will  be  answered  in 
a  future  Question  and  Answer  column. 


1823/2  N-l.  VF-35.  Light  brown  surfaces.  1  his  is 
the  kind  of  coin  wed  like  to  buy  1 00  of,  but  the)’ 
are  only  found  one  at  a  time,  and  not  often.  The 
1 823  is  the  scarcest  date  of  the  later  series  cents 
1816-1857 . 1 


Attractive  and  Rare  1823  Cent 


1823  N-2.  Normal  date.  EF-40.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  the  date 
among  later  large  cents  of  the  1816-1857  era. 
Our  only  regret  is  that  we  have  only  one  speci¬ 
men  in  stock;  wed  love  to  buy  a  handful.  When 
seen,  the  1 823  is  nearly  always  in  lower  grades, 
and  even  a  nice  VF  would  be  unusual.  ..3,695 
1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  the  year  1 826  are  nearly  always 
seen  in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200 
specimens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN.  A  glossy,  lustrous 
gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elusive  in 
higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side  stars; 

die  breaks  on  neck . 2,970 

1 827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to 
find  at  the  AU  level.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly 
struck .  795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  me¬ 
dium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid 
specimen  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  ..2,100 

See  the  hook  section  for 
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Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  1 3 


Page  s 


dues! ion  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


C'ofNS 

^«r(TO  j-w 


OLLOW  UP:  J.M.  of  Maryland  writes  about  the 
Question  and  Answer  Forum  in  our  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  110:  The  person  who 
asked  the  Rare  Coin  Review  question 
“How  can  1  tell  if  my  1837  Liberty 
Seated  hall  dime  is  a  Large  Date  or 
Small  Date  variety?"  will  definitely 
be  confused  when  (and  if)  he  con¬ 
sults  the  Breen  Encyclopedia.  Breen 
defines  the  two  varieties  exactly 
the  opposite  from  the  way  you  do! 

Walter  Breen's  comments  are 
the  right  ones;  somewhere  along 
the  line  the  information  was  trans¬ 
posed. 

The  Peak-top  1  type  is  actu¬ 
ally  the  “Large  Date,"  and  the  Flat- 
top  1  type  is  the  “Small  Date.”  It  is  our 
usual  procedure  when  cataloguing 
these  pieces  to  simply  refer  to  the 
peak-top  1  or  flat-top  1  feature, 
without  mentioning  the  date  size; 
indeed  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  writes  that  the  date  “size  dif¬ 
ferences  are  microscopic.” 

t  A  U 

In  Dave  Bowers’  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia, 
there  is  mention  that  trade  dollars  were,  at  one 
time,  sold  to  factory  owners  at  a  discount,  who 
paid  them  to  employees  at  face  value.  This  brought  to  my 
mind  a  situation  as  related  to  me  by  my  mother.  She  said 
that  the  textile  mill  at  which  she  worked  in  Alabama 
beginning  about  1935  or  1936  paid 
workers  exclusively  in  silver  dollars 
until  the  early  days  of  World  War  II. 

She  had  managed  to  save  a  few  of 
those — all  common  date  Morgan  and 
Peace  dollars  of  course.  Apparently, 
they  were  accepted  at  face  value  by 
area  merchants,  and  there  was  no 
“company  store”  involved,  but  why 
the  company  insisted  on  “specie  pay- 
ment”  when  “greenbacks”  were 
equally  well  received  has  always  been 
a  puzzle  to  me.  Is  it  possible  that 
silver  dollars,  which  certainly  con¬ 
tained  less  than  one  dollar’s  worth 


silver  then,  were,  like  the 
trade  dollars,  sold  at  a 
discount?  If  anyone  there 
has  heard  of  such,  I 
would  be  curious  to 
know. 

As  this  question 
implies,  the  sociologi¬ 
cal  aspects  of  numis¬ 
matics  appeals  to  me 
slightly  more  than  do 
technical  matters.  (By  the 
way,  Dave  did  an  excellent  presentation  of  this 
in  the  Encyclopedia  under  Additional  Infor¬ 
mation).  I  am  interested  in  researching  the  sociological 
significance  of  design  elements  in  early 
Federal  Period  coinage.  I  have 
standard  references  including 
Browning,  Overton,  Breen, 

Valentine,  and  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  Encyclopedia.  Any 
other  suggestions  as  to  source 
material,  either  primary  or  sec¬ 
ondary? — J.F. 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


With  regard  to  silver 
dollars,  I  am  not 
aware  of  Morgan 
or  Peace  silver  dollars  circulat¬ 
ing  extensively  in  Alabama,  but 
it  is  interesting  that  your  mother 
had  this  experience.  Most  often 
when  factories  paid  workers  in 
silver  dollars  it  was  to  create  some 
attention  and  publicity.  The  thought 

was  that  when  these  silver  dollars  were  spent  in  local  businesses, 
the  business  owners  would  appreciate  the  effect  that  the  local 
factory  and  its  workers  had  on  the  economy.  This  publicity 
scenario  was  repeated  many  dozens  of  times — if  not  far  more 
often— in  many  eastern  towns  where  silver  dollars  were  not 
normally  seen.  Could  it  be  that  your  mother  remembers  just 
one  or  rwo  instances  rather  than  an  expanded  length  of  time? 
Typically,  silver  dollar  factory  wage  programs  lasted  just  a  pay 
period  or  two.  Some  military  bases  have  done  the  same  sort  of 
thing.  Sometimes  $2  bills  or,  in  recent  times,  Susan  Anthony 
dollars — as  no  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  have  been  available 
at  face  value  from  banks  since  early  1964. 

If  the  mill  employing  your  mother  did  in 
fact  pay  its  workers  with  silver  dollars  exclu¬ 
sively  for  five  years  or  more,  this  is  a  new  one 
to  me.  The  coins  would  not  have  been 
available  at  a  discount,  but  would  have  had 
to  have  been  purchased  at  par  from  a  local 
bank.  The  bank  in  turn  could  order  them  at 
par  from  its  Federal  Reserve  Bank. 

With  regard  to  the  sociological  signifi¬ 
cance  of  design  elements,  a  really  great 
reference  is  Numismatic  Art  in  America ,  by 
Cornelius  Vermeule,  now  out  of  print,  but 
the  volume  can  be  borrowed  from  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  1  ibrarv. 
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Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  Helds,  glossy 
and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen . 2,850 


Gem  1829  N-2  Cent 


1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  BN.  A  very  attractive 
example  of  a  variety  and  year  not  often  seen  at 
the  gem  Mint  State  level . 3,685 

As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  large  cents  dated  from  1 82 1 
through  1 829  are  very  elusive  in  high  Mint  State  grades.  This 
extends  also  to  pieces  dated  1 825,  although  some  accounts 
place  cents  of  this  date  as  being  part  of  the  Randall  Hoard. 

A  pleasant  endeavor  is  the  assembly  of  a  date  set  of  so- 
called  Matron  Head  or  “middle  date”  cents  from  1816  through 
1839.  There  are  no  “impossible”  rarities,  although  dates  such 
as  1821  and,  in  particular,  1823  will  mount  a  serious  chal¬ 
lenge.  As  noted,  if  Mint  State  is  aspired  to,  then  issues  from 
1821  through  1829,  even  through  the  early  1830s,  are  not 
easy  to  come  by.  There  are  many  interesting  varieties  within 
this  range,  not  only  a  few  scattered  overdates,  but  major  por¬ 
trait  and  letter  variations,  with  1839  taking  the  cake. 

1832  N-l.  Rarity-2.  Medium  letters.  AU-50..385 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 

tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  is  sure  to 
please! .  695 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8”  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1834  N-2.  Small  date,  large  stars,  medium  letters. 

Double  profile.  VF-20 . 75 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  MS-60  (PCI).  We  re¬ 
cently  bought  a  group  of  these  and  now  we  of¬ 
fer  them  individually  in  several  grades. 
Feuchtwarjger  cents  have  been  widely 
chronicled  and  are,  in  fact,  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Adding  a  piece  to 
your  collection  will  make  a  nice  complement  to 
a  federal  cent  coinage  collection . 325 

The  issuer  of  these,  Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  proposed 
his  alloy,  a  variation  of  German  silver,  as  a  substitute  for  cop¬ 
per  in  coinage.  In  1837  many  thousands  of  these  cents  were 
produced  privately.  Today  they  are  eminently  collectible  and 
highly  desired.  Different  die  combinations  can  be  collected 
and  are  delineated  by  Russ  Rulau  in  his  various  references  on 
Hard  Times  tokens. 

Dr.  Feuchtwanger  was  a  man  of  many  talents,  and  sold 
patent  medicines,  operated  a  small  museum,  and  even  wrote 
a  book  (in  1838)  on  minerals  and  gems. 

Apropos  of  tokens  of  this  era  we  note  that  in  November 
we  will  be  offering  at  auction  the  Hard  Times  token  collec¬ 
tion  of  noted  specialist  Robert  A.  Vlack. 

1  837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58 . 249 


iONIAIi  A IV II  COPPER  COINS 


1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58  (PCI) . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-55  (PCI) . 235 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 


1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58  (PCI) . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-55  (PCI) . 235 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 


1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous 
golden  brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable 
so  fine .  1,895 


Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  liery 
mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 


show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

1847  N-6.  AU-50 . 175 

1847  N-10.  VF-35 . 99 

1 847  N-l  1 .  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Outstanding  quality.  . 595 


1848  N-3.  VF-35.  If  you  like  die  varieties,  you’ll 
have  a  field  day  with  all  of  the  1848  issues  of¬ 
fered  here!  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our 


stock . 62 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 67 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 185 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3 +.  VF-35 . 105 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 75 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 58 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 49 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 84 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 60 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 130 

1848  N-3 5.  EF-40 . 95 

1848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 235 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 65 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 . 235 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 58 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 


Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-8.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  BN.  895 

The  doubling  is  especially  pronounced  at  UNITED 
STATES.  The  crossbar  of  the  A  is  shown  twice,  for  example, 
one  crossbar  above  the  other. 


1849  N-l  2.  VF-30 . 35 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 


1850  N-21.  Rarity-3+.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely 


tan  with  ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  ex¬ 
cellent  and  the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for 


the  date,  type,  or  variety  collector . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 1 19 

1851  N-9.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-l 2.  AU-55 . 135 


I  he  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1 839- 
1857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  but  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high  quality 


run  of  them. 

1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69 

1852  N-12,13.  MS-64  RB . 395 

1853  N-l 2.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-55 . 159 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l 6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-33.  EF-45 . 75 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 59 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5s.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1 855  N-9.  Italic  5s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-45 . 1  50 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-l.  Large  date.  MS-63  BN . 495 


We  love  1857  large  cents — their  scarcity,  their  “story” 
as  the  last  large  cent — and  buy  all  of  the  nice  ones  we  can! 

1857  N-2.  Small  date.  MS-64  RB.  A  warm  and 
even  blend  of  red  and  light  brown,  the  color  of 
softly  glowing  embers.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 


ever  seen  at  this  grade  level . 750 

1857  N-4.  Small  date.  AU-50 . 195 


Small  ('nils 

h’lvimi  i;,i»li‘  (i‘nis 

Commentary:  The  offering  in  the  current  Rare 
Coin  Review  comprises  one  of  the  nicest  selections 
we  have  had  in  a  long  time.  Not  only  can  you 
choose  from  two  classic  and  rare  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cents,  there  are  also  interesting  varieties  of 
1857  and  1858. 


Dazzling  Gem  1856  FE  Cent 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem  specimen, 
quite  possibly  the  most  deeply  mirrored  and 
attractively  lightly  toned  specimen  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale  in  over  40  years  of  being  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  handling  more  than  our  share  of  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cents!  Far  finer  than  anv 
other  we’ve  seen  certified  at  the  Proof-65  level 
and  far  finer  than  any  of  the  Beck  hoard  coins 
distributed  years  ago.  If  you Ye  been  looking  for 
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a  creme  de  la  creme  specimen  of  this  American 
numismatic  landmark,  your  search  ends  right 
here!  . 23,850 


Choice  Proof  1856  F.E.  Cent 


1856  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive,  sharply 
struck,  and  desirable  in  every  way.  Another  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  an  American  numismatic 
landmark .  8,425 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue. 


Far  above  average  strike . 2, 1 50 

1857  Snow-2.  Obverse  letters  type  of  1856.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 1,395 


It  is  believed  that  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents  with  the  let¬ 
tering  style  of  1856  (“square”  inside  to  O  in  OF,  etc.)  were 
produced  very  early  in  the  year,  perhaps  only  in  March  and 
April. 

1857  S-9.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  clashed  with 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  die.  A  sharp  and 
very  well  defined  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
curious  coins  in  American  numismatics.  Lightly 
toned  golden  surfaces  with  a  few  hints  of  ma¬ 
genta.  A  prize  for  the  cabinet  of  the  connoisseur 

and  specialist . 1,475 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brown-toned  surfaces.  495 
1857  S-7,  bearing  on  the  obverse  clash  marks  from 
a  $20  Liberty  Head  coin.  F-12 . 545 

1 857  S-8,  bearing  on  the  reverse  clash  marks  from 

a  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar.  VF-35 . 295 

1 858  Large  Letters.  MS-63.  Light  golden  surfaces. 

Very  nice  strike . 545 

1858  Small  Letters.  EF-45.  Obverse  with  retained 

cud  die  break . 145 

Indian  llcail  Cents 

Commentary:  Indian  cents  have  always  been  a 
specialty  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and 
through  judicious  purchasing  we  endeavor  to  main¬ 
tain  a  very  nice  stock  of  them.  However,  demand 
often  outruns  supply,  and  for  this  reason  no  listing 
is  ever  complete. 

As  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press 
we  have  added  a  number  of  choice,  high-grade  ex¬ 
amples  that  will  satisfy  the  connoisseur.  In  addition, 
there  are  numerous  “type”  coins  and  common 
dates — something  for  everyone. 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre .  995 

1860  MS-65  (NGC).  Bold  strike.  Fairly  scarce  at 
this  level;  far  scarcer  than,  for  example,  I  862  or 


1 863.  A  far  liner  than  usually  seen  specimen  of 
this  important  “type”  coin . 850 

First  year  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  design,  the  basic 
motif  continued  through  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1909. 

1860  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surlaces.  .750 

1861  MS-66.  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and 

highly  lustrous  specimen  of  the  lowest-mintage 
copper-nickel  Indian  cent.  Quality!  . 1,250 

1861  EF-40 . 65 

1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen  oi 

this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine! . 1 ,895 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 450 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .265 

Idea:  Consider  assembling  a  complete  collection  of  cop¬ 
per-nickel  Indian  cents  from  1859  through  1864  using  our 
listing  as  a  start! 

1862  MS-63.  Light  gold  toning.  Nice  strike.  135 

1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge  and  not  visible  from 


obverse  or  reverse,  mint  error . 110 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 

1863  MS-64.  Light  golden  surfaces.  Lustrous, 

lovely.  . 259 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surlaces.  259 

1863  AU-58  (ANACS) . 49 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-58  (NGC) . 285 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-55.  Key  issue . 345 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 345 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  AU-50 . 219 


1865  Proof-64  BN.  Deep,  bold  strike.  One  of 
many  beautiful  Indian  cents  we  recently  pur¬ 
chased .  295 

1865  AU-58.  Heavy  die  clash . 49 

1866  MS-65  RB.  Slightly  more  brown  than  red. 

Great  strike! . 895 

Specialists  in  Indian  cents  are  beginning  to  appreciate 
that  “red  and  brown”  represents  a  very  nice  surface  charac¬ 
teristic  for  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents,  if  the  colors  are  nicely 
blended.  Certification  services  are  no  help,  for  the  general 
notation  “RB”  can  mean  a  nicely  blended  coin  such  as  of¬ 
fered  here,  or  it  can  also  mean  one  with  extensive  spots.  When 
seeking  pieces  for  inventory  we  endeavor  to  acquire  pieces 
that  are  visually  attractive. 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  mint  red  blend¬ 
ing  with  natural  brown.  Indian  cents  with  this 
type  of  toning  are  among  the  most  beautiful  in 


existence,  in  our  opinion . 895 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1866  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 325 

1866  EF-40 . 135 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top  quality  specimen 

of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 495 


1867  Repunched  7  in  date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem.  ...750 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen. 

Not  many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times . 1,395 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  VF-30 . 335 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date.  Nicely  blended  toning  in 
fields . 1 ,295 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown  ton- 


In  1907,  the  greatest  year  of  production  of  the  Indian  cent  (108,138,618  were 
minted),  this  fair  was  taking  place  in  Rimersburg,  (state  unknown).  While  dozens  of 
horse  and  buggy  teams  are  shown,  there  is  not  an  automobile  in  sight.  Nearly  all  ladies 
are  wearing  white  blouses,  and  most  all  have  full  skirts.  In  that  era,  men  would  not  he 
seen  in  public  without  a  hat,  and  even  the  stable  hoys  wore  them.  Attractions  at  the  fair 
included  races,  sideshows,  and  a  livestock  exhibit.  If  any  of  our  readers  know  where 
Rimersburg  is  located,  please  let  us  know.  (Bowers  and  Merena  archives) 
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ing  with  fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  Indian 

cent  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 1,195 

1869  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilli  ant  gem.  1,295 
1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  at  this  grade 
level .  975 

18^0  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 


In  our  experience,  an  1870  Indian  cent  at  this  grade  level 
is  two  to  three  times  scarcer  than  one  dated  1868  or  1869 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  sleeper. 

1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 
“Pick-Axe”  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we 
charge  no  premium  for  this  interesting  fea¬ 
ture) .  1,195 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with  this 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  high 

quality.  . 895 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1870  EF-45 . 375 

1870  EF-40 . 325 


1871  Proof-65  RD  (NGC) . 2,150 

Key  date  of  its  era,  and  second  only  to  the  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  1877  in  terms  of  rarity  (across  all  grades)  among 
cents  of  this  decade. 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Rare  so  fine!  Another  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  new  purchases  listed  here  (only  a  few 
of  which  we  specifically  mention,  due  to  space 

limitations) . 1 ,095 

1 871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Another 
“find”  for  the  buyer  who  wants  an  excellent 
combination  of  quality  and  rarity.  A  “lot  of  coin 
for  the  money,”  considering  the  market  value  of 


lesser  grade  pieces . 865 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1871  EF-40 . 319 

1871  VF-30 . 295 


1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key  date  issue. 
Another  “lot  of  coin  for  the  money”  item,  con¬ 
sidering  the  market  prices  of  EF  and  AU  speci¬ 


mens.  Always  in  demand . 825 

1872  MS-62  BN.  A  lustrous,  very  attractive  coin 

that’s  sure  to  please!  . 725 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces . 725 

1872  VF-35  (ANACS) . 299 

1872  VF-20.  Key  date . 285 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 219 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 


Brilliant  Gem  1875 

1875  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sparkling 
gem,  and  quite  rare  so  fine! . 2,950 

The  present  number  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a 
marvelous  selection  of  Indian  cents,  as  noted  in  our  intro¬ 


duction.  Quality  such  as  this  1875  is  not  often  seen  in  the 
marketplace.  Typically,  our  buyers — Mark  Borckardt,  Dave 
Bowers  and  Ray  Merena — need  to  examine  many  Indian  cents 
to  find  just  one  suitable  to  add  to  our  inventory  and  offer  to 
our  clients. 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 725 


Classic  Gem  1877  Proof  Rarity 


1877  Proof-64  RB.  A  gorgeous,  sharply  struck 
gem  specimen  of  the  classic  date  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  A  great  addition  to  any  advanced  col¬ 
lection . 2,950 

Among  all  Indian  cents  the  1877  is  the  most  desired 
date.  The  number  of  Proofs  minted  is  not  known,  and  esti¬ 
mates  have  varied  from  about  510  to  1,250.  Of  those  that 
were  struck,  the  piece  offered  here  is  probably  in  the  top  couple 
hundred  remaining  examples  quality-wise.  As  such,  it  is  an 
important  find  for  the  connoisseur. 

1877  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
landmark  issue,  the  rarest  and  most  desired 
Indian  cent  date . 1,850 

1877  VG-8 . 475 

1878  Proof-65  RB.  Cheap  (in  our  opinion)!  ..425 

1878  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 350 

1 879  Proof-64  RB.  Fots  of  value  with  Proofs  in  this 

grade  range,  in  our  opinion . 295 

The  year  1 879  begins  a  long  span  of  Indian  cents  for 
which  coins  are  quite  available  and  are  very  reasonably  priced. 
If  you  are  just  beginning  your  interest  in  this  series,  a  sugges¬ 
tion  is  to  get  one  of  each  date  from  1879  through  1909,  use 
this  experience  to  familiarize  yourself  with  the  coins,  their 
various  aspects,  and  their  desirability,  then  work  backward 
to  acquire  the  earlier,  scarcer  dates.  Even  so,  some  of  these 
later  “common"  dates  are  not  so  common  when  it  comes  to 


acquiring  them  in  truly  choice  condition. 

1879  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 329 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 
mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 


Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1879  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 195 

1880  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1880  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  brown . 249 

1880  MS-64  BN . 145 

1881  Proof-65  RB . 375 


1 88 1  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  piece  of  hand-picked 
quality  significantly  finer  than  that  usually 


seen . 325 

1883  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 425 

1883  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 250 

1883  Proof-64  BN.  A  splendid  specimen  and,  in  our 
opinion,  inexpensive  on  todays  market . 235 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1884  MS-64  BN . 175 

1885  Proof-63  BN . 189 


1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 

The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 

1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1885  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 149 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Lots 

of  value  here!  . 795 


On  the  Type  1  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  1  and  C  in  AMERICA. 


1886  Type  1.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 


the  reverse.  Lots  of  value  here,  too!  . 795 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
brown  gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint 

red .  275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1 886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB . 1 ,050 


1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Mostly  brown 
with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce  variety.  ...439 


1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

Interesting  die  break  around  rim  at  lower  right  obverse. 


1888  Proof-64  BN . 195 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 295 

1891  MS-64  BN . 95 


1892  Proof-64  RB.  Scarce  in  Proof,  and  more  or 
less  ignored  by  the  marketplace.  This  adds  up 
to  another  Indian  cent  with  a  lot  of  value  for  the 

price  paid . 295 

1895  Proof-64  RB.  Lots  of  value  among  Proof-64 
coins,  in  our  opinion! . 195 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 795 

1899  Proof-64  RB.  Low  Proof  mintage . 250 

1904  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red.  ..565 

1906  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1907  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  of 

hand-picked  quality.  This  is  the  lowest  mintage 
Proof  issue  among  Indian  cents  after  the  1870s. 
Quality  such  as  this  is  sufficiently  rare  that  a 
year  or  two  may  elapse  between  our  having  an 
example  in  stock . 645 

1908-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  One 
of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed  in  this 

issue . 675 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 


The  first  branch  mint  bronze  cent.  Fairly  scarce  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 


1908-S  MS-63  BN . 315 

1908-S  EF-40 . 89 


The  Bowers  and  Merena 
Comparison  Test 

After  you  receive  your  coins  from  us, 
compare  their  quality  and  value  with  coins 
from  any  other  source.  (You  must  examine 
the  coins  in  person;  a  comparison  of  adver¬ 
tised  prices  without  seeing  the  quality  is 
absolutely  meaningless.)  If  you  don’t  agree 
that  the  coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal 
to  or  better  than  those  from  any  other 
source,  just  return  them  within  30  days 
(seven  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  in¬ 
stant  refund. 

Simplified,  the  famous  Rowers  and 
Merena  Comparison  Test  can  be  stated 
this  way:  Try  us,  and  vou  will  like  us! 
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1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 
coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,095 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  well  with  a  gem 

collection . 1,150 

1909-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  that 
is  nicer  than  some  MS-65  coins  we’ve  seen.  Just 

purchased . 1,150 

1909-S  Indian.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 425 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


Lim  uln  CpiiIs 


Commentary:  In  the  following  listings  we  offer 
many  high-quality  Lincoln  cents  including  the  ever- 
popular  and  quite  scarce  1909-S  V.D.B.  In  recent 
years  Lincoln  cents — once  the  darling  series  of 
American  numismatics,  but  then  faded  from  the 
limelight — have  been  coming  back  into  their  own. 
The  numismatic  community  looks  forward  to  our 
publication  soon  of  a  major  new  book  on  the  series 
by  David  W.  Lange,  author  and  researcher  (and  past 
contributor  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review).  Watch  for  it! 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 49 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD . 25 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A 

gem  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
gem  specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent  land¬ 
mark.  How  nice  this  will  look  in  your  collec¬ 
tion! .  1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1 ,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  A  nice  specimen  of 

this  all-American  favorite . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  high 
aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  context) 


price .  1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  with  nearly  full  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discern¬ 
ible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item 

for  the  price-conscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55 . 699 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45 . 650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 650 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RB . 175 

1909-S  Lincoln.  AU-55 . 125 

1909- S  Lincoln.  EF-45 . 99 

1910  MS-64  RD,  very  close  to  MS-65.  A  gem.  45 

1910- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1910-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1911  MS-63  RB . 35 


191  1-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 
Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual¬ 
ity! . 525 

191 1-D  MS-65  BN . 125 


191  1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  390 


191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

191  1-D  MS-63  BN . 139 

1 91 1-S  AU-55 . 79 


1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 

1912  MS-64  RD . 70 


1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brill  iant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  lor  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 875 

1912-D  MS-65  RB . 265 

1912-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 995 

1912-S  MS-63  BN . 145 

1912- S  AU-55 . 65 

1913  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 225 

1913  MS-63  RD . 49 

1913- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 

specimen  and  rare  as  such.  Another  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds  ol  new  purchases  recently  added  to  our 
stock . 750 

1913-D  MS-64  RB . 125 

1913-D  MS-63  RB . 115 

1913-D  MS-63  BN . 109 

1913-S  MS-64  RB . 195 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 


1914-D  MS-63  BN.(PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 


faces.  Key  issue . 2,195 

1914- D  EF-45 . 473 

1915  MS-63  RD . 105 

1915  MS-63  BN . 85 

1915- D  MS-63  RB . 85 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 95 

1916  MS-65  BN . 39 

1916  MS-64  RB . 29 

1916- D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  full  mint 

red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1916- D  MS-63  RB . 85 

1917- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 215 

1917-D  MS-60 . 59 

1917-S  MS-64  RD . 325 

1917-S  MS-64  BN . 139 

1917- S  MS-63  RB . 135 

1918- D  MS-64  RB . 145 

1918  MS-63  RB . 135 

1919  MS-65  RD . 65 

1919  MS-64  RB . 29 

1919- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1919-D  MS-63  BN . 69 

1919-S  MS-64  RB . 165 

1919- S  MS-60 . 35 

1920  MS-63  RD . 29 

1920  MS-63  RB . 22 

1920- D  MS-64  RB . 125 

1920-D  MS-60 . 55 

1920-S  MS-64  RB . 325 

1920-S  MS-63  RB . 159 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921  MS-64  RD . 79 


192 1-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  than  generally  encountered  for  this  vari¬ 
ety.  . 695 

192 1-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 

so . 345 

1 92 1-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Absent  the  D  (indeed,  by  definition), 
but  otherwise  quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and 


reverse  than  usually  seen . 1,950 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1,695 

1923  MS-64  RB . 35 

1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923- S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-63  RB . 45 

1924- D  MS-64  RB . 425 

1925  MS-65  RD . 59 

1925  MS-64  RB . 25 

1925- D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1,275 

1925- S  MS-63  RD  (NGC) . 325 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 69 

1926  MS-65  RD . 45 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926  MS-60 . 9 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1926-D  MS-63  RB . 85 

1926-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1926-S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS) . 125 

1926- S  AU-50 . 49 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75 

1927- D  MS-64  RB . 110 

1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 

gem!  . 265 

1927-D  MS-64  BN . 69 

1927-S  MS-63  RB . 119 

1927-S  MS-63  BN . 119 

1927- S  MS-60 . 69 

1928  MS-65  RD . 65 

1928- D  MS-64  RD . 119 

1928-D  MS-64  RB . 75 

1928-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 145 

1928- S  MS-63  RD . 145 

1929  MS-64  RD . 35 

1929- D  MS-63  RD . 52 

1929- S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 1 19 

1930  MS-64  RD . 15 

1930  MS-64  RB . 9 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS) . 69 

1930-D  MS-65  RB . 39 

1930-D  MS-63  RD . 29 
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1930-S  MS-64  RD . 29 

1930- S  MS-63  RD . 19 

1931  MS-63  RD  (NGC) . 89 

1931  MS-65  BN . 39 

1931- D  MS-64  RD . 109 

1931-D  AU-58 . 42 

1931-D  AU-5  5 . 38 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date.  We  have  just 
purchased  a  small  group  of  these  and  offer  you 

a  gem  for: . 245 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931- S  VF-20 . 39 

1932  MS-64  RD . 29 

1932- D  MS-65  RB . 39 

1932- D  MS-64  RB . 35 

1933  MS-64  RD . 29 

1933- D  MS-64  RD . 25 

1933- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 25 

1934  MS-65  RD . 9 

1934- D  MS-65  RB . 25 

1935- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1935- S  MS-65  BN . 19 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1937- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1938  Proof-65  RD . 119 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 119 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Flallmark) . 39 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 199 


1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 109 

1939-D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS) . 75 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1941  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1942  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 319 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  lus¬ 
trous,  attractive  specimen  of  this  curious  vari¬ 
ety.  . 695 

The  first  mintmark,  an  S,  protrudes  above  the  second 
and  the  final  mintmark,  a  D.  Readily  discernible  under  low- 
power  magnification. 

1946-S/D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  A  blazing  red  speci¬ 


men . 425 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1951  Proof-65  RD . 35 

1952  Proof-63  RD . 15 

1953  Proof-65  RD . 24 


Gem  1955  Doubled  Die 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  of  a  quality  very  rarely  seen.  Undipped, 
virtually  full  original  red.  A  few  minor  flecks  are 
unusual  on  undipped  coins.  A  remarkable  speci¬ 


men;  not  one  in  100  coins  is  this  nice!  ..4,250 

If  there  is  one  20th-century  rarity  with  which  we  have 
first-hand  familiarity,  it  is  ihc  1955  Doubled  Die  Wc  were 
there  at  the  outset  of  the  market  for  them  in  the  1950s  and 
in  the  intervening  years  have  handled  more  than  anyone 
else.  Years  ago  bright  gems  such  as  this  were  very  hard  to 
find,  and  today  in  1 996  they  are  even  rarer! 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN.  Some  hints  of  mint 


red.  A  very  pleasing  specimen . 895 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 

1956  Proof-67  RD . 9 

Gem  1995  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 
gem . 29 


This  new  discovery  certainly  made  lots  of  headlines  in 
1995  and  was  “Coin  of  the  Year”  from  a  publicity  stand¬ 
point.  7  he  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled,  easily  seen  un¬ 
der  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as  doubled  as  the 
1955  Doubled  Die  or  even  the  1972  Doubled  Die,  but  it  is 
certainly  interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that, 
with  one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  until 
it  settles. 

Two-Cenl  Pieces 

Commentary:  The  short-lived  two-cent  series  be¬ 
gan  in  1864  and  ended  in  1873.  The  present  list¬ 
ing  includes  most  of  the  different  issues,  including 
scarce  and  high  quality  varieties. 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  lustrous  tan  surfaces.  ..975 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Lincoln  Cents 

I  The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Lincoln  Cents,  a  new  book  by  |ohn  Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn. 
B  Comprising  384  pages,  this  volume  tells  the  reader  all  he  or  she  wants  to  know — and 
®  more — concerning  doubled  dies,  overmintmarks,  and  other  technical  varieties.  For  the 
Lincoln  specialist — or  for  anyone  who  examines  quantities  of  coins — this  offers  the 
opportunity  to  find  "treasures”  that  are  not  recognized.  The  authors  give  rarity 
information  and  prices  in  various  grades. 

Hundreds  of  superb  photographs  make  the  volume  easy  to  use.  Moreover,  as 
it  does  not  treat  “regular”  dates  and  mintmarks,  price  history,  historical  informa¬ 
tion,  etc.,  it  will  make  a  nice  addition  to  the  forthcoming  book  by  David  W.  Lange, 
The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents.  Taken  together,  the  Wexler-Flynn,  which  is  now  in 
print  and  can  be  ordered  immediately,  and  the  forthcoming  Lange  book  (expected 
by  the  end  of  the  year)  will  make  a  virtual  "library"  on  this,  the  most  widespread 
of  American  coin  series. 

Softbound,  384  pages.  Stock  No.  BFL-I  15.  List  price:  $44.95 
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1864  l  arge  Motto.  MS-64  BN . 149 

1865  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,150 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1865  MS-64  BN . 149 

1865  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  The  experts  at 

ANACS  seem  to  have  undergraded  this  one,  in 
our  opinion;  when  you  buy  it,  compare  it  to  MS- 

63  or  even  MS-64! . 110 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1869/8  Breen-2399.  Alternatively,  1869  repunched 

date.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 805 

1871  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high 
grades . 625 


Gem  1872  2<f  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 1,950 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is 
a  great  rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the 
time  of  issue.  Last  business  strike  date  in  the 
series .  1 ,795 

It  is  not  clear  why  business  strike  1 872  two-cent  pieces 
were  made.  In  1871  the  Mint  gathered  in  many  two-cent 
pieces  of  earlier  dates,  and  these  were  subsequently  melted 
and  converted  into  planchet  strip  for  Indian  cents  (account¬ 
ing  in  part  for  increased  mintages  of  Indian  cents  after  1872). 
We  would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  most  1872  two-cent 
pieces  never  left  the  Mint,  but  were  melted. 

1872  VF-20 . 295 


Remarkable  Gem  1873  2<t 


1873  Closed  3.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  A  superb 
coin,  a  gem  of  remarkable  quality  with  beauti¬ 
fully  blended  red  and  light  brown  surfaces.  Not 
one  in  several  dozen  specimens  of  this  classic  date 
is  so  choice.  Highly  important  as  the  last  year  of 
the  denomination  and  also  as  a  Proof-only  issue. 
Quality,  this  is  it.  Rarity,  too! . 2,950 

T  here  are  relatively  few  issues  in  American  numismatics 
that  were  made  only  in  Proof  format  and  with  no  related 
business  strikes.  Considering  dated  rather  than  varieties)  the 
following  are  included: 

1873  two  cents;  1877  nickel  three  cents;  1878  nickel 
three  cents;  I  886  nickel  three  cents;  1 873  silver  three  cents; 

1 877  Shield  nickel;  1878  Shield  nickel;  1877  20«;  1878  20C; 
1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar;  1839  Gobrecht  silver  dollar; 

I  858  1  iberty  Seated  silver  dollar;  1 895  Morgan  silver  dollar; 
1878-1885  trade  dollars;  1863  $2.50  gold;  1875  $3  gold; 

1 876  $3  gold;  1 887  $5  gold;  1883  $20  gold;  1 884  $20  gold; 

1 887  $20  gold. 

[  hat  s  it— -a  very  short  and  very  illustrious  listing.  T  hus, 


the  1873  bronze  two-cent  piece  is  in  very  good  company! 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  RB.  A  very  nice  specimen 
ot  this  classic  rare  issue.  Just  purchased!  Gems 
such  as  this  are  always  in  demand . 1,850 


Nickel  M  Pieces 

Commentary:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  pro¬ 
duced  from  1  865  through  1 889,  are  interesting  to 
collect.  A  complete  date  run  can  be  acquired  for 
relatively  low  cost  on  todays  market,  and  this  in¬ 
cludes  examples  in  higher  grades  such  as  Mint  State 
and  Proof  Issues  toward  the  end  of  the  series,  be¬ 
ginning  in  1877,  are  in  most  instances,  remarkable 
for  their  low  mintages. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Impor¬ 


tant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...715 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1870  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 


Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 395 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur . 1,850 

1 876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
A  little  gem! . 450 

1878  VF-20.  A  coin  collector  must  have  spent  this 
one!  Very  rare  in  worn  grades . 545 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Just  pur¬ 
chased .  850 

1880  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Rare . 225 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS) . 195 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 349 

Tiny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1883  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  325 

1885  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  in 

Proof  format . 550 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  very  appeal¬ 
ing  specimen . 525 

Rare  Proof-only  date.  No  business  strikes  were  produced 
this  year. 

1 889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 


of  the  last  year  of  the  denomination . 495 

1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 495 


Silver  Pieces 

Commentary:  As  a  class,  silver  three-cent  pieces  are 
scarcer  today  than  are  nickel  three-cent  pieces.  I  he 


silver  issues  were  first  produced  in  1 85 1  and  made  in 
quantity  through  1 862,  after  which  coinage  was  se¬ 
verely  curtailed.  The  last  year,  1873,  was  limited  only 
to  Proofs.  Today,  all  dates  are  collectible,  but  those  alter 
1 862  are  scarcer  and  more  expensive. 

1851  AU-58  (PCGS) . 159 

1852  AU-58  (PCGS) . 149 

1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Key  date  of  the  Type  II  se¬ 
ries.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  lustrous  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Great  strike!  Very  elusive  in  Mint 
State .  895 

1858  AU-50  (PCGS) . 185 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1 861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning . 995 

Nickel  Pieces 


1866  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very 
frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning.  A  gem . 595 

1866  Rays.  EF-40 . 1 15 

1867  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  scarce  issue;  more 

so  than  generally  known . 269 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  First  year  of  the  no-rays  style . 159 

1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 275 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 275 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces. 

Brilliant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five- 
cent  series . 795 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous . 259 

1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden 

toning . 325 


Likes  Our  Buffalo  Nickels 

This  letter  is  from  M.A.  W.,  a  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  client: 

“Dear  Ms.  [Gail]  Watson: 

“J ust  a  short  note  to  tell  you  how  pleased 
I  have  been  with  all  of  my  purchases  from 
Bowers  and  Merena.  The  quality  of  the 
coins  you  have  sent  is  second  to  none. 

“I  would  like  to  complete  my  Buffalo 
nickel  set  with  the  following  coins.  Please 
add  these  coins  to  my  want  list  for  my 
Collecting  Portfolio  Program  account: 

“19l4MS-64or65, 1915MS-65, 1916 
MS-65,  1 9 1 8/7-D  Fine,  1929-S  MS-64  or 
65,  1930  MS-65,  1930-S  MS-64  or  65, 
1935  MS-65,  1936  P-D-S  MS-65,  and 
1937  P-D-S  MS-65. 

“Thanks  again  for  the  great  coins  and 
great  service.  I  am  looking  forward  to  con¬ 
tinued  dealings  with  your  company! 
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Coin  and  Currency 
Design  Changes 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


By  1891  the  Liberty  Seated  design,  by  Christian  Gobrecht, 
had  appeared  on  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  since  1 837- 
1 839  and  was  over  half  a  century  old.  Men  and  women  in  their 
retirement  had  known  no  other  new  designs  since  childhood. 
Familiarity  breeds  contempt,  it  is  said,  and  no  matter  how 
highly  numismatists  prize  these  coins  today,  in  their  own  era 
their  designs  were  widely  criticized.  Similarly,  George  T. 
Morgan’s  silver  dollar  design,  which  made  its 
debut  in  1878,  had  few  friends  in  the 
intellectual  or  artistic  community. 

The  following  unsigned  article  Irom 
Scribner's  Magazine,  Vol.  X,  July-De- 
cember,  1891,  “The  Point  of  View,’’ 
reflects  an  opinion  held  by  many: 

The  director  of  the  Mint,  authorized 
by  act  of  Congress,  has  recently  issued 
circular  letter  to  artists  inviting  them  to  sub¬ 
mit  “new  designs  of  authorized  emblems  or 
coins  of  the  United  States.” 

This  on  its  face  is  highly  to  be  com¬ 
mended,  for  our  coinage  at  present  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  make  the  judicious  weep,  and  the 
lukewarm  patriot  sympathize  with  the  strictures 
of  the  foreigner  on  our  degree  of  civilization.  The 
criticisms  on  our  coinage  could  indeed  be  applied  with 
equal  force  to  all  our  moneys,  for  the  T reasury  notes,  with 
theirwealth  of  turning-lathe  tracery  and  their  sign-painter’s 
lettering,  are  no  better  than  our  coins.  The  one  excuse  lor  their 
existence  has  been  the  difficulty  which  they  were  supposed  to  oppose 
counterfeiting;  but  this,  it  appears  from  late  developments,  is  largely 
imaginary,  and  their  ornate  ugliness  is  therefore  without  extenuating 
circumstances. 

The  notes,  however,  lie  lightly  on  the  artistic  conscience  of  our 
legislators,  and  are,  apparently,  to  be  left  undisturbed,  while  designs 
are  invited  for  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  silver  dollar,  and  for  the 
obverse  of  the  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  and  dime. 

For  this  we  may  be  thankful;  but  when  we  come  to  the  method  ol 
inviting  designs  there  is  less  cause  for  congratulation,  though  it  must 
be  said  that  the  fault  appears  to  lie  with  Congress  rather  than  with  the 
director  of  the  Mint. 

The  invitation  to  the  competitive  submission  of  designs  requires, 
in  brief,  that  they  should  be  completely  finished  models  in  low-relief, 
bearing,  in  the  case  of  the  obverse  design  for  the  dollar,  an  impression 


emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an  inscription  of  the 
word  “Liberty  and  the  year  of  the  coinage,  and  on 
the  reverse  the  figure  of  an  eagle,  with  the  words 
“United  States  of  America”  and  a  designation  of 
the  value  of  the  coin.  For  the  coins  of  smaller 
denomination,  the  reverse  only  of  which  is  to  be 
changed,  the  figure  of  an  eagle,  with  the  inscrip¬ 
tions  “United  States  of  America,”  “E  Pluribus 
Unum,”  and  the  value  of  the  coin  are  to  be  placed. 

1  he  motto,  “In  God  we  trust,”  is  also  to  figure  on 
all  coins  except  the  dime. 

Here  are  limitations  enough  to  fetter  the  origi¬ 
nality  of  the  designer  and  to  bring  his  work  into  fatal 
similarity  to  that  which  for  years  has  afflicted  our 
long-suffering  public.  For  each  accepted  design  the 
director  of  the  Mint  is  authorized  to  pay  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars.  No  information  is 
vouchsafed  as  to  the  person  or  persons  who  are  to  decide  on  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  designs,  and  the  circular  has,  we  believe,  been 
widely  distributed. 

Unlimited  competitions  are  viewed  with  little  favor  by  artists  of 
established  reputation,  and  when,  as  in  this  case,  they  are  left  in 
ignorance  as  to  their  judges,  the  disinclination  amounts,  as  a  rule,  to 
abstention.  Despite  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  existing  emblems  and 
inscriptions  a  designer  of  talent  might  so  compose  his  work 
as  to  make  a  beautiful  coin;  but  the  necessity  of  submit¬ 
ting,  from  the  first,  a  finished  model  would  bear 
hard  on  one  who  might  wish  to  submit  several 
alternative  designs  with  a  view  of  complet¬ 
ing  that  which  was  found  best. 

The  compensation,  as  compared  to  what 
a  rich  country  like  ours  should  offer  for  so 
important  a  work,  or,  indeed  for  the 
market  value  ofsuch  a  design  when 
made  for  a  private  purpose,  is 
inadequate  at  the  best,  and  when 
equal  labor  must  be  bestowed  by 
all  competitors  in  making  these 
finished  designs,  the  plea  that  patri¬ 
otic  feeling  should  be  considered  in  part 
compensation  is,  to  say  the  least,  undignified. 
There  are,  perhaps,  three  or  four  artists 
among  our  sculptors  and  painters  to  any  one  of 
whom  a  commission  to  make  these  changes  might  be 
safely  entrusted,  with  a  certainty  of  improvement  on  the  present 
designs,  and  there  may  be  a  dozen  who  would,  with  self-respect  and 
due  consideration  for  kindred  talents,  enter  into  a  competition  limited  to 
themselves  and  work  with  patriotic  zeal  for  the  amelioration  of  our 
coinage.  Whether  these  men  would,  or  rather,  whether  our  government 
should  ask  them  to  attempt  so  serious  a  task  without  definite  compensa¬ 
tion  for  each  competitor,  is  another  question.  It  would  require  a  special 
act  ofCongress  to  enable  the  director  of  the  Mint  to  put  the  matter  on  this, 
the  only  dignified,  basis. 

The  judgment  of  the  designs  should  then  be  made  by  specially 
competcntmen,  the  presidents  of  accredited  art  institutions  in  theUnited 
States,  for  instance,  in  conjunction  with  the  director  of  the  Mint.  As  it  is, 
with  the  judgment  left  as  an  unknown  quantity,  the  irksome  amount  of 
completed  labor,  perhaps  vainly  expended,  the  insufficient  compensation 
offered,  in  case  of  success,  to  men  who  have  possibly  gained  reputation 
but  not  fortune,  the  outlook  is  not  a  bright  one.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
universal  suffrage  principle  applied  to  a  matter  of  special  and  distinctive 
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design,  tor  which  few  in  the  nature  of  things  can  be  fitted,  awakens  fear  lest  we 
may  change  the  familiar  profile  of  the  young  lady  of  Philadelphia,  who  now 
adorns  our  silver  dollar,  for  a  twin  sister  of  the  sleeping  Iolanthe  who  (in  butter) 
delighted  vast  numbers  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  of  1876. 

1  he  competition  did  not  attract  significant 
entries  from  well-known  artists,  and  in  the 
end,  Chief  Engraver  William  Barber's  de¬ 
signs  for  the  “Liberty  Head"  dime,  quarter, 
and  half  dollar — all  alike  in  portrait — re¬ 
placed  the  long-standing  Liberty  Seated 
motif.  The  silver  dollar  was  not  touched,  and 
“the  young  lady  of  Philadelphia’’  (kindergar¬ 
ten  teacher  Anna  Willess  Williams)  was  not 
replaced  by  Iolanthe,  although  the  latter  might 
have  been  interesting  to  contemplate. 

The  new  Barber-design  coins  were  not 
liked  by  either  numismatists  or  artist  critics, 
and  a  few  years  later  an  informal  competition 
was  held  for  new  designs.  This  account  appeared 
in  The  Numismatist,  May  1895: 

The  National  Sculpture  Society,  acting  in  unison  with  the 
American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society,  is  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  secure  for  Uncle  Sam  a  more  artistic  coinage. 

Early  in  May  an  exhibition  will  be  given  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building, 

on  57th  Street,  at  which  designs  for  a  new  Goddess  of  Liberty  will  be  shown  and 

for  which  two  prizes  of  $300  and  $200  will  be  given. 

The  statute  governing  the  coinage  reads:  “Upon  the  coins  there  shall  be  the 
following  devices  and  legends:  Upon  one  side  there  shall  be  an  impression 
emblematic  of  Liberty,  with  an  inscription  of  the  word  ‘Liberty’  and  the  year 
of  the  coinage,  and  upon  the  reverse  shall  be  the  figure  or  representation  of  an 
eagle,  with  the  inscriptions  ‘United  States  of  America’  and  ‘E  Pluribus  Unurn’ 
and  a  designation  of  the  value  of  the  coin;  but  on  the  gold  dollar  and  $3  piece, 
the  dime,  five,  three  and  one  cent  pieces  the  figure  of  the  eagle  may  be  omitted. 
The  director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
may  cause  the  motto  ‘In  God  We  Trust’  to  be  inscribed  upon  such  coins  as  will 
admit  of  such  motto.” 


“All  th  e  sculptors  and  artists  in  the  United  States  have  severely  criticized  the 
existing  coinage.  The  designs  of  European  coins,  they  declare,  are  unfortu¬ 
nately  superior.  The  French  coins  are  probably  the  most  artistic  of  any,  though 
the  St.  George  and  Dragon  of  the  British  sovereign  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
handsome  and  artistic  design.  The  first  impression  which  the  head 
of  Liberty  of  the  silver  dollar  gives,  so  say  the  sculptors,  is  that  of 
weakness  and  indecision.  This  is  not  befitting  a  powerful, 
progressive  nation  like  the  United  States.  Sculptors  also 
criticize  the  pose  of  the  eagle. 

“J.Q.A.  Ward  is  president  of  the  society  and  A. 
Saint-Gaudens,  Richard  M.  Hunt  and  R.W.  Gilder 
are  all  interested  in  the  movement.  Among 
the  members  of  the  society  are  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt,  August  Belmont,  George  W. 
Vanderbilt  and  almost  all  the  profes¬ 
sional  sculptors  and  art  lovers  in  New 
York  City.  Powerful  efforts  will  be  made 
to  induce  the  government  to  adopt  the 
successful  designs.” 

Whatever  these  “powerful  efforts”  may  have 
been,  they  had  no  effect  upon  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  or  the  Mint.  Many  sketches  were  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  private  competition,  but  none  ever  attracted 
government  notice. 

The  Barber  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  remained  in  use  until 
replaced  in  1916  by  the  Mercury  dime,  Standing  Liberty  quarter,  and 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar — each  of  which  was  and  is  still  considered  to 
be  quite  artistic  in  concept,  and  each  of  which  was  done  by  a  recognized 
sculptor  (Adolph  A.  Weinman  for  the  dime  and  half  dollar,  Hermon 
MacNeil  for  the  quarter).  In  December  1921  the  new  silver  Peace  dollar, 
by  sculptor  Anthony  de  Francisci,  replaced  Morgan’s  depiction  of  Miss 
Williams. 

It  should  be  noted  that  criticism  of  coinage  has  existed  from  day  one. 
The  very  first  widely  circulating  Philadelphia  Mint  coin,  the  1793  chain- 
design  copper  cent,  was  the  object  of  scorn.  Miss  Liberty  appeared  to  be 
“in  a  fright,”  according  to  one  account,  and  the  chain  motif  was  but  “an 
ill  omen  for  liberty.’’ 


Looking  Through  Old  Issues 


“Dear  Dave: 

“Since  last  Tuesday  I  have  been  reading  through  a  group  of  back 
issues  of  the  your  Rare  Coin  Review.  As  usual,  although  not  taken  for 
granted,  the  commentary  is  superb.  Ranging  from  the  arcane  to  the  very 
popular,  the  articles  are  insightful,  intelligent,  and  enjoyable. 

“On  the  topic  of ‘prices’  the  situation  is  more  complex.  The  reason 
I  thought  the  Rare  Coin  Review  would  be  a  good  place  to  do  a  study  of 
the  coin  market  is  that  Bowers  and  Merena  is  consistent  in  its  grading 
and  descriptions  (even  though  grading  standards  have  changed!). 
Therefore  a  comparison  of  prices  in  your  fixed  price  lists  would  be  an 
indication  of  the  coin  market  for  various  issues  such  as  Liberty  Seated 
type,  Morgan  dollars,  etc. 

While  my  study  is  far  from  scientific,  some  interesting  trends  have 
emerged.  No  doubt  certain  issues  like  MS-65  Morgan  dollars  and  MS- 
64  Liberty  nickels  have  come  down  in  price,  but  many  coins  have  not. 
Sometimes  1  wish  someone  would  do  a  real  study.  Take  as  an  example 


the  1 837  No  Stars  dime;  it  is  not  at  all  clear  that  this  coin  followed  the 
supposed  ‘crash’  of  the  coin  market  in  spring  of  1989. 

“For  all  of  the  supposed  investment  information  out  there  it  seems 
like  no  one  ever  addresses  the  ‘real’  coin  market.  Has  anyone  ever 
published  an  article  on  the  availability  of  Seated  Liberty  halves  in  AU- 
53,  for  example? 

“It  looks  to  me  that  while  MS-65  Morgans  and  1941-S  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  have  dropped  in  value,  MS-63  Flowing  Hair  half 
dimes  of  1794-1795  are  as  expensive  as  ever. 

“Anyway,  I’m  really  enjoying  the  hobby.  My  typeset  is  up  to  1 1  pieces 
(nine  Seated  Liberty  and  two  Capped  Bust)  all  in  AU-58  or  better.  And 
my  literature  collection  is  slowly  becoming  a  numismatic  library. 

“Once  again,  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention.  It  is  a  pleasure 
doing  business  with  everyone  at  Bowers  and  Merena. 

“Sincerely,” 

— Stuart  Segan 
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Liberty  lli‘ii(l  Nickels 

Commentary:  Something  has  happened  re¬ 
cently — were  not  quite  sure  what  it  is — but  there 
has  been  a  ground  swell  in  interest  in  the  Liberty 
Head  nickel  series.  Perhaps  it  is  because  of  the 
record-smashing  price  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
1913  brought  at  auction  in  our  sale  last  May.  Per¬ 
haps  it  is  a  realization  that  many  of  the  common 
dates  in  the  Liberty  Head  series  are  relatively  inex¬ 
pensive.  Or,  perhaps  an  article  appeared  in  a  lead¬ 
ing  magazine  or  newspaper  but  did  not  catch  our 
eye.  In  any  event,  quite  a  few  of  our  clients  have 
begun  putting  together  date  sets,  not  including  the 
fabulous  1913,  but  comprising  the  regular  issues 
from  1883  through  1912  inclusive.  While  usually 
in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  we  take  time  to  state  that 
a  particular  selection  is  extensive  due  to  new  pur¬ 
chases,  in  the  instance  of  Liberty  Head  nickels  we 
have  to  apologize  that  we  don’t  have  as  many  as  we 
usually  do.  But,  we  hasten  to  add  that  the  ones  we 
do  have  are  very  nice. 


1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  We  recently  bought  a  small  group  of  these. 


Only  a  few  are  left.  Buy  one  for . 325 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1884  MS-63.  (PCGS) . 235 


1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive.  Rare  in  business 


strike  form . 725 

1886  AU-58.  Rare  date . 449 

1887  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 

Very  inexpensive  on  todays  market . 165 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning . 259 

1893  MS-63  (NGC) . 139 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine. .  850 
1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Scarce 

date . 350 

1900  MS-65.  Lustrous . 495 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  attractive  coin.  495 

1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  A  superb 

specimen  exquisitely  struck.  A  find  for  just  .  365 
191 2-S  VF-35  (ANACS).  Rare  low-mintage  date. 
Always  in  demand . 349 


linITiilii  Nickels 

Commentary:  Buffalo  nickels,  minted  from 
1913  through  1938,  are  very  popular  in  the  present 
market  and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  the  early 
1 960s,  we  believe  it  was,  Abe  Kosoff  in  his  column 
in  Coin  World  commented  that  he  had  done  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  his  clients,  and  of  all  series  the  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  were  the  most  popular.  Today,  such  a  survey 
would  probably  place  Morgan  dollars  at  the  head  of 
the  list,  but  who  knows?  In  any  event,  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  are  certainly  among  the  top  10. 

The  obverse  design  featuring  a  Native  American 
is  true  to  life,  rather  than  stylistic  (as  on  the  Indian 
cent).  The  reverse  depicts  a  bison  (as  it  is  properly 
known),  popularly  called  a  “buffalo,”  also  taken 


from  life.  I  he  artist  was  James  Earle  Fraser,  who 
years  later  with  his  wife  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  de¬ 
signed  the  beautiful  1926  Oregon  Trail  Memorial 
commemorative  half  dollar  (the  design  of  which 
was  selected  as  the  most  beautiful  in  the  American 
series  in  a  poll  conducted  among  members  of  the 
Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins). 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S 
Type  II  years  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
top  two  or  three  “key  issues,  but  today,  although 
it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it  is  somewhat  overlooked. 
Publicity  does  change  as  generations  of  collectors 
come  and  go  and  emphasize  different  things. 

Among  Mint  State  coins,  branch  mint  varieties  in 
the  early  and  mid-1920s  are  particularly  elusive  if 
decently  struck.  Many  pieces,  particularly  those 
from  the  Denver  Mint,  are  as  flat  the  proverbial 
pancake. 

We  have  bought  quite  a  few  Buffalo  nickels  in 
recent  times,  with  the  result  that  the  present  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  an  especially  nice 
selection — an  ideal  jumping-off  spot  if  you  would 
like  to  begin  a  specialty  in  this  series,  or  an  ideal 
place  to  add  key  coins  to  a  holding  you  have  already 
started.  As  always,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS . 195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 79 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  EF-40 . 22 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  EF-40 . 49 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  light  toning.  A  beauty! . 850 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  10 

1913-D  Type  II.’ AU-50 . 125 


Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5C 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  some¬ 
what  proof  like.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  clas¬ 
sic  issue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but 
quite  unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few 
high-grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist 

will  really  appreciate  this  one! . 3,950 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen!  Whenever  we  see  a  very 
nice  1913-S  Type  II  at  a  reasonable  price,  we 

buy  it! .  975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  gem.  What  a  selec¬ 
tion  we  have  in  this  issue!  . 975 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-60.  Ever  popular  rar¬ 
ity.  . 335 

1914  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 45 

1914  EF-40 . 18 

1914- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 


“Superb  Service” 


The  following  letter  is  from  Dr.  P.G.A.: 

“I  received  today  the  two  Buffalo  nickels 
I  ordered  by  Federal  Express.  My  thanks  to 
your  firm  and  especially  to  Gail  of  your 
Direct  Sales  Department  for  the  superb 
service.  The  coins  easily  met  my  expecta¬ 
tions. 

“I  am  writing  primarily  to  compliment 
you  on  your  fine  columns  in  Coin  World 
and  your  Coin  Collector  and  Rare  Coin 
Review.  They  always  grab  my  interest.  Your 
desire  to  see  the  return  of  albums  for  collec¬ 
tions  is  one  with  which  I  especially  agree.  As 
a  youngster  (many  years  ago)  of  modest 
means,  I  assembled  my  first  collections 
from  pocket  change  and  bank  rolls  I  ob¬ 
tained,  and  filled  Whitman  folders.  As  my 
interests  developed  to  include  higher  grade 
older  items,  I  visited  my  local  coin  shops 
and  obtained  a  few  Whitman  Classic  al¬ 
bums  to  hold  my  brilliant  Uncirculated 
coins. 

“Alas,  graduate  school  and  family  quickly 


took  me  back  to  the  coin  shops,  but  now  to 
sell  my  collection  to  put  a  little  food  on  the 
table.  Recently,  as  the  family  grew  and  $$ 
became  a  little  easier  to  gather,  I  again  revis¬ 
ited  the  hobby.  There  aren  t  many  coin 
shops,  however  in  my  locality.” 

( Our  correspondent  continued  by  stating  he 
had  some  old-time  purchases  graded  by  a  com¬ 
mercial  service ,  found  the  grading  was  less  than 
he  had  hoped for,  and  apparently  intends  to  buy 
just  certified  coins  in  the future,  but  would  find 
it  very  convenient  if  such  certified  coins  were 
available  in  smaller  holders  so  that  they'  could 
fit  into  albums.) 

Editor’s  comment:  Having  enjoved 
“hole  filling”  in  albums,  we  continue  to 
believe  that  the  best  way  to  collect  coins  is 
in  an  album  or  in  some  sort  of  container 
where  one  can  easily  watch  the  collection 
“grow”  and  see  spaces  for  pieces  needed. 
This  is  very  stimulating  and  challenging 
just  like  filling  in  the  squares  in  a  crossword 
puzzle. 
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toning.  One  of  our  many  new  purchases  among 


Buffalo  nickels . 295 

1914-D  VF-20 . 69 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 365 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..365 

1914- S  EF-45 . 49 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1915  AU-50 . 29 

1915- D  EF-40 . 59 

1916  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1916  MS-64  \NACS) . 98 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 


Memorable  Gem  1916-D  5<£ 
Among  Finest  Seen 


1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  brilliant.  One  of  the  nicest  qual¬ 
ity  1916-D  Buffalo  nickels  we  have  ever 


seen . 3,850 

1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 199 

1916-D  AU-50 . 79 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 530 

1916- S  EF-40 . 49 

1917- D  VF-20 . 45 

1917- S  VF-20 . 49 

1918/7-D  VG-8  (ANACS).  Rare  and  desirable  in 

all  grades,  a  key  issue  in  the  series . 539 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918- D  F-15 . 22 

191 8-S  AU-50 . 219 


1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1920-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning 
over  deep  mint  frost.  Rarely  seen  in  Mint 
State,  and  even  less  often  in  the  quality  of¬ 
fered  here .  1 ,450 

1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 
with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 
of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 785 

1923- S  VF-20 . 89 

1924- D  F-15 . 19 


Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1 924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  for  the 
specialist . 3, 1 50 


1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- D  VF-20.  Small  planchet  lamination  on  re¬ 
verse . 49 

1925-D  F-12 . 22 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 
this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series .  1,850 

1925- S  VF-20 . 55 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1926  AU-55.  Brilliant . 22 

1926- D  VF-20 . 65 

1926-S  AU-58 .  1,595 

1926- S  VF-20 . 295 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 69 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 550 

1927-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces . 285 

1927- S  EF-40 . 79 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1928- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 


Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<£ 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 


grade  level . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  very  pleas¬ 
ing . 615 

1928-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1928- S  EF-40 . 18 

1929  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1929  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1929- D  MS-64 . 245 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 125 

1929- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 435 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1930- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem . 1 95 


The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1 .2  million  pieces  were  struck. 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 240 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 


1935  Mint  error:  clipped  planchet.  MS-60.  Bril¬ 


liant . 99 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1935- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1936- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . '. . 29 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 18 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant .  38 

1 937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  only  two 

years  in  which  mirror  Proof  Buffalo  nickels 
were  struck .  850 

1937  Proof-64.  Light  golden  toning.  A  nice  coin  for 

a  high-grade  type  set . 795 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 23 


1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surface.  One  of  the  nicest 


we  have  ever  seen  or  handled . 3,450 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 519 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40 . 425 

1 937-D  3-Legged.  F-15 . 285 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. 
We  only  have  a  few  left  from  a  nice  group  of 
NGC-encapsulated  pieces  Mark  Borckardt  re¬ 
cently  found.  Order  one  for . 189 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 35 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D/D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D/D  Buffalo.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

Mfcrson  Nickels 

1  942-P  Type  II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lightly 

toned .  149 

1 942-P  Type  II.  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1 942-P  Type  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  1 1 5 
1949-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1951  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1953  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 35 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 
1-800-222-5993 
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Hall  Dimes 

Commentary:  In  1 995  and  early  1 996  your  edi¬ 
tor  (QDB)  and  our  senior  numismatist,  Mark 
Borckardt,  spent  quite  a  bit  of  time  with  the  half 
dime  series  in  connection  with  cataloguing  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  pieces.  As  one 
often  does  when  revisiting  a  familiar  scene  or  re¬ 
enacting  a  nice  experience,  we  appreciated  all  over 
again  how  fascinating  early  half  dimes  are,  and  how 
interesting  they  are  to  study  and  collect. 

Over  the  years  half  dimes  have  attracted  the  at¬ 
tention  of  many  numismatists  who  have  zeroed  in 
on  this  particular  denomination  to  form  date  and 
mintmark  sets.  The,Pr.  D.C.  Montgomery  Col¬ 
lection  and  the  Dr.  Stuart  Levine  Collection  sold 
by  us  at  auction  in  years  past  are  just  two  such  cabi¬ 
nets  that  come  to  mind.  One  of  our  lavorite  essays 
on  any  United  States  rarity  is  Harold  P.  Newlin’s 
1883  monograph  on  the  half  dime  series,  in  which 
he  pointed  out  various  aspects  of  desirability  of  his 
favorite  American  rarity — the  1802  half  dime.  If 
you  are  looking  for  a  new  series  to  collect,  we  rec¬ 
ommend  the  following  listing  to  you  as  a  begin¬ 


ning. 

1829  Valentine-4.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 375 

1829  V-12.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 . 255 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1834  V-4.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1835  V-7.  AU-50.  Most  original  lustre  is  still  vis¬ 
ible . 235 


liilwrly  Scaled  Nall  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustroqs  andTrosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 

year  of  the  design . 1 ,950 

This  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s 
beautiful  silver  dollar  of  1836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  half  dime  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and 
dimes,  too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838- 
O)  and  not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a 
cameo-like  aspect. 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  AU-55 . 435 


1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 


A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  try  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant,  frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your 

type  set . 695 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 695 

1 847  MS-62  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned  around  the 

borders . 239 

1849/8  AU-58  (ANACS) . 250 

Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1 849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 

we’ve  seen . 3,250 

An  ideal  coin  for  the  numismatist  who  has  an  “1824 
over  various  dates”  half  dollar  and  wants  a  half  dime  equiva¬ 
lent! 

1 85 1-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 


silver  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine . 795 

1851-0  AU-50 . 195 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 
with-arrows  version  of  this  date!  . 1,595 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,1 853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  later  coins  were  of  lighter  weight, 
enabling  them  to  circulate  effectively. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Rare . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  little 
gem.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 149 

1 853- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  cousin . 950 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 


and  iridescent  toning.  Probably  from  an  old- 

time  collection . 1 ,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  B  rilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
anywhere!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consid¬ 
erably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  1 854  half  dime . 1 ,095 

1 856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 

grade . 595 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 650 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1858- 0  AU-58 . 195 

1 859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1 ,650 

This  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint 
Engraver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics. 
Paquet  is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but 
for  the  distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of 
1 861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859- 
O  half  dime  is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  varia¬ 
tion. 

1859- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and 

brilliant . 1 ,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 

Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  spe  cimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 

business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 2,850 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted  of  the  1863 
half  dime,  very  lew  of  which  were  ever  released,  as  specie 
(coin)  payments  w'ere  suspended  from  mid  1862  until  the 
late  1 870s.  Collectors  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1 863  date 
ordered  Proofs.  Business  strikes  w'ere  ignored.  Thus,  tew  ex¬ 
ist  today. 

1  865-S  AU-55.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .  41*4 
San  Francisco  Mint  hall  dimes  ot  this  era  are  very  si 1 1 
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ficult  to  find  in  higher  grades,  more  so  than  is  generally 
realized.  At  the  time  they  were  issued,  probably  no  collec¬ 
tors  sought  to  save  them — as  there  was  no  interest  in 
mintmarks. 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series . 1,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 

a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 
issue  as  a  "type”  coin.  Perhaps  we  ll  raise  our 
price  if  it  does  not  sell . 699 

1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breen’s  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,”  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia ,  p.  297, 
which  reminds  us  to  urge  you  to  add  this  indispensable  vol¬ 
ume  to  your  library  if  you  haven’t  done  so  already;  we  have 
sold  over  10,000  copies  of  this  volume  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1988). 

1868  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  specimen 

of  this  rare  issue . 695 

Dimes 

Commentary:  Our  earlier  commentary  under 
half  dimes  is  relevant  to  dimes  as  well,  inasmuch 
as  we  had  a  great  deal  of  enjoyment  working  with 
the  Eliasberg  pieces.  However,  unlike  half  dimes, 
early  dimes  have  been  the  subject  of  intense  scru¬ 
tiny  in  recent  times,  including  the  publication  of 
an  excellent  book  of  die  varieties.  Perhaps  a  further 
commentary  on  this  book  awaits  an  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  in  which  we  have  an  expanded 
selection  of  early  dimes  1796-1837  for  sale,  which 
is  not  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  listing  that  follows,  our  Liberty  Seated  se¬ 
lection  is,  indeed,  extensive,  and  includes  many 
high-grade  and  seldom  seen  varieties.  Likewise, 
among  Barber  dimes  will  be  found  many  different 
issues.  Ditto  for  Mercury  dimes. 

CaiHied  liiisl  Dimes 

Gem  1821  Dime 

1821  John-Reich-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
and  lilac  toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 
An  exceptionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  is¬ 


sue.  Just  purchased . 4,295 

1821  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  Small  date.  EF-45 . 395 

1827JR-4.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 525 

1831  JR-5.  AU-50 . 350 


filuTlv  Sciilcil  Dimes 

1838-0  No  Stars.  LF-45  (NGC).  Several  orders 
scarcer  than  the  1837  Philadelphia  Mint  ver¬ 
sion  of  this  design . 775 

First  year  of  operation  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

1 845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 


equivalent  pieces  exist.  A  prize  opportunity  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 1 ,295 


1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mintmark. 
Rare  so  fine . 2,395 

From  Lyman  H.  Low’s  sale  of  the  Muma,  et  al.  Collec¬ 
tions,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deep  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series.  NGC  was  a 
bit  conservative,  in  our  opinion,  on  this  one, 
and  we  believe  it  could  pass  muster  as  MS-65. 
In  any  event,  it  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 

owned . 2, 1 50 

The  1853  No  Arrows  dime  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the 
melting  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  Febru¬ 
ary  21,  1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at 
the  time  they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in 
face  value). 

1853  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 185 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice!  Much 
rarer  in  this  grade  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 

counterpart . 1 ,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 
and  light  golden  toning.  Just  purchased.  ..  895 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 


Ray  Merena:  PNG  President 

One  of  Ray’s  other  “hats’  is  being  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
which  office  he  conducts  via  regular  meet¬ 
ings  with  the  PNG  Board  of  Directors, 
telephone  conversations,  and  an  endless 
stream  of  faxes.  One  of  Ray’s  goals  is  to  work 
closely  with  Ken  Bressett  (ANA  president) 
and  Bob  Leuver  (ANA  executive  director), 
who  head  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation,  to  help  improve  the  hobby,  increase 
the  enjoyment  of  all  involved,  and  to  have 
the  PNG  and  ANA  in  the  same  harness 
pulling  in  the  same  direction. 

In  addition,  the  PNG,  its  Board,  and 
Executive  Director  Bob  Brueggentan  have 
many  dynamic  programs  to  further  the 
quality  and  appeal  of  numismatics. 


borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 

New  Orleans  issue . 1,850 

1857-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 275 

1859  Proof-63.  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 

over  mirror  surfaces . 1,295 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1 859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 995 

1861  AU-55 . 75 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  this  coinage  went  to  the 
Orient  and  was  melted. 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine.  .' . 450 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A 

find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1873  No  Arrows.  Closed  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  ..  125 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10<t 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen . 2,150 

1874- S  Arrows.  AU-50  (NGC).  Rare  so  fine.  525 

1875- S  Mintmark  below  bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 

in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 
Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,395 

1882  AU-55 . 65 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1,095 


Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heaton’s  treatise,  Mint  Marks,  in  1893).  Accordingly,  few 
1886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  was 
6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of  business 
strikes  was  thus  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1886-S,  in¬ 
creasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition,  the  1886 
Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors.  As  can  be  seen, 
the  availability  of  an  1886-S  in  high  grade  as  here  offered  is 
a  very  special  occasion. 

1889  MS-63.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 350 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695 

The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 


1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 

somewhat  proollike . 695 

1890-S  AU-55 . 175 

1891  AU-58 . 85 


1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1 860. 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 505 
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Coin  Quiz 


Little  Difference  =  Great  Value 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


valuable  if  it  has  a: 

a.  Reeded  edge. 

b.  Lettered  edge. 

c.  Weakly  struck  left  wing  on  the  eagle. 

d.  Repunched  8  in  date. 

5.  Among  1797  Draped  Bust  silver  dollars,  a 
specimen  in  AU  grade  would  attract  a  lot  of  atten¬ 
tion  in  any  grade,  but  especially  if  it  has  a: 

a.  Lettered  edge. 

b.  Trace  of  bifurcated  letters  on  the  obverse. 

c.  Small  Letters  reverse. 

d.  Planchet  defect. 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  standard  varieties  among 
United  States  and  related  coins  in  which  a  special  feature — often  a 
tiny  difference — makes  the  issue  more  valuable  than  one  without  this 
feature  or  caused  attention  in  some  other  way.  How  many  can  you 
identify 1  Get  six  or  more  right ,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or 
eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or 
10  correct,  and  you  deserve  a  medal!  In  fact,  this  quiz  is  a  little  too 
tough  in  our  opinion,  so  we've  added  a  bonus  question  at  the  end. 

,,  1 .  An  1 864  two-cent  piece  with  this  feature  is  worth  many 
multiples  of  one  without  it. 

a.  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  ribbon. 

b.  Small  Motto. 

c.  Rotated  reverse. 

d.  ASG  monogram. 

2.  An  1 807  large  cent  with  this  feature  on  the  obverse  always 
attracts  attention. 

a.  Comet-shaped  die  break. 

b.  Repunched  1  in  date. 

c.  Clash  marks  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  hair, 

d.  Planchet  roughness. 

3  •  If  this  coin  is  poorly  struck  and  the 
mintmark  does  not  show,  it  can  be 
worth  thousands  of  dollars  in  MS- 
65  grade.  However,  if  the  mintmark 
is  sharp,  it  will  attract  very  little 
attention. 

a.  1912-S  Liberty  Head 
nickel. 

b.  1886-0  Morgan 
dollar. 

c.  1948-D 
Washington 
quarter. 

d.  1922-D 
Lincoln  cent. 


1836  hai 
dollar  can  be 
especial  ly 


6.  An  1834  Classic  Head  $5  gold  coin  is 
desirable  in  any  event,  but  if  it  has  this  feature  it  is 
especially  scarce  and  desirable: 

a.  No  motto  on  reverse. 

b.  Crosslet  4  in  date. 

c.  Reeded  edge. 

d.  Die  break  on  obverse  rim. 

7 •  Among  Nova  Constellatio  coppers  dated  in  the  1780s,  the 
1786  is  especially  desirable,  and  only  a  few  are  known.  An  interesting 
feature  of  this  issue  is  that  it: 

a.  Was  made  as  a  counterfeit. 

b.  Has  a  lettered  edge. 

c.  Has  the  legend  misspelled  CONSTELATIO. 

d.  Was  legal  tender  in  Georgia. 

8.  Here’s  an  obscure  question,  but  perhaps  you  can  guess. 
Several  decades  ago  a  variety  of  1944  five-cent  piece  was  written  up 
in  the  numismatic  press  and  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  large  number 
of  counterfeits.  The  telltale  clue  was  that: 

a.  It  was  struck  in  90%  silver  alloy  (coin  silver). 

b.  The  date  was  completely  repunched. 

c.  Thomas  Jefferson  appeared  to  be  smiling. 

d.  The  coin  did  not  have  a  mintmark  above  Monticello. 

9  •  One  variety  of  1 80 1  large  cent  has  three  errors  on  the  reverse 
including  just  one  stem  to  the  wreath  (instead  of  two),  UNI  1  ED 
appearing  to  read  UNITED,  and: 

a.  Two  extra  berries  under  M  of  AMERICA. 

b.  Fraction  reading  1/000. 

c.  Word  misspelled  as  AMERICAI. 

d.  A  in  STATES  over  erroneous  E  (STATES  over  SI  El  ES). 

10.  Ahigl  ily  desired  variety  of 1 937-D  Buffalonickel  has  this  feature: 

a.  Just  three  legs. 

b.  Repunched  mintmark. 

c.  Reeded  edge. 

d.  Doubled  1937  date. 

Bonus  question.  If  an  1864  Indian  cent  has  one  of 
these  it  is  a  key  issue.  Without,  it  is  ordinary. 

a.  L  on  ribbon. 

b.  Light  strike  on  reverse  rim. 

c.  Red  and  brown  surface  toning. 

d.  Die  break. 

r  :uous3nb  snuoq 

‘*-01  ‘q-6  ‘P"8  ‘*-Z  ‘q-9  ‘*'L  T'L  '*-Z  lq-l  :SH3MSNY 


Rare  Cloin  Review  No.  113 


Page  19 


united  status  silver  coins 
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1893-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck;  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  specimen . 1,595 

1894  Proof-64.  A  light  gold  iridescent  gem.  Es¬ 
pecially  desirable  year  as  related  business 
strikes  are  scarce.  You’ll  like  the  quality  of  this 
one! .  795 

Only  972  Proof  examples  were  made  of  the  1894  dime, 
and  of  that  number  relatively  few  survive  today  in  gem  grade. 
We  recall  that  in  the  1950s  when  we  assembled  a  small  group 
of  these  (later  sold  to  Nat  Schoen,  an  Oregon  collector)  quality 
was  difficult  to  obtain,  and  it  took  much  picking  and  choos¬ 
ing.  Today  in  the  1990s  it  is  40  years  later,  and  quality  is 
even  more  elusive. 

1 894  AU-50.  Very  scarce  date.  Seldom  seen  in  this 

grade . 175 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant,  frosty  gem 

of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years  will 
elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  business 
strike  in  stock . 1,995 

Among  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  Barber  dimes, 
the  1895  is  far  and  away  the  most  elusive  issue.  Indeed,  it  is 
the  only  Philadelphia  coin  of  this  design  type  that  has  a  mint¬ 
age  below  a  million. 

1895-0  F-12.  Difficult  to  locate  in  this  condi¬ 


tion . 695 

1895-0  G-5.  Rare  in  all  grades . 189 

1895-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 
this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 695 


From  a  restricted  mintage  ot  only  762  Proofs.  How  many 
can  survive  today  in  gem  grade?  Very  few. 


1896  AU-50 . 109 

1896-0  F-12 . 235 


Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You’ll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 
one!  . 2,950 


Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  A  deeply 
frosty  coin;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 


beauty. . 2,950 

1898- 0  VF-20 . 99 

1899- 0  VF-30 . 110 

1901-S  F-12 . 295 


1902- S  EF-40 . 95 

1903  AU -5 5 . 69 

1903- S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  rare  in 

this  grade.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  Barber 
dime  specialist . 1,850 

Among  Barber  dimes  the  1 903-S  has  had  relatively  little 
“play”  in  the  press,  although  it  certainly  is  deserving  of  such. 
The  reason  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  paucity  of  high-grade- 
specimens.  If  pieces  do  not  exist  in  significant  numbers,  they 
cannot  be  described  with  frequency  in  catalogues. 

Gem  1904-S  Dime 


1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharp,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous  gem  with  delicate  peripheral  toning. 
This  beauty  has  it  all.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  assembling  a  high-grade  set  of  Barber 


dimes .  2,795 

1905- 0  VF-30 . 49 

1906- S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1 907-  D  EF-40 . 39 

1 907- 0  Weak  strike.  EF-40 . 59 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  date.  AU-58.  .  145 

1908-D  AU-50 . 65 

1908- S  AU-50 . 159 

1909  AU-58 . 75 

1909- 0  AU-50 . 99 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 


Dr.  Harry  Salyards  Writes: 


“Dear  Dave: 

“I  enjoyed  your  piece  on  the  bookstore  of 
G.G.  Evans,  in  Rare  Coin  Review  #110. 

“I  was  struck  by  your  use  of  the  image  of 
curling  up  with  the  kind  of  book  ‘which 
apparently  sold  well  in  the  years  before  the 
Civil  War,  but  which  probably  wouldn’t  be 
on  the  best  seller  list  today’ — followed  by  a 
list  including  the  two-volume  memoirs  of 
the  administrations  ofWashington  and  John 
Adams.  As  it  happens,  I  bought  that  particu¬ 
lar  set  in  Stillwater,  Minnesota  last  summer, 
and  the  shop  clerk’s  comment  as  he  was 
wrapping  it  up  was  ‘not  exactly  bedtime 
reading!’  To  which  my  unspoken  thought 
was,  ‘Well,  yes  and  no.  If  you  know  some¬ 
thing  of  the  political  controversies  of  the  era, 
it  just  might  be’ — and  for  me,  it  was. 

This  set  constituted  the  memoirs  ofOliver 
Wolcott,  staunch  Federalist,  and  Secretary  of 
the  T  reasury  after  Hamilton.  They  were  ed¬ 
ited  and  published  by  subscription,  by  his 
grandson,  in  1846,  in  two  stout  octavo  vol¬ 
umes  of  600  pages  each.  I  doubt  they  made 


anybody’s  best  seller  list  back  then,  either.  I  also 
suspect  they  would  originally  have  retailed  for 
more  than  $5.  This  leads  me  to  conclude  that, 
when  you  strip  away  the  Victorian  verbosity  of 
his  promotional  booklet,  Evans  was  involved  in 
the  honorable  pastime  of  book  remaindering 
much  as  you’d  see  it  in  action  on  the  discount 
table  at  Waldenbooks  today.  Incidentally,  any¬ 
one  who  thinks  that  recent  political  campaigns 
have  sunk  to  all-time  lows  of  negativism,  might 
change  their  opinion  if  they  knew  that,  even 
after  Jefferson  had  been  elected  in  1800,  the 
Democratic  press  continued  to  spread  rumors 
that  Wolcott  was  responsible  for  burning  down 
the  War  and  T reasury  departments  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  in  order  to  destroy  ‘the  registers  of  public 
iniquity.’  (The  American  Mercury  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  issue  of  February  3,  1801;  cited  by  S.G. 
Goodrich  in  his  Recollections  of  a  Lifetime  (New 
York,  1856). 

“ Salad for  the  Solitary,  by  the  way,  was  the 
1853  work  of  Frederick  Saunders,  an  editor 
who  originally  came  to  the  United  States  to 
compete  with,  but  ended  up  working  for, 


Harper  Brothers  in  the  era  of  the  late  1 830s 
to  mid- 1850s.  His  book  was  an  eclectic 
ramble  through  the  dying  words  of  distin¬ 
guished  me,  curious  and  costly  books,  grave¬ 
stone  inscriptions,  and  a  half-dozen  other 
subjects.  It  ran  through  at  least  a  3,000-copy 
print  run  in  the  year  of  publication,  which 
was  probably  enough  to  ensure  a  remainder 
supply  lor  some  years  to  come.  Saunders’ 
greatest  claim  to  editorial  fame — in  a  dubi¬ 
ous  sort  of  way — was  noted  by  the  late 
Eugene  Exman,  who  collaborated  with  Wil¬ 
liam  Sheldon  in  Harper’s  publication  of 
Early  American  Cents  and  Penny  Whimsy,  but 
who  also  wrote  The  Brothers  Harper,  the 
1 965  history  ol  the  firm  from  1 8 17  to  1  853. 
In  it  he  relates  that  Saunders,  while  working 
for  the  Harper  brothers,  was  approached  by 
Edgar  Allan  Poe  with  ‘the  greatest  poem  ever 
written,’  in  Poe's  none-too-humble  words. 
Saunders,  acting  for  the  brothers,  declined 
to  publish  it.  Poe  took  The  Raven  elsewhere. 

“Warm  personal  regards,” 

— Harry 
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1910-S  VF-35 . 89 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795 

1911  AU-58 . 75 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912  MS-60 . 99 

1912  AU-55  (NGC) . 65 

1912-D  AU-50 . 59 

1912- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mottled  iridescent  toning.  1 10 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1914-D  AU-50 . 59 

1914- S  AU-58 . 99 

1915  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem.  245 

191 5- S  AU-55 . 135 

1916  MS-60 . 99 

Mercury  Himes 

Commentary:  Our  present  selection  offers  many 
early  mintmarked  issues  of  high  quality,  giving  you 
a  field  day  if  you  are  putting  together  a  top  grade 
set.  Beyond  that,  there  are  many  inexpensive  Mint 
State  issues  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  a  good  start 
on  a  beautiful  cabinet. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-^4  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...60 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 52 

1917-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 475 

1917-D  MS-63  FB.  A  splendid  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  find  any¬ 
where . 770 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  full  band 

status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,350 

191 8- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 
Difficult  to  find  in  such  beautiful  preserva¬ 
tion .  425 


1919-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 
superb  quality. . 1,895 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1 9 1 9-D  dimes 
you’ll  find  anywhere . 725 

1920  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Whispers  of  golden  toning 
over  very  frosty  surfaces . 119 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty. . 350 

1920- S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 995 

1921- D  EF-40 . 549 

1923  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..65 
1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 

gem.  Seldom  seen  at  this  high  grade  level.  A 
prize  Mercury  dime  for  the  discriminating 


buyer . 1,650 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  IOC 


1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands  (NGC).  A  superb 
specimen  of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have 

never  owned  a  nicer  one! . 3,295 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .’575 

1924- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,415 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 495 

This  listing  of  quality  Mercury  dimes  is  one  of  the  finest 
you’ll  find  anywhere. 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 295 
1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of 


the  prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade 
level .  1,875 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1 ,1 50 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1928- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 525 

1929  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1929-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 

gem.  Low  mintage,  too! . 695 

1931-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1931-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1934  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1937  Proof-64.  Delicate  toning . 295 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 129 

1937- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1938- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1939  Proof-65  Brilliant . 265 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 28 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 45 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1941- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


1942- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 16 

1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 14 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast.  Buy  one  for:  . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this 

special  price! . 16 

1945-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63 . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Light  lilac  toning.  224 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .....39 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 


Roosevell  Killies 

1946-1985  Roosevelt  dime  set,  one  of  each  date 
and  mintmark.  Mint  State  and  Proof,  the  former 
above  average,  the  latter  gems.  107  different; 
lots  of  coins  for  the  money!  Housed  in  a  Dansco 

album . 165 

1946-1964  Roosevelt  dime  set.  MS-63.  In  “Day’ 
brand  cardboard  squares . 99 

1950  Proof-66.  Brilliant.  First  Proof  issue  in  the 

Roosevelt  dime  series . 35 

1951  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 29 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1955  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 14 

2iU  IMmvs 

Commentary:  The  20-cent  piece  is  one  of  the 
briefest  of  all  American  series.  In  actuality,  it  had 
only  one  really  good  year ,  1875,  in  which  over  a 
million  were  struck,  primarily  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  1 876  saw  a  sharply  reduced  production,  and 
in  1877  and  1878  only  Proofs  were  struck,  these  in 
limited  numbers  and  for  collectors. 

1875-CC  AU-55  (PCGS), . 610 

1875-CC  AU-50 . 565 

1 87 5-S  MS-60.  Especially  brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Just  purchased . 495 

1 87 5-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  brilliant 
and  lustrous,  which  mounts  a  strong  challenge 
to  MS-60  and,  in  fact,  is  nicer  than  some  MS- 
60  coins  we  ve  seen  . A- 5 
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1876  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
a  tinge  of  lustre  around  the  rim.  Quite  rare  at 

the  Mint  State  level . 985 

1 S-7 6  MS-60.  Gunmetal-blue  and  lilac  toning.  Rare 

date . 675 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 575 


Gem  Proof  1878  20C  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen 
at  either  the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very 
desirable  as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date 
and  also  as  the  last  year  of  this  short-lived 
series . 3,250 

On  ill'll*  i'  Dollars 

Commentary:  Our  offering  of  quarter  dollars  in 
this  issue  ranges  from  early  19th-century  issues 
down  to  many  attractive  pieces  in  the  Washington 
series.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  a  nice  mixture 
of  high-grade  pieces,  some  of  which  are  rare  as  well, 
intermingled  with  lower  grade,  inexpensive  coins. 
All  in  all  there  is  something  for  everyone. 

Prooflike  1796  Quarter 


1796  Browning-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively 
toned  in  iridescent  hues.  Prooflike  fields.  A 
splendid,  high-grade  example  of  this  famous 
rarity,  a  coin  that  is  greatly  desired  in  any  and 
all  grades,  but  especially  in  high  levels  such  as 
this.  The  detail  on  the  eagle’s  head,  usually 
nearly  as  flat  as  the  proverbial  pancake,  is  actu¬ 
ally  quite  sharp  on  this  piece.  Not  one  coin  in 
10  at  this  level  is  this  nice . 19,500 

The  1796  is  desirable  for  its  low  mintage,  but  most  of 
the  demand  for  it  comes  from  its  status  as  the  only  quarter 
dollar  with  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  combined  with  the  Small 
Eagle  reverse.  As  such,  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  the 
completion  of  a  type  set  of  United  States  coins.  In  the  Ameri¬ 
can  silver  series  of  design  types  the  elusive  nature  of  the  1796 
quarter  is  second  only  to  the  1796-1797  half  dollar. 

1805  B-2.  VG-8 . 265 

1818  B-2.  VF-30.  Capped  Bust  type  as  introduced 


in 

181 

5 . 

.365 

1818 

B-2. 

F-15 . 

.175 

1818 

B-3. 

EF-45  (PCGS) . 

.725 

1818 

B-4. 

FT-40.  Fight  gold  and  gray  toning. 

695 

1818 

B-4. 

.  VF-20 . 

.295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-10.  EF-40 . 725 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1820  B-5.  Rarity-5.  F-12 . 265 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 


Mint  State  1822  Quarter 


1822  B-l.  Rarity-2.  Normal  Die.  MS-62.  Fight 
lilac  and  gray  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  A  very 


attractive  specimen.  Scarce  in  all  grades;  a  ma¬ 
jor  rarity  in  a  grade  such  as  this . 4, 1 50 

1822  B-l.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Fight  gray,  golden,  and 
iridescent  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  ..875 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 250 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 75 


Liberty  Sealed  Ihiiirlm 

Brilliant,  Choice  1839  25<f 
Without  Drapery 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  If  you  are  forming  a  high 
quality  type  set,  consider  this  beauty.  It  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  stock.  .3,650 
1841-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Fight  golden  toning. 
Struck  during  the  early  years  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint . 695 

Prooflike  1851-0  25<t 

185TO  AU-58  (NGC).  Prooflike  surfaces  with 
attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck 
(most  1851-0  quarters  are  weak).  One  ol  the 
very  finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  scarce  is¬ 
sue . 4,625 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

The  style  with  arrows  on  obverse  and  rays  on  the  re¬ 
verse  was  used  only  in  1853;  the  reverse  rays  were  discon¬ 
tinued  in  1854. 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 135 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at  the  date 
and  without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1 ,395 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (NGC) . 249 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  somewhat  “creamy” 
lustre  as  is  characteristic  of  1861  Philadelphia 

Mint  quarters.  Brilliant . 550 

1868  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
proof  like.  Sharp  strike.  An  exceptional  business 
strike  of  this  date.  Rarer  than  an  equivalent 
Proof.  . 1 ,695 

Superb  Gem  1872-S  25<f 
Finest  Certified  of  this  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  offer  one 
of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  catalogues — a 
brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem  specimen  with 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders,  the  fin¬ 
est  certified  specimen  of  the  issue.  In  just  MS- 
60  (no  higher  grade  is  listed)  the  Guide  Book  at¬ 
tributes  a  value  of  $6,000  to  this  coin.  And,  in 
only  MS-60  the  issue  is  of  such  formidable  rar¬ 
ity  that  if  you  were  to  offer  twice  that  price,  we 
doubt  if  one  would  come  to  hand.  This  present 
gem  MS-65  combines  incredible  beauty  and 
quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will  be  a  center- 

piece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

1873  Arrows.  EF-40 . 219 

1876-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid,  lustrous 
specimen . 1,095 

Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  metal  from  nearby  Virginia 
City.  In  general,  the  only  easily  collectible  Carson  City  silver 
coins  in  Mint  State,  apart  from  Morgan  dollars,  are  certain 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  of  the  1875-1877  years. 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age  and  ever  popular  thus . 1,195 

Collecting  a  run  of  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
beginning  in  1879  is  a  pleasurable  pursuit.  Nearly  all  have 
low  total  mintages  (Proof  and  business  strike  figures  com¬ 
bined),  but  nearly  all  are  priced  as  “types”  rather  than  rare 
dates. 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  toning  around  the  rims . 1,975 

A  major  rarity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem  such  as  this 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare  chance  (whereas  Proofs  were  spe¬ 
cifically  saved  by  collectors). 

1885  MS-64. 1  .ustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1,850 

1886  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 6^5 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with 
a  whisper  of  gold  toning  around  the  rims.  92S 
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Barber  Uuarlers 


1901  MS-60.  Brilliant. 


159 


1892  AU-58 . 149 

1892-0  Type  I  reverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1892- 0  AU-5 5 . 169 

1893  AU-50 . 129 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 155 

1894  AU-50.  We  recently  purchased  a  nice  collec¬ 

tion  of  high  grade  circulated  Barber  quarters. 
Take  your  pick  of  those  you  need!  . 139 

1894- 0  AU-50 . 195 

1894- S  AU-5 3 . 185 

1895  MS-60.  Brilliant . 235 

1895- 0  Breen-4 145-  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 

the  right;  interesting . 279 

1895- S  AU-55.  Most  original  lustre  remains.  295 

1896  AU-50 . 135 

1896- 0  AU-55.  A  key  issue . 750 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Seldom  offered . 665 

1897- 0  AU-50.  Very  rare  in  this  grade . 650 

1897-0  EF-45.  Rare  New  Orleans  issue . 395 

1897-  S  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 595 

1898  MS-60 . 159 

1898- 0  AU-50 . 399 

1899  AU-55 . 139 

1899- 0  AU-50 . ,, . 259 

1899- S  AU-50 . ’. . 225 

1900  AU-50 . 129 

1900- S  AU-58 . 235 

1900-S  AU-55 . 199 

1900-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 


1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  of  the  20th 
century.  Quality  equal  to  this  is  very  difficult 
to  find  on  today’s  market . 2,150 


“Strong  Influence  ” 

From  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  July 
19,  1996: 

“Several  dealers  are  having  a  field  day 
selling  Eliasberg  coins;  especially  the  ones 
priced  under  $10,000.  Collectors  want 
known  rarities  with  a  pedigree,  and  these 
seem  to  fit  into  their  budgets. 

“The  Eliasberg  sale  continues  to  have  a 
strong  influence  on  the  entire  market.  It 
has  gained  more  notoriety  lor  the  coin 
business  than  any  single  event  in  a  very 
long  time.  It  has  supplied  the  impetus  the 
coin  market  needed  during  the  summer 
months.” 


Splendid  Gem  1901-0  Quarter 


1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
sharply  struck  gem.  One  of  the  finest  quality 
pieces  to  come  on  the  market  in  a  long  time. 
The  advanced  specialist  seeking  a  particularly 
fine  example  of  this  highly  prized  mintmark  will 


be  delighted  with  this  one . 3,795 

1901- 0  F-12 . 89 

1902  AU-58 . 149 

1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902- 0  AU-58 . 319 

1902- 0  EF-45 . 125 

1903  AU-55 . 139 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 125 

1903-0  EF-40 . 99 

1903- S  AU-50.  Scarce  in  high  grades . 275 

1904  AU-50 . 129 

1904- 0  AU-50 . 419 

1904-0  EF-45 . 219 

1904-0  EF-40 . 195 

1904- 0  VF-35 . 119 

1905  EF-40 . 70 

1905- 0  AU-50 . 395 

1905-S  AU-58 . 325 

1905-S  AU-55 . 295 

1905-S  AU-5 3 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 

1906  EF-40 . 69 

1 907  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning 

around  the  borders . 159 

1907-D  AU-58 . 219 

1907-0  AU-50 . 140 

1907- S  AU-50 . 265 

1908  AU-58 . 149 

1908- D  AU-58 . 165 

1908-D  AU-55 . 139 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1908-0  AU-58 . 175 

1908- S  EF-45 . 295 

1909  AU-50 . 129 

1909  VF-35 . 45 

1909- D  AU-58 . 195 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1909-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Very  nice  in  every  re¬ 
spect . 850 

1909- S  AU-50 . 195 

1910  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 

toning  around  the  rims . 325 

1910- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

191 0- D  AU-50 . 239 

1911  MS-60 . 175 

1911  AU-55 . 129 

191 1- D  AU-55 . 525 


1912  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 1  59 

1912-S  AU-55 . 289 


1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 
more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grade.  Very  low  mintage  of 484,000  pieces. 
A  very  important  purchase  opportunity  for  the 


specialist . 1 ,195 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date . 675 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395 

191 3-D  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1913- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  wisps 

of  champagne  toning . 195 

1914  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden 

toning . 1 59 

1 91 4- D  AU-50 . 119 

1914- S  MS-60 . 935 

1915  AU-58 . 145 

1915  AU-55 . 129 

191 5- D  AU-55 . 129 

1 91 5- S  AU-58 . 215 

191  5-S  AU-50 . 199 

1916  Barber.  AU-50 . 129 

1916- D  Barber.  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden 

toning.  Last  year  of  the  design  type . 495 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-50 . 119 


Slamliim  l.ilirrl'  Quarters 

Commentary:  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars 
are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins. 
Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquar¬ 
ters  when  you  build  a  high-grade  set!  We  are  very 
particular  when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory, 
and  we  know  you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you 
receive  from  us. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our 


view. .  1 ,750 

1917  Type  I.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 145 

1917  Type  I.  EF-40 . 59 


Our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program... 

is  a  great  way  to  build  a  collection  month  by 
month,  coin  by  coin.  Would  you  like  to  collect 
a  set  of  commemorative  half  dollars,  of  gold 
coins  by  design  types,  of  quarter  dollars,  of 
Morgan  dollars? 

You  pick  the  specialty  and  grade  level  pref¬ 
erences.  You  let  us  know  the  amount  you  would 
like  to  spend  each  month. We  ll  do  the  rest. 

Gail  Watson,  working  closely  with  Dave 
Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena, 
will  keep  track  of  what  you  already  have,  and 
give  you  first  chance  at  new  items  we  acquire 
thatyou  need.  Each  coin  comes  with  a  money- 
back  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 
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19U-D  Ivpe  1.  MS-64  Full  Head . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC)....850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  AU-58 . 149 

1917-S  Type  L  AU-58  FH  (NGC) . 249 

1917  Type  11.  AU-50 . 79 

1917-D  Tvpe  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGG).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1,095 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  A 
sharp,  brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous  gem,  one  of 
the  linest  we  have  seen  or  handled.  Rare  so 
tine .  1,495 


1917-S  Type  11.  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 


very  frosty. . 695 

1917-S  Type  II.  EF-45 . 95 


Important  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with 


The  Mysterious  Coinage  of  1816 


LETTER 

FROM  THIS 

Secretary  of  ttjc  Creasmrp, 

TKAKSM1TT1MG 


SUNDRY  STATEMENTS 


kUTIU  *• 

TUE  OPERATIONS  OP  1UE  MINT 

UNITED  STATES. 

February  28.  1817. 

Rfljid  and  ordervJ  to  lie  upon  th*  Tabta. 


WASHINGTON: 

I’llINTEO  KV  WILLIAM  A.  f>AVIS. 

1817. 


Amount  j/  iid  for  def  -  n  of  silver  from  l»t 
January  to  3l«t  Dcrrmbfr,  lJJIfi.  .  211.57 5  1*6  5 

Arid  silver  unitM  id  tb©  band*  ol  tin?  Treasu¬ 
rer  of  lh«  Miut,  on  il.«  3!ftt  of  December, 

j8n  .  1 

28,676  06  0 

l)r  duct  tl  sum,  U-iuif  >  balance  of  '» Ivor 
ciiini  ir.  tbe  band*  ol  i!  e  Trr  »«nr**r  of  the 

Mini,  on  tli©  31*1  ol  December,  1815,  ■  1ft  0 


Silver  '.jiu''  made  from  tlio  Ut  ol  January, 
to  31  f.  of  December*  1818— hnlf  tlcdlflra 

|7,U,0:  «|u„rrerd  dlnrb  20,003,  id, 765  13  0  28,575  75  0 

Milv  r  l«  illion  in  the  Viands  '»(  the  oflw  ci e  <jC 

,  U*  Mini,  December  :> Jit,  1816,  .  7,529  I  t  22«  8,686  77  n 

As,  above,  32,295  07  22  37,262  62  0 


Cet)plrolJ©r\  f  Wv  e.  t'rbn.nrj  22* j,  1817. 

(Signed)  ANDREW  ROSS,  Clerk. 


As  is  well  known  there  are 
very  few  United  States  coins 
dated  1816.  In  fact,  dated  coin¬ 
age  of  this  year  is  limited  to  just 
one  denomination:  the  cent.  No 
half  cents,  half  dimes,  dimes, 
quarter  dollars,  half  dollars,  sil¬ 
ver  dollars,  or  gold  coins  were 
produced  with  this  date.  And 
yet,  page  seven  reproduced  here¬ 
with  from  the  1816  mint  report 
describing  coins  made  from 
January  1  through  December 
31,  1816,  notes  a  number  of 
interesting  things:  no  gold  coins 
were  struck.  No  news  here.  How¬ 
ever,  “Silver  coins  made  from 
the  1st  of  January,  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1816 — half  dollars 
47, 1 50;  quarter  dollars  20,003.” 
These  pieces  were  made  from 
earlier-dated  dies,  probably  in 
both  instances  dated  1815.  On 
another  page  it  was  noted  that 
one-cent  pieces  amounting  to 
$28,209.62  were  delivered  by 
the  treasurer  during  1816.  This 
would  have  amounted  to 
2,820,962  pieces.  The  report 
noted  that  “slightly  over  63 
pounds  of  copper  planchet  had 
been  spoiled  in  striking” — in 
other  words,  these  are  what  nu¬ 
mismatists  would  know  today 
as  highly  desirable  mint  errors. 
These  were  “to  be  used  as  alloy 
in  the  coinage  of  gold  and  sil¬ 
ver”  at  a  future  date.  At  the  time, 
copper  cent  planchets  were  pur¬ 
chased  from  Matthew  R. 
Boulton  in  England. 


hints  ol  golden  toning.  Overdate  feature  is  ex¬ 


tremely  bold . 2,750 

1918  AU-50.  Brilliant . 85 

1918  FT  to . 46 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 


kling  gem . 725 

1918-D  EF-45 . 99 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 650 

1918-S  MS-60 . 189 

1918- S  AU-50 . 85 

1919  AU-50 . 95 

1919- D  EF-40 . 295 

1919-S  AU-50 . 575 

1919-S  EF-45 . 450 

1919-S  VF-20 . 219 


1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.219 


1920  MS-62.  Brilliant . 139 

1920  AU-58 . 95 


1920-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce 


in  Mint  State . 319 

1920-D  EF-40 . 115 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 


issue . 1,350 

1920-S  AU-50 . 99 

1920-S  EF-40 . 55 

1921  EF-45 . 309 

1923  EF-40 . 36 


1923-S  AU-50.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series. 
Most  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  One  of 
many  quarter  dollars  recently  purchased. .  509 


1923-S  VF-30 . 395 

1923-S  VF-20 . 325 


Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25<t 


1924-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  sharply 
struck  gem  example  ol  one  of  the  harder-to-find 

issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

1924-S  MS-64 . 1,195 

1924-S  AU-50.  Quite  scarce  in  this  grade . 185 

1926  AU-50 . 59 

1 926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning.  1 55 
1926-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Eustrous  with  light 

toning . 155 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date  among 
later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for 


the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,195 

1926-S  EF-45.  Elusive  issue . 125 

1926-S  VF-20 . 23 

1927  EF-40 . 29 


1927-D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue. 
Beautiful! . 1 ,895 

1927- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  in  all  grades, 

especially  above  VF.  Just  purchased.  975192  - 
S  EF-40  (ANACS).  Just  purchased . 975 

1928- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 
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Miss  Liberty 
Ages  Gracefully 


This  clippingfrom  circa  1910  bears  no  dateline,  and  was 
found  in  an  old  scrapbook  by  David  Sundman 
who  fiirnished  it  to  us.  The  story  of  Anna 
Willess  Williams,  the  model  for  the  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar,  has  been  told  many  times,  but 
the  present  article,  here  adapted  [with 
new  notes  in  brackets]  and  slightly  edited, 
offers  a  few  tidbits  of  information  that 
were  new  to  us. 


*, 


Her  Profile  is  On  Silver  Dollar 

Decorative  emblems  on  American  currency  are  never 
Fictitious;  there  is  always  a  personality  behind  the  head  or 
symbol  on  every  coin.  This  is  true,  from  the 
Indian  head  on  our  smallest  tender  (and 
more  recently,  the  Lincoln  cent)  to 
the  profile  of  “Miss  Liberty”  on  the 
silver  dollar.  [Although  there  may 
have  been  models  for  certain  early 
heads  on  coins,  such  as  the  1793 
Chain  and  Wreath  cents  and  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  silver  coins,  their  identi¬ 
ties — if,  indeed  they  ever  existed — 
are  not  known  today.] 

It  has  just  come  to  light  [actually,  this  had 
been  known  by  numismatists  for  a  long  time]  that  the 
original  “Miss  Liberty”  is  Miss  Anna  Williams,  one  of 
the  delegates  to  the  convention  of  the  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association,  recently  held  in  San  Francisco.  Miss 
Williams  bears  her  distinction  with  becoming  modesty.  She 
is  the  one  person  who  can  accuse  the  minted  dollar  of  being 
a  counterfeit,  for  contrasted  with  her  contemporary  photo¬ 
graph,  it  is  figuratively  counterfeit. 

The  human  profile  shows  little  change  in  the  course  of  the 
passage  from  youth  to  maturity.  Even  for  the  purpose  of 
present  comparison  it  would  he  a  violation  of  federal  statutes 
to  reproduce  her  profile  from  an  American  silver  dollar  [not 
so;  silver  dollars  were  commonly  illustrated  in  publications 
circa  1910  when  this  article  was  written],  and  it  is  quite 
probable  that  all  profile  photographs  of  Miss  Williams  that 
were  in  existence  at  the  time  the  cast  was  made  have  been 
destroyed.  Her  classic  facial  outline  is  now  stamped  on  the 
coin  and  will  he  until  a  change  is  ordered,  but  it  is  only  to  be 
seen  there.  A  representation  of  Miss  Williams  face  as  it  looks 


today  is  here  shown;  the  similarities  may  be 
easily  traced  by  comparison. 

In  1 878,  whileMiss  Williams  then  ayoung 
girl,  was  a  student  at  the  Philadelphia  acad¬ 
emy  of  Fine  Arts,  the  national  government, 
in  conformity  with  the  coinage  act  of  five 
years  before,  ordered  a  change  in  the  design  of 
the  coin  in  use  and  instructed  Dr.  Richard 
Henry  Linderman,  then  director  of  the  Mint 
in  that  city,  to  undertake  the  work. 

Struck  with  the  cameo  cast  of  Miss  Will¬ 
iams’  features  he  chose  her  as  the  model  for 
the  new  design,  and  Morgan,  the  medalist 
(made  the  now  well-known  profile  on  our 
most  familiar  silver  coin.  [Actually,  she  had 
modeled  for  George  T.  Morgan  in  1 876,  and 
her  portrait  was  first  used  on  a  series  of  1  877- 
dated  pattern  half  dollars  (see  top  photograph).] 

At  once  she  became  the  object  of  enthusiastic  public  notice  and 
her  picture  was  in  demand  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Lawrence 
Barrett  begged  her  to  join  his  company  of  players  [inconsistent 
with  the  writer’s  earlier  assertion  that  her  identity  was  not 
known  until  years  later],  then  in  the  zenith  of  its 
fame,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  she 
was  able  to  escape  from  the  glare  of  the 
limelight  in  which  the  compliment  of  Dr. 
Linderman’s  selection  had  placed  her. 

But  it  was  to  teaching  that  her  ambi¬ 
tions  were  directing  her,  and  soon  after  she 
gave  up  the  pursuit  of  art  to  accept  a  position 
in  the  public  school  department  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  her  native  city. 

That  her  choice  was  a  wise  one  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
she  has  been  for  the  last  12  years  head  of  the  kindergarten 
system  of  the  Quaker  City  and  ranks  high  among  the 
leaders  of  primary  education,  by  whom  she  is  regarded  as 
an  authority. 

Patterson  DuBois  [1847-1917;  he  had 
worked  at  the  Mint  circa  1867-1886],  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Sunday  School  Times,  has  de¬ 
clared  her  to  be  the  greatest  force  in 
modern  sabbath  school  pedagogy. 

Time  has  dealt  lightly  with  the  beaut)' 
that  in  former  days  gave  her  national  fame. 
Her  blonde  hair  is  but  faintly  touched  with 
gray  and  the  contour  of  her  classic  features  is  as 
finely  molded  as  in  early  youth. 


Rare  Coin  Review  Fan  Writes 

The  following  is  from  J.M.,  a  New  York  reader: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“It  is  very  satisfying  to  write  this  letter  to  you  as  a  way  of 
expressing  my  appreciation  to  you  and  your  staff  for  the  joy  vou 
have  brought  to  me  as  an  ardent  collector  and  client  of  your  firm. 

“I’m  an  avid  reader  of  your  Rare  Coin  Review,  The  Coin 
Collector  newspaper,  Special  Coin  Letter,  auction  catalogues  and 
other  periodicals  that  come  my  way. 

Your  publications  have  been  my  mentor  and  I  am  an  eager 
protege  in  my  never-ending  quest  for  knowledge. 


.we 
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1  \  I'l  l. It  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1928-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 49 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1929  VF-20 . 15 

1929- D  EF-45 . 45 

1929- S  AU-50 . 65 

1930  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

Irosty.  Exceptional  quality. . 635 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  ol 

champagne  toning.  Beautiful! . 385 

1930  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1930- S  MS-65  FH  (PCGS). . 625 

1930-S  EF-40 . 29 


Uasliiiiiiloii  Quarters 


Commentary:  Washington  quarters,  once  con¬ 
sidered  “common”  and  largely  ignored  by  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community,  have  now  become  one  of 
the  most  popular  series,  and  scarcely  a  day  goes 
by  without  our  sending  out  multiple  orders  to  as 
many  different  sections  of  the  country.  If  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters  are  your  forte,  make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for  high  qual¬ 
ity  pieces.  We  have  bought  quite  a  few  recently, 
and  the  present  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  an  espe¬ 
cially  nice  selection. 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Scarce  so 

fine . 895 

1 932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unap¬ 
preciated  as  such . 895 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . ....259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 

toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 


1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over 


brilliant  surfaces . 110 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1934-D  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 1 59 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  Beauti¬ 


ful!  .  105 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1935-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-65 . 575 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


In  this  Rare  Coin  Review  you  will  find  one  of  the  highest 
quality  offerings  of  Washington  quarters  anywhere  in  nu¬ 
mismatics.  We  continue  to  add  many  beautiful  pieces  to  our 
stock,  and  this  listing  gives  you  an  early  opportunity  to  ac¬ 


quire  the  pieces  you  need. 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 


1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  285 

1935-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 65 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1936- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find 

in  this  grade . 425 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular,  ever  in  demand . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1938- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1939  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 125 

We  have  bought  a  nice  group  of  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ters,  and  in  this  issue  we  offer  a  particularly  fine  selection. 

1939  MS-65 . 39 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939- D  MS-66 . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1940- S  MS-64 . 29 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1941- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

194 1- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1950  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1952  Proof-65-  Brilliant . 29 

1952  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1954  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1956  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 14 

1964  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1964-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 


Hall  Dollars 

Commentary:  Half  dollars  and  more  half  dol¬ 


lars — we  have  been  buying  half  dollars,  one  of  our 
favorite  series,  and  in  this  issue  offer  a  wide  selec¬ 
tion  from  early  Flowing  Hair  coins  down  to 
Franklin  half  dollars  of  our  own  era.  Along  the  way 
you  are  bound  to  find  something  you  would  like 
to  have  as  part  of  your  collection.  As  always,  satis¬ 
faction  is  guaranteed. 

Elmvino  Hair  Hall  Dollars 


1795  0-105.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  well  struck  and  well  centered. 
Some  traces  of  lustre  are  visible  in  protected 
areas,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  great  coin 
for  the  type  set  collector  and  variety  special¬ 
ist  alike .  5,495 


Outstanding  1795  0-102  50C 


1795  Overton-102.  Rarity-5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example,  attractively  toned  with 
most  design  features  boldly  delineated.  This 
piece  is  among  the  finest  known  of  the  O-l  02 
die  combination  and  is  certainly  Condition 
Census.  Ideal  for  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set . 5,695 

Attractive  1795  Half  Dollar 


1795  0-114  Three  Leaves  50<f 


1795  0-114.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4. 
VF-25  (NGC).  From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown 
J r.  Collection.  Where  can  you  find  another  so 
nice? . 6,900 
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Ilniliril  linsl  Hall  Hollars 

1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  EF-40.  Light  gray 
and  olive  surfaces.  Some  lustre  among  the  stars. 
A  very  nice  coin  with  some  attributes  of  an  even 
higher  grade . 795 


High-Grade  1805/4  50<f 


1805/4  0-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  every 
respect.  Always  popular,  always  in  demand.  One 
of  the  most  desired  varieties  among  half  dollars 
of  this  era.  EF-40  is  among  the  higher  grades 
to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times;  most 
are  in  the  Fine  to  VF  range . 2,900 


A  Letter  from  T.L. 

“Dear  David: 

“Enclosed  are  the  photos  I  promised  to 
send  you  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
auction.  Be  sure  to  notice  the  lot  number 
on  your  electronic  board  in  the  picture  of 
you  at  the  podium.  My  wife  and  I  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyed  ourselves  at  the  auction, 
and  I  enjoyed  buying  the  1858  pattern 
cents,  Lots  123  and  130. 

“Some  observations  are  in  order.  My 
wife  Melinda  and  I  enjoyed  your  com¬ 
ments  from  the  podium,  even  though  some 
simply  wanted  a  quick  sale.  As  you  men¬ 
tioned,  it  was  an  historic  auction,  one  to  be 
savored,  rather  than  rushed  through....  in 
all,  it  was  a  great  time.  Thanks  again! 

“On  a  different  note,  how  about  offer¬ 
ing  fellowships?  In  medicine,  when  one 
wishes  to  become  more  proficient  in  an 
area,  one  can  take  a  short  term  fellowship. 
It  is  a  time  of  concentrated  study  for  a  week 
or  so.  You  have  the  ideal  set  up,  it  would 
seem,  with  your  staff  and  inventory.  You 
could  give  a  talk  on  grading,  for  example, 
followed  by  some  hands  on  experience 
grading  coins.  The  fee  would  need  to  be 
reasonable  yet  enough  to  make  it  worth 
your  while. 

“We  hope  to  see  you  at  the  next  Eliasberg 
Collection  auction  in  spring  1997.  Your 
dates  are  ideal  for  us  as  they  coincide  with 
the  kids’  spring  break.  See  you  then!” 


I  here  arc  no  1804  non-overdate  hall  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  the  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this 
date.  Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 

surfaces.  Bold  overdate  feature . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  Sharp  overdate.  VF-30 . 450 

fainn‘il  linsl  Hall  Hollars 

Commentary:  In  todays  market  it  is  possible  to 
assemble  a  basic  date  set  of  Capped  Bust  half  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  1807-1836  years — with  many  interest¬ 
ing  overdates  and  other  varieties  included  as  well — 
for  a  very  reasonable  price.  Make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters.  We  have  a  nice 
selection  in  just  about  every  grade  level.  And,  of 
course,  although  we  are  excited  about  the  coins  we 
add  to  our  inventory,  each  and  every  one  is  subject 
to  your  satisfaction  once  you  receive  it  in  the  mail. 


1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Gorgeous  frosty,  lustrous 

surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Rare  so 
fine . 2,250 

1811  0-110.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 129 


Notable  1817/3  Overdate 


1817/3  O-lOla.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  with  medium  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 3,495 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 

Popular  overdate . 1  >695 

1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  golden 
toning  over  silver  surfaces . 57  5 

Gem  1819/8  Overdate 

1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  gem  coin  from  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  Certainly,  this  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  in  existence  anywhere!  4,250 
1819/8  O-l 04a.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  A  quality  specimen  of  this  early 
overdate .  1 .295 


1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365 


Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  0-1 01  a.  Patched  3.  MS-64  (NGC)  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust 
is  hidden  by  the  toning.  From  the  James  Bennett 
Pryor  Collection . 4,495 


1823  0-1 1 1.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 2,750 


1824  Over  Various  Dates 


1824  Over  Various  Dates.  0-103.  MS-63 

(NGC),  somewhat  conservatively  graded  in 
our  opinion,  and  a  match  for  an  MS-65. 
Evenly  mixed  russet,  blue,  and  pale  gray.  Tiny 
nick  on  cheek . 3,995 

1824  0-108.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Liberty,  due 

to  “die  chatter"  during  striking.  MS-60.  Beau¬ 
tiful  light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1825  0-116.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  very  brilliant, 
frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  cer¬ 
tain  pieces  we’ve  seen  at  the  MS-62  and  MS-63 
level.  A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  895 

1826  0-106.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highlv 
lustrous;  as  nice  or  nicer  than  some  MS-63  pieces 


we’ve  seen.  A  Find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135 

1 826  0-1 1 2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 

outstanding  coin . 525 

Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 3^0 

1827  0-133.  Raritv-4.  AU-50 .  195 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  (  DINS 


L 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (AN ACS) . 350 

1829  0-1 17.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 . 395 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1 83 1  0-1 09.  AU-50.  At  the  AU  level  there  are  many 

excellent  values  to  be  found  among  Capped  Bust 
halves . 245 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  MS-62.  A  gorgeous 

specimen  with  iridescent  toning  over  deeply 
frosty  surfaces . 895 

1832  0-110.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning 
around  the  rims.  A  superb  specimen  recently 
purchased.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 1,350 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 425 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 
toning . 295 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 
gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 
attractive . 1 ,650 


The  Pryor  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 

lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 4,250 

The  1837  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  two  years  (the  other 
being  the  low-mintage  Reeded  Edge  1836  made  in  January 
1 836)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  and  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  50  CENTS.  Unlike  the  earlier  Let¬ 
tered  Edge  halves,  these  were  struck  on  new  high-speed  steam- 
powered  presses. 

1838  VF-20 . 99 


quality. . 2,350 

1843  EF-40.  Included  are  many  different  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars . 85 


Gem  1833  Half  Dollar 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1843-0  MS-63  Prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces.  An  exceptional  specimen,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion .  2,450 

1845  EF-40 . 175 

1 846  Tall  date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846-0  WB-105.  Repunched  6,  Small  date.  AU- 

50 . 275 

1846- 0  VF-30 . 65 

1847- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1 ,450 

1848  EF-45 . 275 


Splendid  Gem  1849  Half  Dollar 


1833  0-102.  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Ideal  for  “type”  or  for  the  variety  spe¬ 
cialist.  A  gem! . 2,750 

1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 250 

1833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 

Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore.  VF-35. 
Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  especially  deep  and 
bold . 785 

1834  0-101 .  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55.  295 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 

very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 
silver  surfaces . 1,350 

1836  0-106.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  .345 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1 ,595 

Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


Rare  Mint  State  1850  50<t 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  very  beauti¬ 
ful!  . 2,595 


1843  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and 

very  lustrous.  A  gem  specimen  of  exceptional 

Add  our  great  books 
TO  YOUR  library! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


1850  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Gorgeous 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces. 


Well  known  as  an  elusive  date . 2,950 

1850  EF-45 . 595 

1850- 0  VF-35 . 75 

1851- 0  AU-50 . 350 


1852  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus 


1839  Capped  Bust.  Large  Letters.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 
or  type  set.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Col¬ 
lection . 6,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Hollars 


1839  No  Drapery.  VF-20  (NGC) . 319 

1841  VF-30 . 175 

1841-0  VF-35 . 99 


1842  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Medium  date.  EF-45.  175 


1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive  pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  anywhere.  From  the  James 

Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 3,950 

1849-0  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  AU-58.  Silver  gray 
fields  with  some  mottled  toning.  A  few  hair¬ 
lines  are  seen.  Extremely  sharp . 595 

1849-0  EF-45 . 165 
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trous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nicer  in  qual¬ 
ity  than  some  we’ve  seen  offered  as  MS-62  or 

MS-63 . 1,493 

1852  EF-40 . 750 

1854  Arrows.  VF-30 . 59 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 

and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue . 2,150 

1855-0  Arrows.  EF-40 . 110 

1855- S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 

grade  level . 475 

Although  arrows  were  discontinued  as  part  of  the  design 
in  1856,  the  reduced  weight  remained  the  same  as  autho¬ 
rized  under  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853. 

1 856- S  VF-35.  Rare  in  any  and  all  grades . 275 

1857  AU-55 . 175 

1858- S  AU-50.  The  1858-S  is  very  elusive  in  AU 

grade  or  even  close  to  it . 350 

1859  WB-102.  Rarity-6+.  Type  II  reverse.  Net 

MS-63,  but  actually  MS-64  or  finer  with  some 
surface  abrasions,  none  serious.  Brilliant  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collec¬ 
tion .  1,650 

1859- 0  AU-50.  ...At . 175 

1860  WB-102.  Rarity  5+.  MS-63.  Brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre.  A  beautiful  specimen  from  the 
James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,650 

1861  WB-101 .  Rarity-3+.  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty 

and  lustrous  with  golden  toning  around  the 
obverse  border . 895 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1862  VF-20 . 115 


1i*i***i,t4**u 

'•  tv 


1862-S  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  Large  S.  MS-63.  Full 
brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic  appeal. 
From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  2,150 


1863  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,365 

1864  EF-45 . 235 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1 866-S  WB-1 01 .  No  Motto.  Rarity-7  at  this  grade 


level.  MS-63  to  64.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very 
faint  splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically 
delightful  example  of  this  rarity.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 8,950 

1866- S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rarity  in  any  sea¬ 
son . 975 

1867- S  WB-101.  Rarity-7.  Large  S.  MS-62.  Ac¬ 
tually  MS-63,  in  our  opinion,  with  pale  ivory 
lustre,  subdued  from  a  very  light  cleaning  long, 
ago.  A  small  scratch  on  the  reverse  from  the 
rim  at  8:00  to  the  eagles  left  wing.  From  the 


James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,950 

1868  EF-45 . 295 


1868- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 

level . 2,495 

1869  WB-101.  Rarity-5 +.  MS-63  (NGC).  Re¬ 
flective  lustre  with  pale  silver  gray  changing  to 
faint  lilac  and  blue  along  the  periphery.  A  few 
very  minor  surface  marks  and  hairlines  are 
noted,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  From  the 
James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,495 

1869  MS-60.  We  have  bought  a  little  group  of 
these — kept  together  for  decades — and  offer 
them  for,  each: . 409 

1869  EF-40 . 110 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 
Mint  State . 1 ,650 

1869- S  EF-45 . 159 

1870  VF-30 . 79 

1870- S  VF-35 . 99 


1870-CC  VG-8.  Rare  (it  goes  without  saying).  750 


1871- S  VF-35 . 59 

1872- S  EF-40 . 190 

1873  No  Arrows.  AU-50 . 275 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 

struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces . 1 ,595 


1873  WB-1 08.  Rarity-7.  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC). 
Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  lilac  toning. 


Instant  Delivery ! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just 
$10  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above 
that  amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  I  ODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you'll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 


Minor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the  obverse  fields, 
otherwise  MS-63  or  finer.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  A  finer  pedigree 


could  not  be  imagined . 1 ,595 

1 873  Arrows.  AU-50 . 4 1 9 


1873-CC  With  Arrows  Rarity 
Choice  Mint  State 


1873-CC  Arrows.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63 

(NGC)  with  claims  to  MS-64.  Mottled  olive, 
gold,  and  steel  blue  toning.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 14,500 

Splendid  1873-S  Half  Dollar 


1873-S  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  Arrows.  Net  MS- 

63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  touch  of  amber 
toning  on  the  reverse.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible 
on  the  reverse,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  From 

the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 6,995 

1873-S  Arrows.  F-12 . 119 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  is  overlaid  with  light 

natural  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp, 
and  lustrous.  A  bit  conservatively  graded,  in  our 
opinion;  this  would  easily  pass  for  MS-62  and 


mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-63.  ..  1 ,295 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1874  Arrows.  VF-30 . 95 

1874-CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare! . 950 

1874-S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 


1875-CC  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  Small  CC.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satin  white  surfaces  with  a  blend¬ 
ing  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible 
in  the  obverse  fields,  otherwise  MS-64.  From 


the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1 ,450 

1875-S  AU-55 . 195 


1876-CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen  of  this 
well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar.  Ideal  for 
either  a  specialized  collection  or  a  tvpe  set.  92S 


’age 
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I87~  WB-I04.  Raritv-7+.  Repunched  7.  Type 
11.  Reverse  MS-64  (NGC).  Prooflike  surfaces. 
Attractive  lilac,  gunmetal-blue,  and  iridescent 


toning . 1,295 

1877  EF-40 . 79 


1877-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Add  a  Carson  City  coin 
to  your  collection.  A  lustrous,  frosty  beauty.  950 
1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NCC).  Sharply 
struck,  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooilike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,495 

The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die  polishing  (which, 
in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal  that  will  be  ideal  in  your  collection.  1 ,625 
1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 


per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1877-S  MS-60 . 375 

1877-CC  VF-35 . 99 


1878-CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1,895 

1879  MS-60.  The  first  of  a  parade  of  low-mintage 
dates.  All  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock.  ..  595 

1880  MS-63.  Rare  date . 895 

1881  EF-45.  Rare . 375 

1883  F-15.  Rare  date . 275 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine . 850 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 

hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  year . 1 ,495 

Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 
of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

1886  VF-35.  Rare  date . 455 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Remarkable  for  its 
low  mintage.  Some  marks  on  the  knee,  mostly 
hidden,  prompted  the  grading  gurus  at  NGC 
to  assign  the  MS-63  grade,  but  if  considered 
by  the  surfaces  alone  (the  fields),  it  appears  to 
be  a  gem  MS-65.  You’ll  like  this  one! ....  1 ,195 


1890  VF-30.  Rare  date . 325 

Diirher  Half  Dollars 

1892  AU-55 . 325 


The  new  Barber  half  dollar  appeared  in  1892  without 
any  fanfare.  In  fact.  Barber  coins  of  all  denominations  were 
widely  ignored  by  the  public.  The  spotlight  was  on  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  and,  coinage-wise,  the  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars  to  be  issued  in  conjunction  with  it.  Although 
1892  Columbian  half  dollars  were  hoarded  in  quantity  by 
the  public,  regular  issue  1 892  Barber  half  dollars  were  not. 

1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  Fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded  sepa¬ 
rately  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous  speci¬ 


men  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1,350 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  A 

very  beautiful  specimen . 995 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892- S  AU-50 . 595 

1893  AU-55 . 399 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1893- 0  AU-50.  Attractively  toned . 395 

1893- S  G-7 . 79 

1 894- S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1 ,650 

1894-S  VF-30 . 119 


1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with 


areas  of  medium  golden  toning . 1,750 

1895  AU-58 . 469 


1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 


gold . 365 

1895- S  EF-40 . 295 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 

type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Quality!  From 

the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 2,450 

1896  EF-40 . 225 

1896- S  AU-58.  One  ol  the  keys  to  the  series.  895 

1896-S  VF-25.  Elusive  in  all  grades . 235 


1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice  if  not  nicer  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  oilers  a  lot  of  value  lor  the  money  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree!  . 1 ,695 

1897-0  F-15.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 385 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 


1897-S  VF-35.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Barber 
half  dollar  series . 525 


1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  ..595 


1898  AU-55 . 369 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898  VF-35 . 109 

1898- S  EF-45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899  F-15 . 45 

1899- 0  EF-45 . 285 


1899- S  EF-45 . 240 

1900  VF-35 . 95 

1900- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1900-0  EF-40 . 275 

1900-0  VF-30 . 125 

1 900-  S  EF-45 . 250 

1901  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 

toning  around  the  border.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  Barber  half  dollar  of  the  20th 
century . 1,350 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901  EF-45 . 175 

1901- 0  EF-45 . .'.....350 

1901-S  VF-30.  Rare . 295 

1901-S  VF-20.  Classic  scarce  date . 235 

1901- S  VG-8 . 29 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- 0  AU-50 . 375 

1902-0  VF-20 . 59 

1902- S  EF-45 . 245 

1903  EF-40 . 175 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 225 

1903-0  EF-40 . 195 

1903-0  VF-20 . 79 

1903- S  EF-45 . 259 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-50 . 549 

1904-S  F-12 . 140 

1905  AU-55.  Scarce . 389 


In  its  day,  the  firm  of  Dr.  J.C.  Ayer  &  Co.,  Lowell, 

Massachusetts,  was  the  leading  purveyor  of  patent  medi¬ 
cines.  In  1864  they  issued  numerous  encased  postage 
stamps — today  highly  collectible.  One  of  these  is  shown 
herewith.  Ayer’s  Cathartic  Pills  were  advertised  as  being  “en¬ 
tirely  free  from  croton  oil”  (whatever  that  is)  or  other  dangerous 
substances.  “They  are  sugar-coated  and  pleasant  to  take,  while 
sufficiently  powerful  to  act  upon  the  most  robust,  ...  where  a  gentle 
yet  efficient  cathartic  is  required,  they  purify,  invigorate  and  enrich 
the  blood,  stimulate  it  to  healthy  circulation,  and  if  taken  occasionally, 
keep  the  system  in  perfect  order.”  Sounds  good  to  us!  You  can  just  see  if  Ayer  were  still 
in  business — which  it  isn’t — how  interesting  its  TV  campaigns  would  be.  By  the  way, 
the  town  of  Ayer,  Massachusetts,  is  named  after  Dr.  Ayer — he  donated  money  to  pay 
for  its  town  hall. 
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1905-0  AU-50 . 475 

1905-0  EF-40.  Scarce  date . 275 

1905- S  EF-40 . 215 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 495 

1906- D  EF-45 . 175 

1906-0  EF-45 . 199 

1906-0  F-15 . 55 

1906- S  EF-40 . 199 

1907  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

Only  575  Proofs  were  minted,  one  of  the  smallest  fig¬ 
ures  in  the  series. 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907- D  EF-45 . 185 

1907- D  EF-40 . 140 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 
the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 

1908-0  EF-40 . 165 

1908-0  VF-20 . 79 

1908- 0  F-12 . 29 

1909  AU-55 . 375 

1909  AU-50 . 350 

1909  EF-40 . 69 

1909- 0  EF-45 . 325 

1909-0  VF-30 . 110 

1909- 0  F-12 . 45 

1910- S  VF-25 . 85 

1911- S  VF-35 . .V. . 99 

1912- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,395 


Really  nice  Barber  half  dollars  are  very  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  higher  grades.  The  present  coin  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer. 

1912-D  AU-55.  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  350 

1912-D  AU-50 . 325 

1912-S  EF-40 . 175 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  over 
deeply  frosty  fields,  with  some  hints  of  cham¬ 
pagne.  A  superb  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  rarely 
found  in  high  business  strike  levels . 1,850 

In  1913,  collectors  seeking  an  example  of  this  date  opted 
for  easily-available  Proofs.  As  a  result,  business  strikes  were 
ignored.  Today,  an  MS-63  coin  is  several  orders  rarer  than  a 


Proof-63  example. 

1913  VG-10 . 39 

1913-D  AU-55 . 325 

1913-S  EF-40 . 195 

1915  EF-40  (ANACS).  Light  silver  surfaces.  A  beauty! 

One  of  the  rarest  issues  in  the  series . 475 

1915  VF-30.  Low  mintage  date . 245 

191 5-D  AU-55P. . . 375 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 

1 91 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 

surfaces . 325 

1915-S  EF-45 . 185 


Liberty  Hal  kino  Half  Dollars 

Commentary:  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  have 
been  acclaimed  by  many  as  the  most  beautiful 
American  silver  design  ever  put  into  circulation. 
And,  contemplating  a  lustrous,  frosty  Mint  State 
example — even  of  common  dates  in  the  1940s — 
one  must  agree  with  this  sentiment. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  wide  variety  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  from  the  earliest  varieties  of 


1916  and  1917  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  the 
1 940s.  Along  the  way  are  many  scarce,  interesting, 
and  desirable  pieces,  all  hand  selected  for  their  qual¬ 
ity.  If  you  are  already  a  specialist  in  the  series,  use 
this  listing  to  add  pieces  you  need.  If  you  are  new 
to  the  series  and  want  to  begin,  a  suggestion  is  to 
start  with  some  of  the  less  expensive  dates,  those  in 
the  1930s  and  1940s.  A  little  bit  of  money  will  go 
a  long  way  in  these  years,  and  today  in  1 996  many 
choice  and  gem  Mint  State  coins  are  available  for 
truly  reasonable  prices. 

Advanced  specialists  or  beginning  collector — ei¬ 
ther  way  we  know  you’ll  like  our  quality  and  value. 


1916  EF-45.  First  year  of  issue . 175 

1916-D  EF-45.  Mintmark  on  obverse . 159 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  mintmark.  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  beautiful,  and  in  this  degree  of 
beauty,  rare.  . 1,935 


The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  1 9 1 6  and  early  1917 
have  a  surface  somewhat  different  than  those  of  later  years, 
and  on  Mint  State  examples  the  fields  are  a  hybrid  between 
lustrous  and  matte.  Also,  the  rims  of  the  coin  seem  to  be 
broader  and  sharper. 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
peripheral  toning . 1,095 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  with  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces — 
quality  you  will  appreciate . 2,1 50 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
If  you  like  golden  toning — and  who  doesn’t? — 
this  attractive  certified  piece  will  fill  the  bill 


exactly.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  EF-40 . 145 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS). 

Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning. .  1,325 
1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1,325 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  AU-50.  Brilliant. 

Much  original  lusrre  remains . 425 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels . 1 ,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 


pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 


the  series . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  EF-45 . 795 


Gem  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Qual¬ 


ity!  . 3,175 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  AU-50 . 135 

1918  AU-50 . 259 

1918- D  EF-40 . 165 

1 91 8-S  AU-55 . 175 

1918- S  AU-50.  Much  lustre  remains . 145 

191 9- S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus¬ 

tre  remains  in  protected  areas.  One  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  series . 895 


Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 
with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 


this  nice! . 2,525 

1920-S  EF-45 . 235 


Sharp  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being  tar 
and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin  in 
the  series.  A  very  “special"  half  dollar . 3,450 

Economic  times  were  heady  in  America  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  decade,  and  beginning  in  1915-1916,  great  inflation 
occurred.  This  lasted  until  the  end  of  World  War  1  in  1918, 
with  the  momentum  sustaining  it  until  slightly  latci  How¬ 
ever,  by  1921  a  correction  or  recession  set  in.  there  were  dif¬ 
ficult  times  in  several  areas  ol  the  economy  including  agn 
culture  and  hanking  Production  figures  lor  coins  dropped 
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BM 


f  Collection  Portfolio  Program 


from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


Build  a  truly  meaningful 
collection  and  have  fun 
while  you  are  doing  it. 
We  think  the  most  convenient 
and  enjoyable  way  to  collect  is 
through  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program.  By  joining,  you  are  the 
beneficiary  of  years  of  numismatic 
expertise.  The  program,  managed  by  Gail  Watson 
of  our  Direct  Sales  Department,  brings  to  you 
coins  hand  selected  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt.  We 
believe  that  our  buyers  are  the  pickiest  out  there, 
and  we  guarantee  that  you  will  be  pleased  with 
every  coin  you  receive  from  us. 

Whether  you  aspire  to  build  a  type  set  of 
United  States  coin  designs  in  copper,  nickel, 
silver  or  gold;  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking  Liberty  half 
dollars;  a  classic  set  of  commemorative  coins,  or 
any  otherspecialty,  the  C.P.P.  isan  ideal  way  for 


you  to  begin  a  collection  or  add  to  one  you 
already  have. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  benefit  of  the  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  is  our  ability  to  tailor-make  a 
program  for  just  about  any  collector  (beginning  at 
$  1 00  per  month ).  We  want  to  find  for  you  the  coins 
you  are  seeking  in  the  grade  range  you  choose  for 
the  amount  of  money  you  want  to  spend.  You  will 
receive  a  special  members-only  discount  on  all 
C.P.P.  purchases  and  have  first  pick  of  pieces  as 
they  come  through  our  door.  Over  time,  Gail 
Watson  (working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt)  will  get  to  know  you 
and  the  kind  of  coins  you  like.  We  do  this  because 
we  are  only  happy  when  you,  our  valued  customer, 
are  happy.  To  make  sure  of  this,  we  guarantee  that 
you  will  be  satisfied  with  every  purchase  you 
receive  from  us  or  you  may  return  it,  no  questions 
asked,  within  30  days  of  the  purchase.  You  may 
also  cancel  your  membership  at  any  time. 


Gail  Watson 
Sales  Director 


A  Happy  C.P.P.  Client  Writes 

This  letter  arrived  in  our  mailbox  from  T.B., 
a  midwestern  client: 

"I  iust  received  my  new  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
selection,  which  was  a  rare  1 864  Small  Motto  2 -cent  piece, 
in  AU-55  condition.  As  usual  I  am  very  pleased  with  Gail 
Watson's  choice.  The  coin  is  tremendous  and  fits  nicely  into 
my  collection.  Since  I  have  participated  in  the  program  for 
the  past  1 0  years,  your  firm  has  afforded  me  the  ability  to 
form  a  truly  meaningful  collection  of  several  different 
series.  I  would  like  to  thank  you  personally  for  your  firm's 
friendly,  professional,  and  personal  service  over  the  years. 
You  and  your  staff  should  be  proud  of  your  efforts  in 


Let  the  fun  begin!  Send  us  the  coupon 
below  or  call  Gail  at  800-222-5993  today 
and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to  building  a 
beautiful  and  meaningful  collection. 

I 

i  □  PleasecalltosetupmyCollection  Portfolio  Program! 

|  I  would  like  to  collect:  Monthly  Amount: 

j  I  would  like  to  pay  by:  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  AmEx 

I  CARD  NUMBER  EXP  DATE 

J  □  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 

I  NAME 

I - 

,  ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


UNITED  STATEN  SIEVED  CO  I  NS 


(an  exception  being  the  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  both 
ot  which  were  subject  to  political  pork  barrel  considerations). 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921,  low  production  figures 
were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia,  Denver  and 
San  Francisco.  Few  collectors  had  the  inclination  or  money 
to  set  aside  quantities  of  this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the 
survival  of  a  Mint  State  piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is 
strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 


Brilliant  Mint  State  1921  50<f 


1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest  mintage  issue  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 3,450 


1921  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous.  Just  purchased;  one 
of  many  nice  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  re¬ 
cently  added  to  our  inventory.  . 2,350 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 1,595 

Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


192 1-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient 
of  original  lustre  remaining.  The  key  issue 
among  all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  2,750 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 


three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not 

have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

1921-S  VF-20 . ’."....575 

1921-S  F-12 . 59 

1923-S  EF-40 . Z".^  210 

1927-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Quite  lustrous.  The  grad¬ 
ing  experts  at  PCGS  could  have  just  as  easily 
called  this  AU-50,  in  our  opinion . 249 

1927- S  VF-20 . 29 

1928- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty,  brilliant  surfaces. 

Scarce  in  Mint  State . 1,295 


Splendid  Gem  1929-D  50<£ 


1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quality 
in  every  aspect — with  brilliant  and  frosty  sur¬ 
faces,  also  sharply  struck.  Few  comparable  pieces 

exist! . 2,325 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  coin  that 
offers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS- 
64  level,  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 


for  only . 1 ,495 

1929-D  AU-50 . 165 

1929-D  EF-45 . 95 

1929-D  EF-40 . 75 


Remarkable  Gem  1929-S 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  and 
sharply  struck  specimen  of  this  highly  desired  is¬ 


Qiiality! 

It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and  you 
should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first  cost  is 
your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never  goes  out 
of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
we  have  been  delivering  quality  coins  to 
collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever  since 
we  started  business  in  1953,  and  in  the 
process  have  built  what  is  probably 
America’s  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership. 


sue — certainly  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. 

The  specialist  will  appreciate  this  one! . 2,795 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  This  gem  was 
just  purchased  and  is  among  hundreds  of  new 


items  offered  in  this  issue . 1,075 

1929-S  AU-50 . 169 


Marvelous  1933-S  Half  Dollar 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,595 

One  of  the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen, 
this  lovely  piece  is  brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  Use  it 
to  start  out  in  a  splendid  way  your  set  of  half  dollars  of  the 


1 930s  decade. 

1933- S  EF-45 . 69 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 412 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1934  AU-55.  Brilliant . 37 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 925 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 190 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1934-D  AU-55 . 84 


Lustrous  Gem  1934-S  50<f 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  specimen 
of  a  variety  which  is  very  difficult  to  find  at 
this  level — a  key  to  the  series . 3,125 


Brilliant  Gem  1934-S 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  high  qualin 
gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  catalogue!)  and  you  II  find  these  rarely 

offered! . . . U25 
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UNITHII  STATUS  SI  11  tilt  COINS 


1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 


men  ot  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 699 

1934-S  AU-50 . 98 

1933  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1933  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 92 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1935  AU-58 . 40 


It  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 


will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping. 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1935-D  AU-50 . 59 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 840 

1936  MS-65 . 175 

1936  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned . 175 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1936  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 62 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 44 

1936- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 82 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 499 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 294 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 224 

1937- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 196 

1 937-  S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 448 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938- D  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  splendid  specimen  of 

this  highly  prized  date . 675 

1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938-D  AU-55 . 308 

1938-D  AU-50 . 273 

1938-D  EF-45 . 119 

1938- D  EF-40 . 109 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  AU-58 . 35 

1939  AU-50 . 28 

1939- D  AU-50 . 30 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940  MS-60.  Brilliant . 35 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1941  AU-55 . 20 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1 94 1-D  AU-58 . 30 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 217 

1941-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 82 

1941-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 33 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any 
other.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are  very  “fussy,"  often  by¬ 
passing  several  coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  dis¬ 
criminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high-quality  collec¬ 
tion  of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our  selection 
carefully. 


1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1942  AU-58 . 24 

1942  AU-55 . 20 

1942  AU-50 . 16 

1942-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 519 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1942- S  AU-55 . 28 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-55 . 20 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 60 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 53 

1943-D  AU-50 . 27 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1943- S  AU-55 . 29 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1944  AU-50 . 16 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 273 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1944-D  AU-50 . 26 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1944-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 25 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945  AU-50.  Brilliant . 16 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1945-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 27 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 162 

1945- S  AU-50  Brilliant . 24 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 162 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 162 

1946  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1946  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 795 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 44 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1946S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 27 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 

1947  AU-55.  Brilliant . 29 

1 947-  D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 123 

1947-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 28 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin 
is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee 
forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

98 

412 

1934-D 

490 

925 

1934-S 

699 

3125 

1935 

364 

1935-D 

1225 

1935-S 

840 

2295 

1936-D 

154 

399 

1936-S 

294 

499 

1937 

77 

224 

1937-D 

490 

1937-S 

280 

448 

1938 

112 

372 

1938-D 

545 

675 

1085 

1939 

73 

154 

1939-D 

73 

154 

1939-S 

266 

1940 

44 

56 

140 

1940-S 

84 

420 

1941 

46 

56 

105 

1941-D 

52 

70 

1941-S 

112 

217 

1365 

1942 

41 

49 

105 

1942-D 

70 

100 

189 

1942-S 

56 

87 

519 

1943 

41 

49 

105 

1943-D 

74 

162 

1943-S 

49 

560 

1944 

41 

53 

133 

1944-D 

53 

70 

126 

1944-S 

49 

87 

630 

1945 

41 

49 

112 

1945-D 

46 

52 

112 

1945-S 

42 

50 

162 

1946 

44 

50 

1946-D 

46 

50 

1946-S 

50 

1 12 

1947 

46 

52 

1 947- D 

42 

52 
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ITankliii  Hall  Dollars 

We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1 948-1 963 
Franklin  half  dollars  including  many  beautiful  Mint 
State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to  start 
a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 


1948  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1948- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949- D  MS-64 . 75 

1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1949-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  135 

1949- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1950  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1950  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49 

1950  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1950- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 179 

1951  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1951- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  70 

1951-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 110 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1953  Proof-64 . . . 75 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  and  gray  toning. 49 
1953-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  29 

1953-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1953-S  MS-65-  Brilliant . 65 

1953- S  MS-64  (ANACS) . 29 

1954  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  .24 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1955  Proof-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  cameo . 49 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1956  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1957  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1957  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1957- D  MS-64  Brilliant . 19 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1958- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1958-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1  959  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Obverse  die  chip  at  throat; 

interesting- appearing  feature . 22 

1959- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1959- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1 960  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1960- D  MS-63  Brilliant . 15 

1961  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 


1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

859521961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1961- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1962  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1962  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1962- D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 32 

1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1962- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65-  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1963- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20 


Silver  Dollars 

Commentary:  Among  all  pre-19th  century  sil¬ 
ver  coins,  silver  dollars  are  certainly  one  of  the  most 
popular  series.  As  such,  we  constantly  strive  to 
maintain  an  in-depth  inventory  of  quality  coins. 
Use  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to  add  to 
your  specialized  collection  or  set  of  design  types. 
We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased! 


Draiml  llusl  Hollars 


Attractive  1797  Dollar 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A 

very  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular 

date . 3,650 

There  are  three  die  varieties  of  the  1797  silver  dollar — 
BB-71,  72,  and  73 — and  all  are  generally  seen  in  grades  be¬ 
low  EF.  For  many  years  the  1797  has  had  a  special  cachet  as 
a  scarce  date. 

Eiherly  Si'iilnl  Dollars 

1841  AU-53  (PCGS).  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 


grade .  625 

1843  AU-55  (PCGS) . 695 

1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Only  issue  with  “quad 

stripes”  in  obverse  shield.  Rare  date . 1,350 


The  obverse  die  is  doubled  on  all  business  strikes  of  this 
date  (but  not  Proofs),  causing  each  vertical  stripe  in  Miss 
Liberty’s  shield  to  have  four  elements  instead  of  the  usual 
three. 


Special  “Flying  Start "  Morgan  Set: 

Well  Get  You  Started 1 


A  great  way  to  begin  a  high  grade  collection  of  this 
beautiful  series!  A  flying  start  on  a  truly  beautiful 
display!  We’ll  select  $1 ,000  or  more  worth  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1 878  to  1 904  era, 
each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS- 
64,  or  MS-65  (if  you  have  a  grade  preference  let  us 
know;  otherwise  we'll  pick  a  selection  of  various 

grades,  targeting  the  aesthetic  quality  of  each  coin) 
Our  Special  Morgan  Set  will  include  at  least 
two  different  CC  coins  as  well  as  specimens 
from  the  other  three  early  mints  ( Philadelphia, 

New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco).  In  addition, 
ifyou  request,  we  ll  send  some  other  pieces  to 
you  on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish 
(each  piece  will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask 
for  "Flying  Start  Morgan  Set.” 

Y our  net  price  is  $895. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


Memorable  1848  Silver  Dollar 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example.  Often 
a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our  offerings 
of  an  1848  of  this  remarkable  quality.  ....  5,650 

1848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
15,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 

Notable  1854  $1  Rarity 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  dif¬ 
ficult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this 
grade  level .  5,395 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1 856  is  one  of  the 
most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted  or  ex¬ 
ported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major  rarity, 
and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  landmark. 
Proofs  were  struck  in  limited  numbers  for  col¬ 
lectors — just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of  these, 
the  present  specimen  is  one  of  the  very  finest  to 
survive.  The  surfaces  are  toned  a  light  golden 
hue  over  deep  mirror  background.  The  strike  is 
needle  sharp.  If  you  offered  to  pay  twice  our 
price,  we  doubt  if  you  could  find  this  coins 
equal.  A  gem! . 29,875 


Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from 
the  Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  ex¬ 
amples  from  which  have  been  widely  scat¬ 
tered . 2,650 

Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggy.”  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  bagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  90%  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality  conscious 
buyer. 

1860-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  with  much 
lustre . 625 


Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of 
the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all 
grades . 6,350 

Your  Satisfaction  is 
Guaranteed ! 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  of  1861-1 869  are  all  scarce, 
and  in  Mint  State  they  are  significant  rarities.  This  offering 
is  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  ever  presented. 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly 
all  high-grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs; 
AU  and  Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rari¬ 
ties .  1,450 


Splendid  1867  Rarity 


1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny,  some¬ 
what  prooflike,  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  business 
strike  level.  Another  outstanding  coin  for  the 


Liberty  Seated  connoisseur . 4,950 

1867  AU-55.  Scare  date . 1,195 


Choice  Proof  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful,  brilliant  coin  with 
light  attractive  toning.  You’ll  certainly  like 
this  one! . 2,850 
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Morgan  Dollars 

Commentary:  Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to 
collect,  and  todays  market  prices  and  with  the  fa¬ 
mous  Bowers  and  Merena  quality  the  present  list¬ 
ing  offers  many  opportunities. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1921,  the  series  of 
Morgan  dollars  comprises  nearly  100  dates, 
mintmarks,  and  truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably, 
the  majority  of  these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State 
for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and 
some  of  them  are  below  $  1 00  or  even  below  $  5  0 — 
and  this  is  for  choice  pieces!  No  wonder  that  they 
are  so  popular. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a 
virtually  complete  selection.  Each  coin  has  been 
hand  picked  for  its  quality,  and  it  is  priced  to  be  a 
good  value.  If  Morgan  dollars  are  your  specialty, 
you  have  come  to  the  right  place! 

Our  listings  are  in  several  formats — including 
individual  descriptions  as  well  as  a  “grid”  for  easy 
reference.  The  two  listings  are  somewhat  different, 
so  be  sure  to  check  both.  In  addition,  our  starter 
sets  described  below — are  ever  popular  and  are 
guaranteed  to  please.  If  you  have  a  son,  daughter, 
or  “significant  other”  you  would  like  to  introduce 
to  coin  collecting  arvd  at  the  same  time  give  him  or 
her  a  numismatic  challenge  and  a  great  introduc¬ 
tion  to  history,  consider  one  of  these  sets.  You  may 
well  change  the  persons  life!  Or,  buy  a  set  for  your¬ 
self.  Either  way,  each  offers  a  great  value. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 203 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS.  Bril¬ 
liant . 429 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 280 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64 

DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 12 

1878-CC  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 203 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 203 

1878-CC  MS-63. (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1 12 

1878-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 112 

1878-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 90 

1878-CC  AU-58 . 77 

1878-S  MS-65 . 238 

1878- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1879  MS-63,  prooflike . 135 

1 879- CC  Capped  Die  (Large  CC  over  Small  CC 

mintmark).  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare 
and  in  constant  demand . 1,450 

The  1 879-CC  is  the  rarest  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar 
of  the  early  1878-1885  series.  Two  mintmark  issues  are  rec¬ 
ognized:  Large  CC  over  Small  CC,  as  offered  here,  and  “per¬ 
fect”  CC.  The  Small  CC  mintmark  is  the  style  used  for  all 
1878-CC  dollars;  later  issues  through  the  end  of  the  series 
employed  larger  letters. 

1879-0  MS-63 . . . 168 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  105 


1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1879-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1879-S  MS-65 . 140 

1879-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 
devices . 52 

1879- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1880  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1 880- CC  Reverse  of  1 878.  80/79.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant,  sharp  and  frosty.  . 615 


This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 


regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1 880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-65  (PCGS) . 615 

1 880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 203 

1 880-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 196 

1 880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 196 

1 880-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 175 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . 1,825 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 364 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-65,  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 140 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing  on  obverse  with  light  golden  toning  on  re¬ 
verse . 37 

1880-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1880- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1881  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1881  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 448 

1 88 1-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 

toning  on  obverse . 448 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Deep  mirror  proof  like.  Bril¬ 
liant .  249 

1881-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 219 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 217 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Peripheral  toning  mostly  on  the 

obverse  in  light  rainbow  colors . 217 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning . 217 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1881- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1881-S  MS-64,  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 65 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 


1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 


Don’t  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books.  The  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  We  recently 
bought  a  really  nice  group  of  these.  Buy  one  for 


only . 37 

1 88 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  rain¬ 
bow  toning  on  reverse . 37 

1881-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1881- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1882- CC  MS-65 . 287 

1881- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 77 

1882- 0  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 135 

1882-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1882-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 28 

1 882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scare e,  and 

quite  curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,050 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1882- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1883  MS-64,  prooflike . 1 15 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 224 

1883-CC  MS-64,  prooflike . 105 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 


1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 


toning . 95 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  We’ve  just  purchased  a 
large  group  of  these  and  expect  them  to  sell 
quickly! . 37 

1883- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1884- CC  MS-65 . 224 

1884-CC  MS-64 . 95 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  ll  send  you  a  really 

nice  one  from  a  group  we  recently  bought. 

Each: .  37 

1884-0  MS-63. (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 37 

1884-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 


Rare  1884-S  Dollar 


1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Sharp  strike.  One  of  the  key  dates  in 


the  series  at  this  level . 5,600 

1884- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 442 

1885- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1885-CC  MS-64 . 280 

1885-CC  MS-63,  Deep  mirror  proof  like.  Bril¬ 
liant . 275 

1885-CC  MS-63 . 145 

1885-CC  VAM-3.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  245 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 238 
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Numismatic 

Nostalgia 

Rec nlln  lioiiN  »f  a  tain  Collectoi 


The  following  account  is  by  Augustus  B.  Sage,  an  early 
coin  dealer  who  was  prominent  on  the  numismatic  scene  in 
the  late  1850s  and  early  1 860s.  These  were  the  beginning  days 
of  intense  collecting  activities  on  the  American  scene,  the 
hobby  was  evolving,  and  there  were  many 
changes. 

Sage  provides  an  interesting  win¬ 
dow  on  the  hobby  at  the  time.  The 
fever  for  Washington  pieces  refers 
to  the  interest  of  Mint  Director, 

James  Ross  Snowden  in  1859  and 
early  1960  in  acquiring  Washing¬ 
ton  pieces  for  the  Mint  Cabinet.  He 
offered  to  trade  restrikes,  patterns, 

and  other  special  pieces  in  order  to  p-.r.tuztNvjit 

obtain  them. 

Very  little  is  known  about  Barn  urn’s  Ameri¬ 
can  Museum  with  regard  to  its  coin  collection. 

The  museum  later  burned,  but  the  present  ac¬ 
count  reveals  that  “some  very  rare  specimens  of 
early  coinage,  were  sold  for  a  dollar  each  to  a 
prominent  collector  of  New  Jersey.  The  so-called 
“clock  excitement”  pertains  to 
Barnum’s  personally  guaranteeing  cer¬ 
tain  obligations  of  the  Jerome  Clock 
Company  in  Connecticut,  which  he 
did  in  all  trust,  only  to  sustain  a  per¬ 
sonal  financial  crisis  when  the  com¬ 
pany  collapsed.  More  about  Barnum 
can  be  found  in  his  biography,  Struggles 
and  Triumphs,  as  well  as  later  biographies. 

The  Central  America  sank  in  September  1857  carrying 
with  it  many  hapless  passengers  as  well  as  a 
fortune  in  gold  bullion  and  coins.  A  copper 
impression  of  the  Central  America  medal 
was  featured  in  our  Witham  and  Sansoucy 
Collections  sale. 

S.  H.  Black  apparently  made  a  business 
by  creating  and  selling  electrotypes.  I  he 
process,  which  was  in  use  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  as  early  as  1842,  by  the  1860s 
was  widely  employed.  The  “leaden  token 
he  put  in  circulation  in  1857  actually 
bore  the  date  1858,  had  an  imitation  of 


Miss  Liberty’s  portrait  on  the  reverse,  but 
with  entirely  different  inscriptions — 
scarcely  able  to  fool  anyone,  never  mind 
that  the  date  was  after  such  cents  had  been 
made  for  circulation.  Today  this  is  listed  by 
Russ  Rulau  in  his  United  States  Tokens 
1700-1900  book,  page  204,  in  two  varia¬ 
tions — copper  over  lead,  apparently  fairly 
easily  available  and  priced  at  $16  VF  and 
$40  Uncirculated,  and  silver,  marked  “ex¬ 
tremely  rare”  and  not  priced.  Additional 
varieties  were  made  by  Black  and  dated 
1  859,  and  further  varieties  were  made  with 
dates  1860  and  1861.  Rulau  commented: 
“His  unusual  store  cards,  close  imitations 
of  the  large  cents  of  the  government,  which 
ceased  in  1857,  seemed  almost  an  attempt 
to  keep  the  series  alive  as  he  issued  them  each  year  from  1858 
through  1 86 1 ...  His  business  disappears  from  the  New  York 
directories  after  1  861 ,  so  he  may  have  gone  off  to  war,  or  the 
war  may  have  caused  him  to  abandon  his  business  for 
another.” 
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An  illustration  of  a  medal  issued  in  the 
early  1850s  for  P.T.  Barnum’s  Ameri¬ 
can  Museum,  New  York  City.  Men¬ 
tioned  are  “500,000  curiosities 
including.. .coins,  medals...” 


My  Dear  Editor: 

In  1857,  I  think  it  was,  I  first  met  Mr.  Daniel  Fiske.  At 
that  time  he  was  one  of  the  assistant  librarians  of  the  Astor 
Library,  New  York,  and  through  the  kindly  courtesies  of 
Mr.  Fiske  and  his  gentlemanly  associate,  F.H.  Norton, 
Esq.,  I  was  enabled  to  obtain  much  valuable  information  on 
the  subject  of  numismatology.  This  was  the  year,  I 
believe,  in  which  Paul  Morphy  made  his  entree 
into  the  chess-world,  and  Mr.  Fiske  assumed 
the  editorial  chair  of  the  “Chess  Monthly,”  a 
journal  that  is  no  longer  subject  to  the 
payment  of  taxes.  Mr.  Fiske  had  a  fair 
collection,  but  whether  he  is  collecting  or 
not  at  present,  I  do  not  know.  By  the  way, 
speaking  of  Morphy,  a  medalet  in  copper 
wasstruckby  Lovett,  ofNewYork,  during  the 
year  1858,  having,  it  must  be  said,  not  a 
very  accurate  profile  of  the  champion  chess¬ 
player.  In  1 859  or  ’60  I  remember  making 
a  purchase  from  Mr.  Billings,  the  die  sinker 
of  William  Street,  of  a  number  ofmedalets 
struck  in  Birmingham,  England,  and 
among  them  two  of  the  medal  of  Washing¬ 
ton  and  the  Presidents.  At  the  time  they 
were  very  scarce,  and  the  “fever”  for  “Washingtons"  was  commenc¬ 
ing.  I  sent  one  to  the  Mint,  and  the  other,  I  believe,  went  to  a 
,  t  ,  collection  in  this  city.  But  I  understand 

that  some  gentleman,  a  few  years  ago, 
discovered  the  dies  in  Europe,  and  forth¬ 
with  had  a  “goodly  supply”  for  the  mar¬ 
ket. 

Mr.  Frank  Jaudon,  a  wealthy  broker 
of  Wall  Street,  commenced  collecting 
about  1 860, 1  believe,  and  had  a  very  fine 
collection,  which  he  has  now  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Spencer,  the  celebrated 
lawyer  of  New  York,  has  for  many  years 
been  forming  a  cabinet  of  gold  and  silver 


This  column  looks 
at  aspects  of  the 
coin  hobby  from 
news  items  and 
other  things  in 
print  years  ago. 
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specimens.  He  has  taken  for  many  years  an  earnest  interest  in  thestudy.  I  have 
met  him  frequently  of  late,  and  am  pleased  to  know  that  his  interest  has  not 
abated.  About  seven  years  ago  the  old  Museum  (Barnum’s)  contained  a  very 
fair  cabinet;  a  miscellaneous  collection,  it  is  true,  but  scattered  here  and  there 
in  the  cases  were  some  very  rare  specimens  of  our  earlier  coinage.  At  the  time 
of  the  “clock  excitement,”  I  believe,  the  rarer  specimens  were  purchased  at 
"one  dollar  each  all  round”  by  a  prominent  collector  of  New  Jersey.  There 
can  be  no  question,  I  take  it,  that  the  exhibition  of  the  cases  of  coins  in 
Barnum’s,  at  the  time  I  have  referred  to,  was  an  incentive  for  a  great  number 
of  present  collectors  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  subject;  and  the  public 
exhibition  of  such  frames  in  all  museums  tends  greatly  to  stimulate  the  study. 

A  few  weeks  since,  in  Washington,  D.C.,  I  met  our  mutual  friend,  and  one 
well  known  to  your  readers,  Wm.  Legget  Bramhall.  Mr.  Bramhall  served  with 
distinction  during  the  war  as  captain  of  volunteers,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
head,  and  was  breveted  major,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  colonel,  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  services.  He  was  looking  very  well,  although  he  told  me  he  suffered 
occasionally  from  his  wounds.  He  still  collects,  though  not  to  the  same  extent 
as  formerly.  I  believe  Bramhall's  was  the  first  extensive  sale  of  business  cards  or 
tokens  in  this  country. 

The  sale,  in  1 860,  of  a  silver  medal  of  the  wreck  of  the  Central  America ,  to 
Mr.  J.  Lorimer  Graham,  Jr.,  was  my  first  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  Graham  was  one  of  the  fortunate  survivors  of  that  ill-fated  vessel.  Mr. 
Graham  had  then,  and  I  believe  possesses  now,  a  cabinet  that,  in  intrinsic  worth 
alone,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  country. 

Well  do  I  remember  the  first  time,  on  my  way  down  Broadway  one 
morning  a  few  years  since,  of  my  seeing  a  case  of  electrotype  copies  of  medals 
in  front  of  the  place  of  business  of  Mr.  S.H.  Black.  Mr.  B.  has  been  for  years 
a  professional  electrotypist,  and  has  made  some  very  fine  copies.  You  may 
remember  the  leaden  token  he  put  in  circulation  about  1 857.  It  was  made  in 
imitation  of  the  old  copper  cent,  the  token  being  cast  in  lead  and  covered  with 
a  thin  coating  of  copper,  and  had  on  its  reverse  the  business  address  of  the 
maker.  That  token  came  very  near  getting  Black  into  trouble.  He  was 
indicted  and  tried  for  the  offense  of  making  his  own  business  cards;  but,  after 
an  impartial  trial,  honorably  acquitted.  Mr.  Black  was  the  originator  of  the 
large  salver  containing  copies  of  the  Washington,  Clay,  and  Webster  medals 
by  Wright. 

We  have  but  few  numismatologists  of  the  old  school,  strictly  speaking,  in 
this  country — “more’s  the  pity!” — but  we  have  a  few,  and  among  the 
foremost,  as  one  who  collects,  not  in  the  style  of  Prior’s  “Curio” — you 
recollect  the  lines: 

“What  toil  did  honest  Curio  take, 

What  strict  inquiries  did  he  make, 

To  get  one  medal  wanting  yet, 

And  perfect  all  his  Roman  set! 

’Tis  found:  and,  O  his  happy  lot! 

’Tis  bought,  locked  up,  and  lies  forgot.” — 

But  with  the  true  zeal  and  fervor  of  the  numismatic  student,  I  refer  to 
Mr.  James  Oliver,  the  worthy  secretary  of  your  society.  Mr.  Oliver  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  fraternity  in  this  country,  and  his  collection,  though 
small,  is  eminently  a  grand  one.  Before  closing  this  rambling  article,  I 
would  state  that  I  hardly  anticipated  my  friend  Cogan  would  have  spent  so 
much  time  in  corroborating,  satisfactorily  to  the  public,  the  foot-note  of 
your  worthy  self  in  my  first  article,  to  the  effect  that,  still  pursuing  “the  even 
tenor  of  his  way,”  he  dispensed  rare  and  costly  specimens  at  a  moderate 
valuation.  A  simple  “I  still  live!”,  I  imagine,  would  have  saved  the  composi¬ 
tor  considerable  labor. 

Truly  yours, 

A.B.S. 


Among  professional  numismatists  of  the  past,  the  name  of 
I  ho  J.  Bierly  is  not  particularly  well-known.  In  fact,  when  we 
came  across  this  particular  letter  and  envelope  postmarked 
March  7,  1908,  we  couldn't  recall  having 
heard  of  him.  His  career  was 
brief.  _ 
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Peace  Dollar  Specialist 

This  message  is  from  E.P.  W.  to  Gail  Watson: 

“Just  a  quick  note  to  thank  you  for  your  guidance  and  help  in 
putting  together  my  Peace  silver  dollar  collection.  I  am  very  much 
impressed  with  the  quality  and  ‘look’  of  the  coins. 

“I  also  wanted  to  tell  you  that  I  have  obtained  a  1927-D  Peace 
dollar  on  my  own.  I  just  couldn't  resist  it.  Kindly  check  that  issue 
off  the  list  you  are  keeping  of  the  pieces  1  need. 

“Thanks  again  for  your  help. 
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1885-0  MS-65. 


140 


1885-0  MS-64  (AN ACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 37 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1885- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 322 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1886  MS-64 . 49 

1886  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1886  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1886  AU-50.  Brilliant . 22 

1886- S  MS-64.  Scarce  so  line.  Brilliant . 615 

1886-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 182 

1886- S  MS-60,  prooflike . 165 

1887  MS-64.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  .49 

1887  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 

1887  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1887- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1887- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 90 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1888  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow  toning 

on  obverse . 4 1 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1888- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripheral 

toning . 539 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 378 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . .,..59 

1889  MS-61.  Brilliant . 28 


Key  1889-CC  Rarity 

1889-CC  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  delicate  toning.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  merit  MS-63  or  nicer. 
A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  key  Carson  City 


Mint  dollar  in  the  Morgan  series . 7,395 

1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 364 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 203 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 140 

1889- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1890  MS-64 . 196 

1890- CC  MS-63 . 434 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1890-CC  AU-5  5 . 126 

1890-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 98 

1890-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 140 

1890-S  MS-64,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,295 

1 890- S  MS-64 . 140 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS) . 525 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 67 

1890- S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...195 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 

level . 770 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  issue . 630 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 308 

1891-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 182 

1891-CC  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 182 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 


1891- CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issues  of  the  era . 665 

1892- CC  MS-63,  proollike.  Brilliant . 950 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 910 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 645 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 645 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 910 

1893  AU-5 5 . 238 


Choice  1893-CC  Rarity 


1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  highly  lustrous.  A  choice  example  of 
this  highly  prized  Carson  City  issue.  One  of 
hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed  here. ..  3,425 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1 ,795 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,610 

1893-CC  EF-40 . 395 

1893-CC  VF-20 . 185 

1893-0  AU-5 5  (PCGS) . 665 

1893-0  EF-45.  Brilliant . 249 

1893- S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  MS-60.  Brilliant . 980 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 
lustre  remain . 630 

1894- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 168 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat 

scarce  issue;  one  we  can  never  buy  in  quantity. 
Rather,  we  tend  to  find  choice  examples  one 

at  a  time .  595 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1 895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usu¬ 
ally  seen  specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco 
Mint  issue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 


particularly  choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends 

here!  . 3,695 

1896  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  champagne 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  issue.  Rare 

so  fine!  Just  purchased . 1 ,695 

1896  MS-65 . 175 

1896  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more  frost,  lus¬ 
tre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen.  An  excep¬ 


tional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. ...  2,240 

1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 
ing .  840 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 224 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1897- 0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 105 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 

1898  AU-55.  Brilliant . 25 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  yellow  toning.  147 

1898-0  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 85 

1898-0  MS-64 . 49 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1898-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 162 


Likes  his  1872-CC  Dollar 

This  nice  note  is  from  M.I.,  a  Midwest 
client: 

“All  the  coins  in  my  collection  of  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollars  are  in  PCGS  and  NGC 
slabs,  about  half  in  EF-40  and  EF-45, 
about  half  in  AU-50,  -53,  -55,  and  -58, 
none  in  Mint  State. 

“I  have  a  fairly  well-trained  eye  by  now  to 
what  aesthetically  decent  and  better  Seated 
dollars  look  like  in  grades  EF  and  AU.  I  got 
a  Bowers  and  Merena  flyer  the  other  day  on 
silver  dollars  you  are  currently  offering,  and 
disregarded  the  1872-CC  in  F-12,  which 
was  on  the  flyer  but  without  a  photo.  When 
1  saw  the  photo  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  I 
received  today,  I  decided  to  order  the  coin. 
The  photo  sold  me  on  this  attractive  (and 
attractively  priced)  rarity.  I  could  have  paid 
a  lot  more  (to  another  dealer)  for  an  EF 
1  872-CC  graded  correctly  but  a  dog  for  eye 
appeal.  So  please  keep  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
full  of  photos  of  the  coins  offered! 
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1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 168 

1899-0  MS-64 . 50 

1899- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 168 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1 ,395 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,395 

1900-0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 490 

1900-S  AU-50 . 56 

1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  An  end- 

run,  so  to  speak,  for  the  buyer  seeking  a  high- 
level  1901 . 1,895 

In  our  opinion  there  is  a  great  deal  of  value  in  a  Proof 
such  as  this.  First  of  all,  the  Proof  1901  is  quite  rare  in  its 
own  right,  as  only  813  Proofs  were  struck,  and  many  have 
become  lost,  strayed,  or  damaged  since  then.  More  impor¬ 
tant,  Mint  State  pieces  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  this  lovely 
Proof  is  offered  at  much  less  than  the  price  for  an  equivalent 
Mint  State  coin. 

Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  $1 


1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well- 
struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  1 0  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  high- 
grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 

ends  right  here . 4,395 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  coin, 

well  struck . 2,135 

1901  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 2,135 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 595 

1901  AU-53 . 294 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 294 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS) . 266 

1901-0  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 95 

1901-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  .54 

1901- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 343 

1902  AU-58.  Brilliant . 35 

1902- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1902-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1902-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 28 

1 902- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1 902- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1902- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189 

1903  MS-65 . 203 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1 903- MS-62.  Brilliant . 41 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 199 

1 903- S  EF-40 . 325 

1 903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 325 


1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 77 

1904  MS-60.  Brilliant . 70 

1904-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . J40 

1904-0  MS-64.  B  rilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 
toning . 37 

Gem  1904-S  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 

Key  date . 3,295 

1 904-S  AU-50 . 560 

1904-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Hard  to  find  at  all  high 

grade  levels . 560 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1921  Morgan  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1  15 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1921  Morgan  .  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1921-D  MS-61  (PCGS) . 28 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1921-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


Morgan 
Silver  Hollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help 
you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

1878  8  TF 

MS-63 

84 

MS-64 

203 

MS-65 

1878  7/8  TF 

112 

308 

1878-CC 

112 

203 

1050 

1878-S 

56 

238 

1879 

105 

1 879-0 

462 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1879-S 

52 

140 

1880 

98 

1880-CC 

203 

280 

699 

1880-0 

364 

1825 

1880-S 

49 

140 

1881 

105 

910 

1881-CC 

217 

252 

448 

1881-S 

49 

140 

1882 

44 

525 

1882-CC 

77 

98 

287 

1882-0 

840 

1882-S 

49 

140 

1883 

56 

1883-CC 

74 

95 

224 

1883-0 

49 

140 

1884 

245 

1884-CC 

74 

95 

224 

1884-0 

49 

140 

1885 

49 

140 

1885-CC 

245 

280 

525 

1885-0 

37 

49 

140 

1885-S 

189 

442 

1886 

49 

140 

1886-S 

287 

1887 

37 

49 

140 

1887-0 

350 

1887-S 

189 

525 

1888 

56 

175 

1888-0 

63 

490 

1888-S 

245 

539 

1889 

59 

378 

1889-0 

232 

665 

1889-S 

203 

364 

1890 

196 

1 890-CC 

434 

840 

4195 

1890-0 

77 

203 

1890-S 

67 

140 

910 

1891 

154 

770 

1891-CC 

308 

630 

1891-0 

245 

809 

1891-S 

77 

224 

1892 

322 

665 

1892-CC 

910 

1395 

1892-0 

245 

645 

1893 

1395 

1893-CC 

3425 

1894 

3050 

1894-0 

3125 

1894-S 

875 

1895-S 

3695 

1 896 

56 

175 

1897 

53 

308 

1897-S 

560 

1898 

53 

203 

1898-0 

41 

49 

147 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVEII  ('OIIVS 


VARIETY 

MS- 63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1898-S 

525 

1899 

98 

168 

580 

1899-0 

39 

50 

1899-S 

259 

490 

1900 

54 

168 

1900-0 

54 

140 

1900-O/CC 

364 

490 

1395 

1900-S 

322 

1495 

1901-0 

54 

203 

1901-S 

770 

1902 

539 

1902-0 

49 

168 

1902-S 

575 

1903 

49 

64 

203 

1903-0 

203 

210 

399 

1904 

490 

1904-0 

37 

49 

140 

1904-S 

2165 

3295 

1921  Morgan 

27 

35 

140 

1921-D 

41 

60 

336 

1921-S 

44 

126 

Peace  Dollars 

Commentary:  We  present  a  nice  selection  of  Peace 
silver  dollars,  a  series  which  has  been  one  of  our  fa¬ 
vorites  for  a  long  time,  but  which  a  few  years  ago  fell 
out  of  favor  with  the  numismatic  community.  The 
reasons  for  this  are  probably  twofold:  first,  in  grades 
below  MS-63,  unless  the  Peace  dollar  is  hand  se¬ 
lected  for  quality,  it  is  apt  to  look  a  bit  “scruffy.” 
Even  among  certified  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65 
coins  there  are  quite  a  few  that  are  of  unsatisfactory 
aesthetic  appeal.  The  problem  is  much  greater  with 
Peace  dollars  than  with  Morgan  dollars.  Because  of 
this,  collectors  who  order  pieces  from  sellers  who 
are  not  oriented  toward  quality  are  apt  to  have  to 
spend  a  lot  of  time  and  postage  returning  ugly  coins. 
Thus,  quite  a  bit  of  effort  is  needed  to  put  together 
a  choice  set.  Second,  a  lot  of  Peace  dollars  that  weren’t 
really  scarce  or  rare  escalated  in  value  during  the 
investment  craze  of  the  late  1980s.  Once  the  inves¬ 
tors  disappeared,  prices  fell. 

The  summary  of  this  is  that  today  if  you  pick  pieces 
of  quality  you  can  assemble  a  set  for  much  less  than 
a  comparable  collection  would  have  cost  a  few  years 
ago.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  do 
our  best  to  be  careful  when  buying,  and  we  believe 
you  will  notice  a  real  difference.  Further,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  we  say,  you  are  the  final  judge,  and  for 
each  and  every  Peace  dollar  you  have  30  days  to 
return  it  if  it  does  not  completely  please  you  (seven 
days  for  certified  coins). 

A  set  of  Peace  dollars  contains  24  different  basic 
dates  and  mintmarks.  None  is  “impossible,”  al¬ 
though  the  1 934- S  is  quite  rare.  Why  not  start  a 
collection  today? 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  not  buying  Peace 
dollars  bur  have  quality  coins  for  sale,  please  con¬ 
tact  Mark  Borckardt  or  Gail  Watson,  and  let  us 


know  what  you  have.  We  are  eager  buyers  and  of¬ 
fer  instant  decision  on  all  coins  sent,  and  an  in¬ 
stant  payment  on  all  coins  purchased. 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  A  far 
above  average  striking,  and  worthy  of  attention 


as  such.  Just  purchased . 499 

1921  Peace.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 162 

1921  Peace.  AU-50 . 88 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1922  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 30 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1922-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1922- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1923  MS-65 . 175 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS) . 53 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,675 

1923- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 33 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1924- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 182 

1925  MS-64 . 53 

1925  MS-63 . 33 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 434 

1926- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,725 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 168 

1927-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 133 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue,  yet 

priced  at  only . 133 

1927-D  AU-5 5 . 92 

1927-S  MS-64 . 875 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,365 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 126 

1934-D  MS-63 . 224 

1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 90 

1934-D  MS-60 . 70 

1934-D  AU-5 5 . 49 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men . 4,125 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  The  coin  of  the  series.  1 ,675 

1934-S  MS-61 . 1,395 

1934-S  MS-60 . 1,225 

1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 434 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1935- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 179 


Peace  Dollars 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned,  and  is  among  the  finest  ex¬ 
tant  at  its  grade  level. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

245 

499 

1922 

30 

53 

175 

1922-D 

37 

63 

545 

1922-S 

329 

1923 

30 

53 

175 

1923-D 

266 

1675 

1923-S 

280 

1924 

56 

196 

1924-S 

490 

1925 

33 

53 

168 

1925-S 

119 

699 

1926 

434 

1926-D 

133 

245 

735 

1926-S 

56 

210 

1085 

1927 

294 

2725 

1927-D 

699 

1927-S 

875 

1928 

364 

665 

2950 

1928-S 

385 

1375 

1934 

126 

280 

1365 

1934-D 

224 

699 

1935 

189 

770 

1935-S 

1085 
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IlisnilimviT  Hollars 

1 971-1 978-S  Eisenhower  dollar  set  housed  in  a 
Dansco  Album.  MS-Proof. . 145 

Trade  Dollars 

Commentary:  Trade  dollars  are  a  very  fascinat¬ 
ing  series,  and  we  recommend  that  you  spend  some 
time  reading  about  them — possibly  in  Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins, 
or  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  or  in 
one  or  another  reference.  As  a  handy  rule  of  thumb, 
trade  dollars  are  many  times  rarer  than  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  with  comparable  mintages.  And,  the  beauty  part 
is  that  trade  dollars  are  often  far  less  expensive  than 
Morgan  dollars. 

If  you  are  a  Morgan  dollar  specialist  and  are  near¬ 
ing  the  end  of  your  quest,  consider  starting  a  set  of 
trade  dollars.  The  Proofs  from  1873  through  1885 
are  eminently  collectible,  and  all  are  interesting. 
Business  strikes  from  1873  through  1878-S  are  like¬ 
wise  collectible,  without  any  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  several  are  scarce. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  a  truly 
great  selection  of  trade  dollars — possibly  the  finest 
you’ll  find  anywhere, bnd  certainly  one  of  outstand¬ 
ing  quality.  Use  it  to  acquire  the  pieces  of  great 
interest  to  you. 

1874  Proof-60.  Gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  mirror  surfaces.  Quite  rare  as  a  Proof 
date;  believed  to  be  the  second  most  elusive  of 
the  1 873-1 883  era,  with  the  1 873  being  the  only 

scarcer  one . 1,150 

1874-S  MS-63.  Large  mintmark.  A  superb  coin, 
brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  Quality,  quality, 

quality! . 1 ,995 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  1 ,995 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 


among  them. 

1874- S  Small  S.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 625 

1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than 

generally  supposed . 1,250 

1875- CC  AU-55 . 425 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1 875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 
end  right  here!  . 3,095 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 795 

1875-S  Type  I/I .  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  rare.  Centennial  year  issue . 2,495 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 

specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1,895 


Gem  1876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 


attractive . 2,795 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 285 

1876-S  Type  I  I/II .  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-53  (NGC) . 345 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 


1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  100 
1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 
1 877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1,495 


1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 


1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 

higher  grades . 1,495 

1 877- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 


1877-S  AU-53  (PCGS). 
1 877-S  AU-50 . 


259 

235 


1878  Proof-63  (NGC).  Golden  toning.  Highly 

desirable  Proof-only  year . 1 ,950 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  for  the  grade.  Ideal  for  a  type 


set.  Last  business  strike  year . 1 ,050 

1878-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235 


1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Mirror  fields  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 
highly-prized  Proof-only  date . 2,395 


Interesting  Book  on  the 
Comstock  Lode 

The  following  is  from  William  Van  Kosky: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

“Recently  I  ran  across  a  book  in  an  an¬ 
tique  store  that  1  think  you  would  enjoy 
reading.  Scanning  book  titles  on  the  spines,  I 
saw  Ralston 's  Ring.  This  caught  my  attention 
because  I  remembered  that  one  of  the  most 
audacious  swindles  in  American  history  was 
worked  on  a  wealthy  businessman  named 
Ralston. 

“Leafing  through  the  book  I  found  that  it 
was  a  biography  of  this  same  Ralston,  whose 
syndicate  (‘ring’)  paid  $300,000  for  suppos¬ 
edly  valuable  mineral  lands  that  had  been 
salted  with  cheap  industrial  diamonds  and 
other  flawed  gems. 

“I  bought  the  book  and  have  just  finished 
reading  it.  William  Ralston  was  the  power 
behind  the  Bank  of  California  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  19th  century.  The  book  de¬ 
scribes  in  fascinating  detail  how  the  fortunes 
of  the  Bank  of  California  and  the  Comstock 
Lode  were  intertwined,  and  how  at  last  the 
decline  of  the  mines  and  a  run  on  the  bank 
ruined  Ralston. 

“Much  of  the  book,  which  was  written  in 
1 937  and  published  by  Scribner’s,  deals  with 
the  rise  and  decline  of  the  Comstock  Lode 
and  the  conniving  of  competing  powerful 
interests  who  fought  for  control  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  mining  properties  while  trying  to  scuttle 
Adolph  Sutro’s  five-mile  tunnel  project. 

“ Ralston  s  Ring  is  heavily  footnoted  and 
has  an  extensive  bibliography,  but  is  fast- 
moving  and  well  written.  There  are  even  a 
couple  of  numismatic  tidbits:  Ralston  sold 
some  Comstock  silver  to  the  government  of 
China,  to  be  used  for  minting  coins  there, 
and  on  another  occasion  Ralston  supposedly 
had  gold  bullion  shipped  to  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  to  be  converted  into  coins  to  help 
stave  off  a  run  on  the  bank  (This  sounds  fishy 
to  me,  but  who  knows  how  much  clout  the 
Bank  of  California  had  1 10  years  ago!). 

“From  what  you’ve  written  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  other  publications  1  know  you're 
interested  in  this  kind  of  history.  If  you’d  like  to 
borrow  my  copy  of  Ralston  s  Ring,  just  drop  me 
a  note  or  postcard  and  I'll  send  it  to  you.” 

Editor’s  note:  1  borrowed  it  as  offered. 
Thanks,  Bill. 
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Mining  Gold- 
How  To  Do  It 


One  of  the  most  popular  ways  to  mine  gold — especially 
for  the  fortune-seeking  amateur — was  to  find  precious  metal 
in  gullies  and  streams.  This  was  known  as  placer  (pro¬ 
nounced  “plasser”)  mining. 

The  following  account  of  the  procedure  is  excerpted from  the 
1869  book,  Three  Thousand  Miles  through  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  by  A.K  McClure: 

Union  City,  Montana  Terr.,  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  1867. 

How  is  gold  produced?  This 
question  could  be  answered  in 
general  terms  by  almost  any  in¬ 
telligent  person;  but  there  are 
few,  without  personal  observa¬ 
tion  in  mining  regions,  who 
have  nay  just  conception  of  the 
intricate  details  necessary  to  the 
production  of  the  precious  met¬ 
als.  All  know  that  millions  are  an¬ 
nually  developed  from  the  various 
gulches  and  mines  in  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Territories  and  States,  and  the  difference 
between  placers  and  quartz-mines  is  popularly 
understood;  but  of  the  skill,  patience,  and  labor 
essential  to  produce  gold,  even  by  the  simplest 
process,  the  public  generally  have  no  sort  of 
correct  appreciation. 

Gulch-  or  placer-mining  is  the  simplest  method 
of  taking  gold  from  the  earth.  Gulches  are  simply  the 
ravines  into  which  the  gold-croppings  of  rich  leads  in 
the  mountain  cliffs  are  washed.  Surface-  or  blossom-quartz 
is  usually  found  on  any  hill  in  which  valuable  mines  slumber, 
and  the  elements  gradually  decompose  it  until  it  separates 
the  particles  of  gold  from  the  flint  or  iron  that  holds  it  captive 
and  its  specific  gravity  forces  it  not  only  down  into  the  gulch, 
but  down  through  the  earth  to  the  very  bottom  or  bed-rock 
of  the  ravine.  This  gold,  coming  as  it  does  from  decomposed 
rock,  is  entirely  “free  gold,”  and  has  no  mixture  of  the  base 
metals,  so  that  no  peculiar  scientific  attainments  are  requi¬ 
site  to  master  it. 

Its  existence  in  a  gulch  is  easily  ascertained  by  the  smallest 
implements.  A  spade,  pick,  and  pan  are  all  that  the  prospec¬ 
tor  requires.  His  pan  is  made  of  sheet-iron,  and  holds  about 


a  peck.  The  center  of  the  course  of  the 
washing  is  found,  the  pan  half  filled  with  the 
earth,  and  it  is  washed  out  by  dipping  and 
whirling  the  pan  in  water  until  the  loose 
earth  escapes  with  the  water,  while  the  gold, 
iron,  and  pebbles  remain.  All  the  science 
necessary  to  save  gulch-gold  is  the  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  fact  that  gold  is  the  heaviest  of 
substances  in  the  earth,  and  will  always 
attain  the  lowest  point  it  can  find.  As  the 
earth  is  whirled  around  in  the  water,  the  gold 
gradually  settles  to  the  bottom  of  the  pan, 
and  when  there  is  no  more  earth  to  wash  out, 
the  pebbles  are  picked  out.  A  little  pocket- 
magnet,  stirred  around  in  the  pan,  will  take 
out  all  the  iron  by  adhesion,  and  leave  the 
pure  gold  or  “dust.” 

This  dust  varies  in  the  value  according  to  its  fineness;  and  its 
marketable  price  is  from  $12  to  $19  per  ounce  (troy)  in  gold 
coin.  The  lowest  standard  of  “dust”  has  some  silver  mixed  with 
it,  but  different  gulches  will  produce  gold  ranging  in  degrees  of 
fineness  as  much  as  20%.  Any  expert  dealer  in  gold  in  estab¬ 
lished  mining  regions  can,  at  a  glance,  usually  tell  the  gulch 
from  which  any  lot  of  dust  has  been  taken.  In  the  early 
settlement  of  all  mining  countries,  gold  is  the  only  legal  tender 
in  all  business  transactions,  unless  there  is  a  special  contract 
for  currency.  Every  man  carries  a  buckskin  purse,  and 
when  he  buys  anything,  from  a  plug  of  tobacco  to  a 
gold  mine,  the  dust  is  weighed  out  in  payment  at  its 
standard  value  per  ounce. 

The  various  methods  for  separating  the  gold 
from  the  earth  of  the  gulches  are  all  exceedingly 
simple  while  the  first  placer-miners  are  working  it. 
They  usually  make  their  own  “district  laws,”  the 
district  embracing  any  particular  camp  or 
gulch.  They  meet  in  mass  council,  and 
adopt  their  code,  their  land-laws,  their 
water-laws,  and  all  needful  regula¬ 
tions  for  their  enforcement.  The 
local  or  district  laws  have  always 
been  respected,  both  by  Territo¬ 
rial  and  Congressional  enact¬ 
ments — so  that  no  better  primary 
title  can  be  procured  than  a  clear 
title  under  the  district  laws.  When 
disputes  arise,  they  try  titles  to  claims 
or  water  either  by  a  jury  or  by  general 
meeting,  as  may  be  the  adopted  custom; 
and  from  the  decision  of  the  district  tribunal 
there  is  no  appeal.  Indeed,  to  demur  is  not  often  even  safe.  The 
dreaded  tribunal  of  Judge  Lynch  is  certain  to  be  invoked  by 
attempted  resistance  to  the  judgment  of  the  local  court. 

The  claims  are  usually  parceled  in  lots  of  100  or  200  feet  in 
length,  up  and  down  the  gulch,  and  embracing  its  entire  width. 
The  local  laws  are  scrupulously  careful  to  prevent  monopoly  of 
water,  and  it  is  economized,  ifscarce,  so  as  to  afford  the  greatest 
advantage  to  all.  Each  owner,  or  owners,  of  a  claim  (they 
generally  mine  and  cabin  as  couples)  erects  a  flume,  or  digs  a 
ditch,  through  which  to  wash  the  dirt  of  his  claim  from  each 
side  down  to  the  depth  of  the  bed-rock. 

Their  labor  consists  in  simply  digging  the  earth  loose,  and 
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shoveling  it  into  the  ditch  or  flume,  through  which  it  is  washed 
away,  while  a  portion — usually  about  one-half- — of  the  gold  is  saved 
by  various  contrivances.  Sometimes  the  bottom  of  the  flume  is  made 
of  a  thick  plank,  into  which  are  bored  a  number  of  large  auger  holes, 
just  deep  enough  not  to  go  through.  The  “pay-dirt”  is  washed  down 
over  this  perforated  board,  and  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  gold 
will  lodge  in  the  holes.  They  will,  of  course,  first  fill  up  with  sand; 
but  the  gold  will  find  the  least  depression  in  the  surface  over  which 
it  is  passing,  and  work  down  through  the  sand  and  earth  to  the 
bottom  of  the  holes.  At  the  foot  of  the  sluice  or  flume  a  cross-piece 
is  usually  placed,  about  an  inch  thick,  to  make  a  ripple;  and 
sometimes  cross-pieces  are  placed  at  every  10  or  20  feet,  so  that  the 
earth  passes  over  a  succession  of  ripples.  The  ripples  lodge  a  quantity 
of  the  earth,  the  gold  sinks  down  in  it  to  the  bottom,  and  remains 
until  there  is  a  clean-up. 

Sometimes  small  boxes  are  placed  at  the  end  of  the  ditch  or  flume, 
into  which  the  water  and  earth  empty,  and,  while  the  earth  is  washed 
out  by  the  continuous  current,  the  gold  lodges  safely  in  the  bottom. 
In  some  instances  a  quantity  of  quicksilver  is  poured  into  the  boxes  to 
amalgamate  the  gold,  the  finest  particle  of  gold  unless  covered  with 
iron,  will  amalgamate  with  the  mercury  at  once,  and  cannot  be 
separated  from  it  until  the  mercury  is  strained  out  through  buckskin. 


Copper  plates,  amalgamated  with  quicksilver,  arc  also  sometimes 
used  in  gulch  mining,  but  not  generally.  The  bottom  of  the  flume  is 
covered  with  copper,  and  the  copper  coated  completely  with  quick¬ 
silver;  the  earth  is  then  washed  over  it,  and  fine  particles  of  gold  will 
amalgamate  on  the  plate.  When  the  general  clean-up  is  made — 
usually  once  in  one  or  two  weeks — the  various  boxes,  ripples,  holes, 
etc.,  for  catching  the  gold  are  emptied,  and  “panned  out,”  by  washing 
the  earth  and  gravel  away,  and  the  pure  gold  will  be  found  in  the 
bottom  of  the  pan. 

The  gulch  miners  work  their  claims  very  imperfectly.  It  is  deemed 
a  safe  calculation  that  they  leave  quite  as  much  in  the  earth  as  they 
extract,  and  more  systematic  men  with  heavy  capital  follow  them,  buy 
up  the  abandoned  claims  for  miles  together,  and  sometimes  concen¬ 
trate  a  whole  gulch  in  one  company.  They  often  bring  water  for  miles 
by  flumes  and  cut  a  bed-rock  the  whole  length  of  their  claims,  th  rough 
which  they  conduct  a  strong  stream  of  water.  Into  this  they  throw  the 
whole  earth  of  the  gulch,  and  often  bring  down  the  whole  hill-sides 
into  the  flume  by  hydraulic  power.  They  save  the  gold  as  the  earth 
passes  through  the  flume,  on  the  same  principles  as  their  predecessors 
did,  only  with  much  more  system  and  completeness.  This  secondary 
process  of  gulch  mining  is  just  now  in  its  zenith  in  Montana,  and  this 
year  it  will  yield  millions  of  dollars  in  gold. 


Move  Over,  George l 


Who  was  the  first  president  of  the  United  States?  The  quick 
answer  to  this  is  the  person  featured  on  the 
$1  bill,  none  other  than  George  Washing¬ 
ton.  However,  an  article  by  C.  John  Ferreri 
in  a  recent  issue  of  Paper  Money  magazine 
begins  as  follows: 

What  you  are  about  to  read  may  seem 
preposterous,  even  though  the  facts  I  present 
are  true.  You  may  feel  a  bit  uncomfortable  with 
some  of  the  my  opinion,  but  in  due  course  you 
should  find  there  will  be  reason  to  share  com¬ 
mon  ground.  I  have  been  in  search  of  a  portrait, 
any  portrait,  of  our  first  president  on  any  issue 
of  state  or  federal  paper  money.  1  have  not  yet 
found  even  one.  I  have  searched  through  paper 
money  reference  books  and  collections  of  U.S. 
paper  money.  1  have  asked  the  Smithsonian  to 
send  me  po'rtraits.  I’ve  searched  through  old 
books.  I’ve  beseeched  librarians  for  over  a  year. 

If  you  think  I  should  look  no  further  than 
my  wallet,  you’re  wrong.  The  fact  is,  what  I 
seek  is  not  in  my  wallet,  nor  is  it  in  yours.  What 
is  in  my  wallet  is  a  one-dollar  bill  which  bears 
a  portrait  of  one  George  Washington.  Who 
could  this  man  be?  Why  should  his  portrait  grace  the  face  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  note?  Why  couldn’t  we  have  chosen  someone  of  importance,  such 
as,  let’s  say,  the  first  president  of  the  United  States?  That  would  have  been 
a  good  choice. 

Mr.  Ferreri  went  on  to  say  that  while  searching  through  many 
reference  books  on  paper  money,  he  came  across  many  illustrations 


of  this  man  George  Washington,  and  some  commentaries  claiming 

he  was  first  president  of  the  United  States, 
but  that  the  real  first  president  was  no 
where  to  be  seen. 

In  his  carefully  reasoned  article  Ferreri 
noted  that  with  Maryland’s  ratification  of 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  on  March  1 , 
1781 ,  the  final  step  was  taken  lor  Congress 
to  correctly  call  itsell  “The  United  States  in 
congress  assembled.”  The  author  noted: 

This  was  the  birth  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  Samuel  Huntington,  president  of 
the  Congress,  on  that  day  became  the  first 
president  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  presidential  title  would  be  assumed  by 
George  Washington  eight  years  and  1 0  presi¬ 
dents  later. 

All  of  this  was  news  to  your  editor,  who 
kept  reading  John  Ferreri’s  text  to  find 
that  the  10  early  pre-Washington  presi¬ 
dents  were  as  follows:  Samuel  Huntington 
of  Connecticut,  Thomas  McKean  ol  Dela¬ 
ware,  John  Hanson  of  Maryland,  Elias 
Boudinot  of  New  Jersey,  1  homas  Mifflin 
of  Pennsylvania,  Richard  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia,  John  Hancock  of 
Massachusetts,  Nathaniel  Gorham  of  Massachusetts,  Arthur  St. 
Clair  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Cyrus  Griffin  ol  Virginia. 

Move  over,  George  Washington.  You’re  a  latecomer! 

Paper  Money  is  published  by  The  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors,  Inc., 
Gene  Hessler,  Editor,  PO  Box  8147,  St.  Louis,  MO  63156. 


Samuel  Huntington 


Pare  (loin  Review  No.  1  1  3 


Page  4S 


UNITED  STATES  GOLD 


Coins  far  Sale 


l  .S.  GOLD  (PINS 

Commentary:  Gold  coins  have  always  been  a 
specialty  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  we 
have  made  a  point  of  offering  a  wide  selection  in 
various  denominations  in  different  grades  and  price 
ranges.  11  you  are  working  on  a  specialized  set  or 
collection,  use  this  issue  to  acquire  pieces  you  need. 
If  gold  coins  are  a  new  interest,  an  ideal  way  to 
begin  is  to  form  a  type  set  of  the  different  Liberty 
Head,  Indian,  or  other  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  vari¬ 
eties  is  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 


Collectors  ol  quarter  eagles  may  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  following  report  from  Director  of 
the  Mint  Samuel  Moore  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  datedjan.  11,  1833, 
on  the  proper  alloy  of  gold  to  be  used  for  United 
States  gold  coins.  The  Director  stated: 

“In  regard  to  the  durability  of  the  coin  it  is 
believed  to  be  established  by  the  experiments 
above  referred  to  that  a  gold  coin  alloyed  with 
about  one-twelfth  of  its  weight  of  silver  and 
copper  combined  resists  the  effects  of  attrition, 
at  least  as  effectually  as  any  other  proportion, 
and  that  an  alloy  slightly  greater  or  less  is  not 
sensibly  inferior  in  this  respect.  For  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exhibiting  the  degree  of  approximation 
of  the  color  of  fine  gold  produced  by  various 
proportions  of  silver  and  copper  employed  as 
an  alloy  ofgold  coin,  a  number  ofspecimens  of 
the  quarter  eagle  are  forwarded  with  the  report, 
to  which  the  House  is  respectfully  referred.  The 
numbers  are  designated  by  minute  points  im¬ 
pressed  on  the  reverse  of  each  coin  above  the  head 
of  the  eagle  [italics  ours]. 

“No.  1  consists  of  61-7/8  grains  of  pure 
gold,  being  the  quantity  at  present  required  in 
the  quarter  eagle. 

No.  2  contains  67-7/8  grains  of  pure  gold 
and  5-5/8  grains  of  alloy,  making  67- 1  /2  grains, 
the  weight  of  a  quarter  eagle  of  our  present 
standard.  The  alloy  in  this  specimen  consists  of 
silver  alone. 


and  Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100;  avail¬ 
able  from  us  for  $80  net  plus  $6.50  shipping  and 
handling). 

Q.  David  Bowers’  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History  is  also  highly  recommended  and 
was  once  quoted  by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  in  an  address  about  gold  coins.  Lots  of  inter¬ 
esting  reading  here! 

$1  Gold  Pieces 

1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  nice  compromise 


“No.  3  is  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness  as 
No.  2,  but  alloyed  with  silver  and  copper  in 
equal  proportions. 

“No.  4  is  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness  as 
the  preceding,  but  alloyed  wholly  with  copper. 

“No.  5  weights  66  grains,  of  which  59.4 
consist  of  pure  gold  and  6.6  grains  of  alloy, 
which  alloy  consists  of  silver  and  copper  in 
equal  proportions. 

“No.  6  is  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness  as 
the  preceding,  but  alloyed  with  silver  and  cop¬ 
per  in  the  proportion  ol  one  part  of  the  former 
to  two  parts  of  the  latter.” 

The  first  lour  specimens  are  of  the  intrinsic 
value  of  our  present  quarter  eagle.  The  fifth  and 
sixth  are  conformable  to  the  coinage  in  which 
the  eagle  would  contain  264  grains  of  standard 
gold,  consisting  of  237.6  grains  of  pure  gold 
and  26.4  grains  of  alloy. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  six  specimens  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  Director  Moore  passed  into  the 
possession  of  some  member  or  members  of  the 
House,  and  may  be  extant  at  the  present  time.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  worthwhile  to  scrutinize  your  quar¬ 
ter  eagles  dated  1 832  or  1 833  to  see  if  any  marks 
of  identification  are  above  the  head  of  the  eagle. 

(Edgar  H.  Adams  in  The  Numismatist,  May 
1912) 

Editor’s  note:  Here  is  one  instance  in  which 
some  marks  on  rhe  reverse  would  add  value  to 
a  specimen! 


between  high  quality  and  low  price.  A  lilstrous, 
attractive  coin  that  is  sure  to  please . 1,450 

First  year  of  the  Type  II  with  Indian  Princess  obverse 
and  “agricultural  wreath”  reverse,  the  same  general  style  used 
the  same  year  on  the  new  $3  denomination;  dies  by  James  B. 
Longacre. 

The  Type  II  proved  to  be  short  lived  and  was  made  only 
in  part  of  1854,  all  of  1855,  and  only  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  in  1856. 

1854  Type  II.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Extraordinarily 
sharply  struck  reverse  (which  is  usually  seen 

weak) . 625 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  595 

Quarter  Eagles 

1834  Classic  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
with  much  lustre.  One  of  the  hundreds  of  new 

purchases  offered  in  this  issue . 1,095 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Not  often 
seen  so  nice . 1 ,750 

Outstanding  1846-D  $2.50 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 
at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  grades  of  VF  or  EF.  T  he  ad¬ 
vanced  specialist  will  find  this  to  be  a  dream  come 
true,  a  marvelous  opportunity. . 2,550 

Outstanding  1855-C  Rarity 

1855- C  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  in  rich 

yellow  gold.  The  obverse  is  somewhat  proof  like. 
The  coin  challenges  the  AU-50  grade,  but  a  small 
mark  on  reverse  was  undoubtedly  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  by  PCGS  to  yield  the  EF-45  grade, 
which,  if  anything,  now  seems  to  be  understated. 
The  1855-C  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  but  at  the  EF- 
45  or  finer  level  it  emerges  as  a  major  rarity.  Just 
3,677  examples  of  the  1 855-C  quarter  eagle  were 
minted,  the  smallest  production  figure  for  any  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  date  of  this  mint! . 4,250 

1856- S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Quite  elu¬ 

sive  at  this  grade  level.  One  ol  the  finest  we  have 
handled . 1 ,895 

Small-denomination  gold  coins  ot  San  Francisco  dated 


Are  Any  of  These  Out  There ? 
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in  the  1850s  and  early  1860s  are  exceedingly  rare  today  in 
grades  of  AU  or  finer.  These  pieces  were  extensively  used  in 
commerce  in  an  era  in  which  small  change  was  scarce.  Un¬ 
like  larger  denominations  (particularly  the  $20)  they  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  a  notable  part  of  bulk  hoards  shipped  to 
foreign  locations  or  lost  at  sea.  The  typical  San  Francisco 
Mint  quarter  eagle  of  this  era  is  apt  to  grade  VF  or,  occasion¬ 
ally,  EF. 

1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Avery  scarce  quarter  eagle 
at  this  grade  level.  Another  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  collector . 1,850 


specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  most  de¬ 
sired  and  rarest  issue  in  the  1  ndian  quarter  eagle 
series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as 
some  of  this  issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It 
is  not  often  we  have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade 


level . 10,950 

1927  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1927  AU-58  (NGC) . 249 

1927  AU-58  (PCGS) . 249 


Rare  1862/1  Overdate 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  issue.  A  find 
for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist .  2,450 

This  variety  was  discovered  years  ago  by  Omaha  dealer 
Aubrey  Bebee.  Since  that  time  others  have  come  to  light,  but 
today  the  issue  still  remains  quite  elusive. 

Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 

rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

As  is  true  of  other  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  of 
this  era,  most  specimens  of  1 869-S  are  apt  to  be  seen  in  grades 
such  as  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF. 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  and  frosty. 

Somewhat  cameo-like  in  appearance.  Only 
6,000  business  strikes  were  made.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  Seemingly  an  excellent  buy — a  “lot  of 
coin  for  the  money” — for  just . 795 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1 ,450 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a 


type  set . 1 ,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1910  MS-62 . 375 

1910  MS-60 . 260 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 

191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful  brilliant  gem 


S3  Gold  Pieces 


Gem  Proof  1876  $3  Classic  Rarity 
Only  45  Minted! 


1876  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 
brilliant,  and  of  gem  quality.  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  one  of  the  great  classics  among 
United  States  gold  coins.  Only  45  were 
minted— all  in  Proof  format — with  no  accom¬ 
panying  business  strikes.  Today,  the  number 
known  is  closer  to  25.  Certainly  this  cameo 
gem  will  be  a  highlight  of  the  finest  collec¬ 
tion .  38,650 


Half  Katies 


1834  Crosslet  4  Rarity 


1834  Classic  Head.  Breen-6503.  Crosslet  4.  EF- 

45  (NGC).  An  exceedingly  rare  variety  as  the 
vast  majority  of  the  new  style  (coined  August 
2,  1834  and  later)  Classic  Head  half  eagles  are 
ol  the  Plain  4  variety.  Rich  golden  and  reddish 
surfaces.  Gorgeous! . 4,750 


Peace  2000  Coin  Program 


Among  ANA  President  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett’s  pet  projects  is  the  Peace  2000  Coin 
Program  whereby  various  countries  of  the 
world  issue  coins  that  will  be  part  of  an 
international  set  with  related  motifs. 

“Now  that  I’ve  convinced  other  countries 
to  participate,  1  have  to  convince  Uncle  Sam,” 
Ken  remarked  to  us  recently.  Heaven  knows, 
the  world  needs  peace  as  much  as  ever.  1  do 


feel  that  the  freedom  of  the  former  U.S.S.R. 
countries  and  satellite  nations  is  one  of  the 
greatest  events  of  the  present  century.  But, 
there  is  more  improvement  and  understand¬ 
ing  to  come.  1  think  we  all  have  to  realize  that 
no  country,  no  religion,  no  race,  no  political 
philosophy  has  a  monopoly  on  excellence. 
We  all  need  to  appreciate  the  differences 
found  in  others. 


1836  B-6509  AU-50 . 

1837  AU-55  (NGC) . 

A  pleasing  example  of  the  Classic  Head  style 


Sharp  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp,  lustrous,  and  very 
beautiful.  A  splendid  and  exceptionally  nice  gem 
specimen  of  the  Classic  Head  design,  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please! . 4,195 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1 ,450 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  an  issue  which 
when  seen  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly  lower 

grade .  1,995 

1854  AU-50 . 450 


Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 


1 860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 
Rare  and  desirable . 2,350 


Rare  Mint  State  1861  $5 
Choice  MS-63 


1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Verv  elu¬ 


sive  at  this  high  grade  level . 6,950 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 
protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1882  AU-50 . 175 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant . 415 
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Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1 886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1 886- 
S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 
plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,850 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1 ,095 

1893- CC  MS-60  (PCGS) . 1,595 

Final  issue  of  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Just  60,000  speci¬ 
mens  were  struck. 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 
somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,495 

1898  AU-50 . 195 

1901-O/S  AU-58  (NGC) . 295 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 
ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1904  MS-62.  Brilliant . 425 

1905  AU-50 . 195 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

grade . 1,295 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,150 

The  S5  gold  halt  eagle  was  the  only  Liberty  Head  gold 
coin  to  be  made  in  the  1908  year;  the  Liberty  Head  quarter 
eagle,  eagle,  and  double  eagle  were  all  discontinued  in  1907. 

1912  AU-58  (NGC) . 295 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine . 2,195 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1 909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

1914-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 725 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

$111  ItOllI  liilplON 

1842-0  EF-45 . 995 

1 854  AU-5.3  (P(  X  LS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 
remains . 1 ,495 


II  NIT  HI)  STATUS  bill, II 


1871-CC  VF-30.  This  is  one  of  the  classic  rarities 
in  the  $10  gold  series,  indeed  in  the  entire  field 
of  American  gold . 2,395 

It  has  been  our  experience  that  Carson  City  gold  coins 
of  1870,  1871,  and  1872  are  significantly  scarcer  than  even 
their  low  mintages  suggest.  This  comment  applies  to  each  of 
the  three  series  including  $5,  $20,  and  $20.  Most  Carson 
City  gold  coins  that  have  come  to  light  in  overseas  bank  hoards 
have  been  dated  later,  from  the  mid-1870s  through  1893. 


1881- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1 ,495 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 2,395 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,895 

1 893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Last  issue  of  the  Carson 
City  Mint . 895 


The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coining  in  1893,  after 
which  it  functioned  as  an  assay  office  and  bullion  deposi¬ 
tory.  Around  the  year  1900  the  remaining  materials — left 
over  reverse  dies  and  the  like — were  shipped  to  Philadelphia. 
Some  silver  dollars  remained  in  storage  at  Carson  City  for  a 
decade  or  so,  than  were  sent  to  the  Treasury  Building  in 


Washington  for  storage. 

1894  MS-60  (PCGS) . 395 

1894  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem . 3,895 

1903-0  AU-5  5 . 419 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

Struck  during  the  earthquake  year. 

1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  MS-63 . 1,595 


President  Theodore  Roosevelt  personally  objected  to  the 
mention  of  God  on  coinage,  considering  it  to  be  a  sacrilege. 
Thus,  when  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  created  the  new  $10 
design  in  1907,  there  was  no  reference.  Congress  intervened, 


and  part  way  through  1 908  the  motto  I N  GOD  WE  TRUST, 
which  had  been  used  on  gold  coins  since  1 866,  was  restored, 
to  remain  a  part  of  the  design  from  that  point  forward. 

191 0-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

Elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Probably  95%  of  known  speci¬ 
mens  of  1912-S  are  less  than  Mint  State. 

1913  AU-58  (PCGS).  Virtually  full  lustre . 525 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in 
the  early  ( 1 907-1 916)  Indian  series,  after  which 

there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1,650 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1926  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . I... 495 

$20  Gold 
Double  Eagles 

1875-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1,195 
1877  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,950 

In  this  year  the  reverse  design  was  modified  and  the  de¬ 
nomination,  formerly  spelled  out  as  TWENTY  D.  was  ex¬ 
panded  to  read  TWENTY  DOLLARS,  a  format  which  was 
continued  through  the  balance  of  the  Liberty  Head  design 
terminating  in  1907. 

1890-CC  VF-30 . 625 

1894-S  AU-50 . , . 625 

1902  MS-62  (NGC).  Scarce  date.  Brilliant  and 
lustrous . 1,350 


1905  $20  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade 
of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of 


just  59,01 1  pieces . 5,495 

1907  Saint  Gaudens.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1 ,495 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-60 . 675 

1910  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 685 

1913  AU-58.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  this 

era . 650 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 710 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1923  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 650 

1923- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 895 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 625 

1924- D  AU-5 5  .  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very 

close  to  full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade 

levels .  1 ,630 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 
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The  Divisive 
Half  Union 

by  Tom  LaMarre 


With  a  face  value  exactly  five  times  the  $10  gold  “eagle,” 
the  $50  gold  piece  should  have  been  called  the  “quintuple 
eagle.  Instead,  Senator  William  M.  Gwin  of  California  and 
U.S.  T  reasury  Secretary  James  Guthrie  wanted  to  name  it  the 
“half  union.”  The  coins  would  have  been  a  companion  to  the 
$25  “quarter  union”  and  $100  “union.” 

As  early  as  1854,  a  group  of  San  Francisco  businessmen 
asked  Guthrie  to  authorize  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  $50  gold  pieces  at  the 
San  .  Francisco  Mint.  Their  peti¬ 
tion  suggested  a  coin  having  the 
same  shape  and  fineness  as  the 
$20  gold  piece.  These  character¬ 
istics  alone  would  have  distin¬ 
guished  it  from  some  of  the  pri¬ 
vately-produced  “fifties”  that  cir¬ 
culated  in  California  in  the  early 
1 850s.  Many  were  eight-sided  and 
only  .880  fine  instead  of  .900. 

In  a  letter  to  Senator  Gwin, 

Guthrie  acknowledged  “certain 
peculiarities  in  the  condition  of 
California”  that  required  a  differ¬ 
ent  scale  of  coinage  for  the  region. 

Notably,  paper  money  did  not  cir¬ 
culate  there,  and  prices  for  goods 
and  services  were  much  higher  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

“These  circumstances  will  make 
larger  denominations  convenient,” 
said  Guthrie,  “particularly  in  count¬ 
ing  and  passing  large  sums.  To  this 
may  be  added  that  time  will  be  saved  in  coining,  which  may 
be  of  much  consequence  to  miners  and  others,  at  least  until 
the  capacity  of  the  branch  mint  shall  be  ascertained  to  be  equal 
to  the  gold  offered.” 

Guthrie  recommended  the  production  of  $25,  $50,  and 
$  1 00  gold  pieces,  known  respectively  as  the  “quarter  union,” 
“half  union”  and  “union.”  However,  he  urged  only  the 
striking  of  the  “half  union”  initially,  perhaps  because  private 
“fifties”  or  “slugs”  had  already  laid  the  groundwork  for  the 
public’s  acceptance  of  that  denomination. 

Despite  Guthrie’s  claim  that  the  proposed  coins  would 
best  “harmonize”  with  the  denominations  already  in  exist¬ 


ence,  the  “quarter  union  was  omitted  from 
the  bill  that  Senator  Gwin  introduced  in  the 
spring  of  1854.  It  called  for  the  production  of 
a  $100  gold  piece  weighing  2,580  grains  and 
a  $50  gold  piece  weighing  1,290  grains. 

According  to  the  legislation,  the  dies  for 
the  coins  were  to  be  prepared  by  “proper  and 
skillful  artists  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  director  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia. .  .with 
such  devices,  motto,  and  figures  as  may  be 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.” 

Hie  Senate  passed  the  measure  by  a  large 
majority  on  June  16,  1854,  but  it  was  voted 
down  in  the  House.  Nevertheless,  years  later 
the  Mint  made  1877-dated  pattern  and  ex¬ 
perimental  trial  strike  “fifties.”  Chief  En¬ 
graver  William  Barber  prepared  two  sets  of  dies,  differing 
slightly  in  the  size  of  Liberty  s  head  and  the  ornamentation  on 
her  coronet.  Both  versions  closely  resembled  the  contemporary 
double  eagle  but  were  two  inches  in  diameter  and  one-eighth  of 
an  inch  thick. 

I  he  patterns,  unaccepted  for  production,  were  nearly  forgot¬ 
ten  for  more  than  30  years.  Then,  on  J une  6, 1 909,  the  New  York 

Sun  reported:  “Two  $50  gold  pieces 
struck  in  the  United  States  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  in  1877  were  sold  yes¬ 
terday  at  the  Numismatic  Club  to 
William  Woodin,  a  wealthy  collector 
of  New  York,  for  $  1 0,000  each,  the 
highest  price  ever  paid  for  an  Ameri¬ 
can  coin.”  The  sellers  were  Philadel¬ 
phia  coin  dealers  John  W.  Haseltine 
and  Stephen  K.  Nagy. 

The  Sun  pronounced  both  pat¬ 
terns  to  be  “perfect  specimens,”  and 
said  that  Woodin  considered  them 
“cheap  at  the  price.” 

In  an  article  in  the  July  1 909  issue 
of  The  Numismatist,  Edgar  H. 
Adams  described  the  newly  dis¬ 
covered  “fifties”  as  “the  most  in¬ 
teresting  pieces”  in  the  American 
pattern  series,  illustrating  “the 
single  case  where  United  States 
coins  of  this  value  were  struck  in 
gold.” 

“They  never  emerged  from  the 
experimental  stage,”  said  Adams,  “al¬ 
though  declared  by  experts  to  be  the 
handsomest  and  the  most  striking  coins  ever  issued  at  the  United 
States  Mint.  These  two  gold  pieces  have  not  been  seen  since  the 
year  of  their  mintage,  1 877,  and  were  supposed  by  all  collectors 
to  have  been  melted  up.” 

Newspaper  coverage  of  the  sale  stirred  resentment  among 
collectors  who  were  not  fortunate  enough,  or  wealthy  enough, 
to  have  access  to  rarities  directly  from  the  Mint.  (It  was  also 
around  this  time  that  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  made  an  unsuccessful 
bid  for  the  unique  1849  $20  gold  pattern  in  the  Mint  Collec¬ 
tion.) 

Woodin  returned  the  gold  “fifties  to  the  government  in 
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1910.  In  exchange,  he  reportedly  received  a  trunk  (or  possibly  two)  full 
ol  duplicate  patterns  from  the  Mint  Collection.  The  Numismatist 
commented: 

"The  recent  agitation  on  the  part  ol  the  government  regarding 
pattern  coins  was,  no  doubt,  precipitated  by  the  writing  and  discus¬ 
sions  that  followed  the  sale  of  these  two  pieces  for  such  a  large  sum.  Not 
so  much  that  the  price  paid  was  extraordinary,  but  by  the  natural 
questions:  'How  and  why  did  these  pieces  leave  the  Mint,’  and  'Who 
obtained  them  and  by  what  right?’ 

“These  pieces,  coined  in  1877,  were  at  one  time  in  the  Mint 
Cabinet.  Later  they  were  removed  and  were  supposed  to  have  been 
melted  up.  Their  return  is  certainly  pleasing.’’ 

One  ol  Woodin's  conditions  for  the  exchange  was  that  the  "fifties’ 


would  never  be  destroyed.  The  Numismatist  noted,  “The  two  speci¬ 
mens  in  gold  are  now  shown  side  by  side,  obverse  side  to  view,  in  the 
pattern  case  at  the  Mint.  The  reverse  is  shown  by  a  specimen  in  copper.” 

To  this  day,  collectors  who  wish  to  own  a  Liberty  Head  “fifty  must 
settle  for  one  ol  the  copper  trial  strikes,  some  of  which  have  been  gold- 
plated,  that  occasionally  turn  up  at  auction. 

As  lor  Woodin,  the  many  denominations  and  types  ol  patterns  that 
he  received  in  trade  enabled  him  to  co-author  the  book  United  States 
Pattern,  Trial  and  Experimental  Pieces.  He  later  served  as  Treasury 
Secretary,  and  his  signature  appeared  on  the  nation’s  paper  money. 
Ironically,  the  printing  of  $50  Gold  Certificates — redeemable  in  gold 
coins— had  been  discontinued  several  years  before  Woodin  took 
office. 


A  Bit  of  Mint  History 


The  following  is  Irom  Dr.  Ivan  C.  Michels  work,  The  Current 
Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  All  Nations,  published  in  Philadelphia  in 
1 884.  It  gives  a  1 9th-century  view  of  the  establishment  ol  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  as  well  as  the  subsequent  branches.  It  should  be  noted 
that  the  branch  mints  opened  later  than  the  authorization  dates. 
For  example,  the  New  Orleans,  Charlotte,  and  Dahlonega  mints 
were  authorized  in  1835  but  opened  in  1838,  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  opened  in  1854,  the  Carson  City  Mint  in  1870,  and  the 
Denver  Mint  did  not  open  until  1906  (after  Michels'  book  was 
published). 

Establishment  of  the  United  States  Mint 

The  attention  of  the  first  Congress,  which  commenced  its  session  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1789,  was  so  much  engrossed  in  carrying  out  the  de¬ 
signs  of  the  Constitution  in  the  formation  of  a  federal  government,  that 
little  attention  was  paid  to  the  subject  of  a  national  mint;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  15th  of  April,  1790,  that  Congress  instructed  the  then  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  Alexander  Hamilton,  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  mint.  This  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  on  the 
28th  of  January  1791,  and  on  the  3rd  of  March  1791,  George  Wash¬ 
ington  approved  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  for  the  establishment 
of  the  United  States  Mint. 

On  the  2nd  of  April  1792,  a  further  law,  "establishing  a  Mint  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  was  approved  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  Washington  immediately  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  intention  of 
this  last  act,  and  as  Philadelphia  was  then  the  seat  of  government,  he  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  by  purchasing  a  lot  ol  ground 
on  Seventh  Street,  between  Market  and  Arch  streets.  At  that  time  the 
lot  in  question  was  occupied  by  an  old  still-house  and  a  frame  tenement. 
On  the  1st  of  July  1792,  Washington  appointed  the  eminent  philoso¬ 
pher  and  former  treasurer  of  Pennsylvania,  David  Rittenhouse,  the  first 
director  of  the  Mint. 

On  the  19th  ofjuly  1792,  six  men,  namedjohn  Maul,  John  Chris¬ 
tian  Glouse,  John  Keyser,  Nicholas  Sinderling,  John  Biting,  and 
Mathias  Summer,  commenced  the  work  of  removing  rhe  buildings 
which  then  occupied  the  lot.  On  the  31st  of  July  1792,  at  1 0  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  the  foundation  stone  was  laid  for  the  Mint  by  David 
Rittenhouse,  Esq. 

The  foundation  was  completed  and  ready  for  the  superstructure  on 


Saturday,  the  25th  ol  August,  1792,  and  the  Iramework  was  raised  in 
the  afternoon  of  that  day.  The  work  was  rapidly  pushed  forward  after 
this  date,  and  rhe  building  completed  on  Friday,  the  7th  of  September 
1792.  On  Tuesday  following,  the  1 1th  of  September,  six  pounds  of  old 
copper  were  purchased  for  the  Mint,  at  Is,  3d.  per  pound — this  being 
the  first  “purchase  of  copper  for  coinage.” 

The  three  coining  presses  were  imported  from  Europe,  and  arrived 
at  the  Mint  on  the  21st  of  September  1792.  These  presses  were  put  in 
operation  in  the  beginning  of  October,  and  were  used  for  striking  the  first 
half  dimes,  of  which  Washington  makes  mention  in  his  Annual  Address 
to  Congress,  of  the  6th  of  November  1792. 

On  the  1 4th  of  May  1800,  the  following  act  was  passed  by  Congress: 

“Thar  until  the  4th  day  ol  March  1801,  the  Mint  shall  remain  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  be  carried  on  as  heretofore."  And  again  another 
act  was  passed  on  March  3rd,  1801:  “That  the  Mint  shall  remain  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  until  the  4th  day  of  March  1803.’ 

This  act  was  revived  and  continued  in  force  and  operation,  for  suc¬ 
cessive  periods  of  five  years,  until  the  4th  of  March  1828,  when  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  was  made  permanent  by  act  of  May  1 9th, 
1828. 

The  present  U.S.  Mint  is  located  on  Chestnut  Street,  between  Thir¬ 
teenth  and  Broad  streets,  and  was  erected  in  1832  and  made  fire-proof 
in  1856. 

By  act  of  Congress  March  3rd,  1835,  branches  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States  were  established,  as  follows:  One  branch  at  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver;  one  branch  at  the  town  of 
Charlotte,  in  Mecklenburg  County,  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  for 
the  coinage  of  gold  only;  and  one  branch  at  or  near  Dahlonega,  in 
Lumpkin  County,  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  also  for  the  coinage  of  gold 
only. 

By  act  of  Congress  in  July  1852,  a  branch  was  established  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  in  the  State  of  California.  On  April  21st,  1862,  a  branch  was  located 
at  Denver,  in  the  then  territory  of  Colorado,  for  the  coinage  of  gold.  On 
March  3rd,  1 863,  a  branch  was  located  at  Carson  City,  in  the  then  terri¬ 
tory  of  Nevada.  On  July  4th,  1 864,  a  branch  was  located  at  Dalles  City,  in 
the  state  of  Oregon,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver. 

Besides  the  aforementioned  branches,  there  are  three  Assay  Offices, 
one  in  New  York  City,  one  in  Boise  City,  Idaho,  and  one  in  Helena, 
Montana. 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Commentary:  Commemoratives  have  always 
been  a  focus  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and 
over  the  years  we  have  provided  choice  coins  to 
many  numismatists  who  have  put  together  type  sets 
oi  specialized  collections  of  dates  and  mintmarks. 
We  offer  a  combination  of  hand-picked  quality  plus 
reasonable  price.  We  invite  you  to  make  us  your 
headquarters  for  this  fascinating  series. 

To  aid  in  appreciation  of  these  coins  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  you  acquire  Q.  David  Bowers’  award¬ 
winning  text,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  which  tells  how  the 
various  issues  were  created,  incidents  and  anecdotes 
concerning  the  distribution,  market  prices  from  the 
time  of  issue  down  to  the  present  era,  and  much 
more.  By  reading  this  book,  even  casually,  you  can 
become  an  expert  on  the  series.  Moreover,  in  the 


commemorative  series  a  variety  which  might  not 
normally  attractive  much  notice — take,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  the  1936  Elgin  half  dollar — will  come  to 
life  as  you  read  the  multiple-page  study  of  this  coin 
and  every  aspect  of  it. 

Each  coin  in  this  issue  is  guaranteed  to  please, 
loday’s  market  values  are  very  attractive,  in  our 
opinion,  and  our  selection  is  of  exceptional  quality. 
Take  advantage  of  it. 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,725 


Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PGGS).  A  lustrous 

gem.  Beautiful! . 2,725 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning . 412 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


aptness 
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1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usu¬ 
ally  in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 9,250 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 412 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 499 

1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 

did  specimen  of  this  key  issue,  and  one  of  the 

nicest  strikes  we’ve  seen . 1 ,050 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 875 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 406 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1 936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 98 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 98 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64 . 182 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brill  iant . 108 

In  recent  times  there  has  been  a  long  overdue  I  in  our 
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opinion)  interest  in  various  scarce  dates  and  mintmarks  in 
some  of  the  longer  commemorative  series — of  which  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  is  a  prime  example.  Often  such  pieces  have  much  lower 
mintages  than  do  varieties  earlier  in  the  same  design  sequence, 
and  yet  the  market  price  difference  is  only  slightly  higher. 
This  adds  up  to  a  lot  of  coin  value  for  the  money. 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 162 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 


age .  133 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 162 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 392 


Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 392 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 350 

At  the  time  of  distribution  these  coins  could  be  purchased 
at  a  drive-up  concession  at  the  bridge  itself. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  AU-55 . 1 10 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64 . 1  12 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934”.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  94 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 
A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from  a 
mintage  of  only  2,004! . 980 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1935- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice.  595 

As  is  true  of  other  issues  in  extended  commemorative 
series  with  dates  and  mintmarks,  such  issues  as  1 937-D,  made 
toward  the  end  of  the  Boone  series,  offer  low  mintages  for 
prices  that  are  only  slightly  higher  than  those  of  common 
varieties.  If  you  are  putting  together  a  type  set  you  may  wish 


to  add  a  piece  such  as  this. 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 595 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 385 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 364 


The  obverse  features  P.T.  Barnum,  proprietor  of  the 
American  Museum  in  New  York  City,  and  at  one  time  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  Bridgeport’s  leading  citizen  and  benefactor.  At 
one  time  in  the  American  Museum  there  was  a  display  of 
rare  coins,  but  we  have  never  encountered  more  than  passing 
notice  concerning  it — no  inventory,  no  description  of  indi¬ 
vidual  pieces.  If  any  reader  has  such,  let  us  know  and  we’ll 
examine  the  subject  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so 
fine . 945 

Noted  dealer  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  1930s  considered  this 
design  to  be  one  of  the  very  finest  of  all  commemoratives. 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light 
toning . 259 

1925-S  California.  MS-63-  Brilliant . 210 

1925-S  California.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 120 

1951- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 56 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...50 

Generous  mintage  of 2,006,292,  although  relatively  few 
of  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  90 

1 953  Carver- Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 44 

1 953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  50 

I  953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 50 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  140 

1 954- D  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  70 

1 954-L)  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  56 


1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  162 
1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 294 

The  Cincinnati  half  dollar,  minted  in  three  varieties,  is 
one  of  the  most  curious  of  all  issues  from  this  era.  It  was 
conceived  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  a  well-known  numismatist 
who  persuaded  Congress  to  let  him  have  his  own  commemo¬ 
rative  coins! 

Seeking  to  create  designs  that  would  sell,  Melish  came 
up  with  the  idea  that  1936  celebrated  Cleveland’s  50th  anni¬ 
versary  as  “a  musical  center  of  America,”  never  mind  that 
nothing  specifically  happened  50  years  earlier  in  1886  that 
was  worth  commemorating  on  a  United  States  legal  tender 
coin. 

The  pieces  were  sold  in  sets  of  three,  one  each  from  the 
Philadelphia,  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Mint,  for  $7.75  the 
trio — the  highest  original  offering  price  up  to  that  time.  The 
numismatic  community  was  quickly  told  that  the  issue  was 
“sold  out,”  and  the  price  on  the  aftermarket  jumped  to  $50  a 
set.  By  some  fortunate  circumstance,  Thomas  Melish  and 
his  friends  just  happened  to  have  a  few  sets  on  hand  when 
the  price  reached  $50,  a  situation  that  provoked  outrage 
among  numismatists.  The  fascinating  story  and  all  of  the 
details  are  given  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  book.  Commemorative 


Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 294 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 90 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...412 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 302 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 


This  is  the  very  first  United  States  commemorative  half 
dollar.  It  was  issued  for  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition, 
scheduled  to  open  in  Chicago  in  1 892  to  celebrate  the  400th 
anniversary  of  Columbus’  “discovery”  of  America.  However, 
construction  fell  behind,  and  the  gates  were  not  thrown  open 
to  the  public  at  large  until  1893,  thus  accounting  for  the 
subsequent  production  of  half  dollars  of  the  1893  date. 


1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 168 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden 

toning . 59 

1893  Columbian.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 39 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 
grade . 679 


Depicted  is  the  Charter  Oak,  which  lasted  until  the  19th 
century,  when  it  was  destroyed.  This  particular  issue  was 
widely  distributed,  with  many  being  sold  to  residents  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  others  to  numismatists.  The  modernistic  eagle 
on  the  reverse  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  later  on  the 
1936  Bridgeport  half  dollar. 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden 


toning . 625 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elusive  date 
and  mintmark  varieties,  “type’’  coins,  and 
other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce 
or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several 
hundred  dollars  each  or  more)  you've  been 
seeking.  When  we  acquire  them,  we  will 
send  you  a  quotation.  There’s  no  obliga¬ 
tion  to  buy;  just  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if 
you  desire. 


1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gent 


specimen . 455 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58 . 242 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 790 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 266 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 238 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 


This  issue  is  one  of  several  exploitative  varieties  of  the 
era.  It  was  produced  to  observe  the  75th  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  1863-1938,  but  the  promoters  were  so 
eager  to  cash  in  on  the  market  that  it  was  produced  earlier. 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50C 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 

pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces . 2,995 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  "type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,600 

Just  10,008  were  struck  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  half  dol¬ 
lar,  the  odd  eight  pieces  being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission.  Many  of  the  pieces,  possibly  even  most,  were  sold 
within  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  with  the  minor  part  of  the  mint¬ 
age  going  to  numismatists.  Thus,  pieces  became  scarce  on 
the  numismatic  market,  and  today  the  issue  remains  as  the 
most  desirable  single  “type”  or  major  design.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  1928  Hawaiian  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a 
type  set,  while  certain  varieties  with  lower  mintages — such 
as  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  Boone  half  dollars  with  “Small 
1 934” — are  rarer,  but  they  are  not  needed  for  a  basic  design 
set,  but  are  in  the  realm  of  the  variety  specialist. 

Two  other  commemorative  half  dollars  have  mintages 
identical  to  the  Hawaiian:  the  1935  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail.  Interestingly,  the  “Old”  in  the  title  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  half  dollar  has  largely  been  forgotten,  and  in  modern  list¬ 
ings  the  coin  is  alphabetized  under  “S."  The  1935  Hudson 
and  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollars  were  primarily  sold  to  the 
numismatic  community,  and  thus  larger  numbers  of  them 
survive  today  than  do  for  the  Hawaiian. 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brill  iant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 1,610 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue _ 699 

19  16  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 189 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 100 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 
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reverse,  which  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
finest  work  of  John  R.  Sinnock  (who  later  be¬ 


came  the  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint) . 675 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 442 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1,195 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 329 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 232 


1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  609 

We  have  always  considered  high  quality  1 920  Maine  half 
dollars  to  be  a  bit  scarcer  than  market  values  reflect.  Curi¬ 
ously,  the  dies  for  this  issue  were  not  highly  finished,  and 
examination  under  magnification  will  reveal  many  ra/Wlines 
from  the  preparation  process.  This  is  especially  evident  on 
early  impressions  from  the  dies.  Although  Anthony  de 
Francisci  created  plaster  models  for  the  Maine  half  dollar 
(Francisci  later  became  better  known  for  his  1921  Peace  sil¬ 
ver  dollar),  to  this  day  it  is  not  known  who  created  the  actual 
design  for  the  coin. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 434 

This  design  possibly  represents  the  low  watermark  in 
unattractive  commemorative  designs,  although  the  1 926  Ses- 


quicentennial  gives  it  a  run  for  its  money. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 910 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 442 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 232 

1926  Oregon  AU-58.  Brilliant . 109 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 


Again  we  suggest  that  you  review  the  mintages  of  issues 
such  as  the  later  Oregon  varieties,  for  often  pieces  that  have 
low  production  quantities  can  be  obtained  for  just  a  modest 
increment  over  more  common  issues. 

A  number  of  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins  took  a  poll  of  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 
relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  providing  a  great  opportunity  in  this  regard. 


1934-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...485 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 252 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 294 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 266 


Gem  191 5-S  Panama- Pacific  50C 


1 91 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  beautiful . 2,650 

The  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  was  held 
in  San  Francisco  to  celebrate  the  rebuilding  of  the  city  after 
the  1906  earthquake  and,  also,  the  opening  of  the  Panama 
Canal.  The  fair  was  very  spectacular  with  many  exhibits  of 
technology,  art,  and  nature.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  last  of  the 
great  expositions  of  the  early  era  (the  next  significant  exposi¬ 
tion  did  not  occur  until  1926  at  Philadelphia,  but  this  latter 
event  was  a  financial  failure). 

Numismatists  remember  the  1916  Panama-Pacific  Ex- 
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position  for  its  commemorative  coins,  the  largest  number 
ever  issued  before  or  since  in  connection  with  a  worlds  fair. 
Farran  Zerbe,  well-known  numismatic  promoter  and  entre¬ 
preneur  and  former  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  was  in  charge  of  the  coin  concession  at  the  fair 
and  handled  the  distribution  of  the  commemorative  coins 
individually  and  in  sets.  1  he  entire  scries  consisted  of  the 
half  dollar,  gold  dollar,  gold  quarter  eagle,  and  two  formats — 
octagonal  and  round — of  the  $50  gold  piece. 

Gem  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  50tf 
191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant . 2,650 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  525 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 519 


The  1920  Pilgrim  half  dollar  was  meant  to  observe  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  that  fa¬ 
mous  rock.  However,  this  became  the  first  of  the  exploitative 
commemorative  coins  inasmuch  as  by  the  end  of  1920  there 
were  still  undistributed  pieces  on  hand,  but  to  provide  rev¬ 
enue  by  selling  coins  to  collectors,  an  unneeded  and  irrel¬ 
evant  issue  dated  1921  was  produced. 

Thus  began  a  long  tradition — continuing  to  the  present 
day — of  producing  commemoratives  that  were  not  especially 
needed  to  commemorate  anything  (for  example,  the  1921 
Pilgrim  half  dollar  observed  the  30 1  st  anniversary  of  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  Pilgrims),  but  were  made  specifically  to  tap  the 


wallets  of  collectors  and  investors  . 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 133 

1920  Pilgrim  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 84 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 77 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 809 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 322 

1921  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 329 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 329 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  95 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 95 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 95 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 


It  is  generally  conceded  that  movie  star  Errol  Flynn  was 
the  model  for  the  obverse  of  this  issue.  Among 
commemoratives  of  this  era,  the  Roanoke  is  generally  avail¬ 
able  in  high  grades — in  fact,  a  worn  one  would  be  a  rarity. 
Moreover,  most  specimens  are  quite  attractive  and  well  struck. 


No  problem  in  getting  a  nice  one. 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64 . 1 19 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 102 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1926  Sesquicentenniai.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 


1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  770 

Representative  of  the  history  of  the  South  including  the 
Confederacy,  this  issue  was  very  popular  at  the  time,  but  the 
production  quantity  was  sufficiently  generous  that  hoards 


remained  for  years  afterward. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 232 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 84 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 47 

1934  Texas  Centennial.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  252 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 


It  has  been  our  experience  over  a  long  period  of  years 
that  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars  have  always  been  very 


popular — in  high  markets,  low  markets,  and  in  between  The 
design  is  one  of  the  most  ornate  and  complex  of  any  issue 
High-grade  specimens  can  be  fairly  attractive.  A  complete 
set  contains  no  “impossible"  rarities  and  makes  a  nice  dis¬ 
play.  The  present  offering  will  give  you  a  good  start. 


1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 123 

1934  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 168 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 133 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 168 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 168 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 168 

1 937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 68 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 168 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 322 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 294 

1938- S  Texas.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 329 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 49 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 63 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  Brilliant . 33 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65 . 90 

1 947-  D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1947-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 


The  Booker  T.  Washington  series  is  replete  with  many 
low  mintage  varieties  that  sell  for  nominal  prices.  Again,  if 
you  want  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money,"  we  suggest  that  you 
look  up  the  mintage  of  these  pieces  and  also  consider  the 


market  prices. 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 259 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 63 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 63 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 420 

Mintage:  5 1 2,09 1 .  Probably,  most  were  never  distributed. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 420 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 63 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
over  two  dozen  dedicated  professionals 
are  on  hand  to  provide  what  we  consider 
to  be  the  finest  value,  quality,  and  service 
in  the  coin  hobby  today.  Join  our  “fam¬ 
ily”  of  happy  customers! 
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1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brillia 
1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) 
1951-S  B.  r.W.  MS-65.  Bril  liar 
1 936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilli 
1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .. 

nt . 

it . 

. 63 

. 70 

. 273 

. 70 

224 

VARIETY 

1936 

MS-63 

106 

MS-64 

126 

MS-65  VARIETY 

1938-D 

MS-63 

MS-64 

266 

MS-65 

302 

1936-D 

126 

1938-S 

259 

266 

302 

1936-S 

126 

189 

1939 

490 

699 

. 232 

1937 

106 

126 

189 

1939-D 

499 

539 

699 

__ 

% 

Su>  \ 

1937-D 

350 

392 

595 

1939-S 

550 

770 

T- 

V 

1937-S 

392 

191 5- S  Pan-Pac 

1250 

2650 

1938 

385 

525 

1920  Pilgrim 

95 

133 

519 

1938-D 

539 

1921  Pilgrim 

322 

809 

1938-S 

442 

550 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936  Bridgeport 

364 

1936 

112 

.329 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid"  we  oiler  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality, 
all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  sur¬ 
faces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an 
excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offer¬ 
ing  to  build  your  collection  ol  commemorative 
coins,  one  of  Americas  most  interesting  series.  (For 
other  fine  commemoratives  in  grades  other  than 
PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  pre¬ 
ceding  listing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buy¬ 
ers  have  done  for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for  quality  and 
value. 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t  2725 

1925-S  California 

259 

945 

1936-D 

112 

329 

Carver 

1936-S 

98 

133 

329 

1952 

27 

1937  Roanoke 

232 

280 

1952-D 

238 

1936  Robinson 

105 

119 

1953-D 

315 

1935-S  San  Diego 

84 

102 

1953-S 

50 

1936-D  San  Diego 

90 

112 

1954 

33 

1926  Sesqui 

189 

699 

1954-D 

56 

70 

Texas  type 

1954-S 

30 

1934 

126 

162 

Cincinnati  type 

1935 

133 

168 

1936 

329 

595 

1935-D 

123 

1936-D 

329 

1935-S 

133 

168 

1936-S 

294 

329 

1936 

133 

1936  Cleveland 

90 

245 

1936-D 

123 

133 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936-S 

168 

1936 

259 

302 

1937-D 

168 

1936-D 

259 

302 

1937-S 

123 

1 893  Columbian 

175 

1938 

294 

322 

392 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

2950 

9250 

1935  Connecticut 

679 

1938-D 

294 

322 

350 

1921  Alabama  plain 

1145 

1936  Delaware 

266 

273 

455 

1938-S 

294 

322 

1936  Albany 

420 

1936  Elgin 

238 

266 

1 927  Vermont 

308 

Arkansas  type 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

350 

630 

1936  Wisconsin 

224 

252 

1935 

126 

315 

1922  Grant  plain 

196 

350 

1936  York 

232 

1935-D  105 

315 

1928  Hawaiian 

5600 

BTW  Type 

1935-S 

315 

1924  Huguenot 

630 

1946 

49 

1936  105 

406 

1946  Iowa 

98 

133 

1946-S 

33 

49 

1936-D 

126 

406 

1925  Lexington 

119 

196 

809 

1947 

44 

90 

1936-S  105 

406 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

112 

224 

675 

1947-D 

56 

154 

1937  119 

490 

1936  Long  Island 

89 

1947-S 

84 

1937-D  119 

455 

1936  Lynchburg 

329 

1948 

56 

70 

1937-S 

665 

1920  Maine 

182 

273 

609 

1948-D 

56 

70 

1938  168 

1934  Maryland 

168 

196 

420 

1948-S 

70 

1938-D  162 

182 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

7700 

1949 

87 

105 

1938-S 

910 

1938  New  Rochelle 

392 

1949-D 

87 

105 

1939  329 

392 

1936  Norfolk 

434 

442 

469 

1949-S 

87 

105 

1939-D 

442 

910 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1950 

46 

63 

1939-S 

392 

980 

1926 

154 

232 

1950-D 

46 

63 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge  140 

1926-S 

133 

154 

252 

1950-S 

63 

Boone  type 

1928 

245 

350 

1951 

63 

70 

1935  106 

126 

189 

1933-D 

357 

378 

462 

1951-D 

70 

1935-D  106 

1934-D 

217 

224 

315 

1935-S 

126 

189 

1936 

175 

232 

i7 j  v  vniTP  rwnr7i? 

1935/34 

175 

1936-S 

182 

232 

266 

r/LA  lUUK  LfKUJzix 

I935/34-D 

1085 

1937-D 

210 

252 

1935/34-S 

980 

1938 

259 

266 

294 
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THE  MORE  THINGS  CHANGE,  the  more  they  stay 
the  same.  Or,  is  there  anything  new  under  the  sun?  Recently 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  stated  that  there  was  accelerated 
market  demand  for  new  “narrow  body”  jet  airplanes;  appar¬ 
ently,  the  highly  acclaimed  “wide  body”  jets  are  now  passe. 
Recently,  Eric  P.  Newman  sent  us  a  clipping  dated  December 
1,  1863 — yes,  over  130  years  ago — advertising  in-line  roller 
skates  looking  quite  like  modern  Rollerblades.  A  recent  glance 
at,a  health  food  magazine  reveals  that  homeopathic  medicine 
is  “hot."  It  seems  like  just  yes¬ 
terday,  but  it  was  about  10  to 
1 5  years  ago  when  we  were 
researching  the  old-time  soh 
drink,  Moxie,  that  we  learned 
that  its  compounder  (in  1885), 

Dr.  Augustin  Thompson,  was 
a  homepathic  physician.  We 
had  to  go  to  some  old-time 
medical  texts  to  find  out  what 
homeopathic  medicine  was  all 
about  (“the  law  of  similars,” 

“like  cures  like,"  etc.).  Perhaps 
the  Water  Cure  will  be  revived 
one  of  these  days! 

4  4  4 

MOST  INTERESTING 
HEADLINE  we’ve  seen  re¬ 
cently:  “Malaysia  Plans  a  Mile- 
Long  Building,  Dinosaurs  Included.”  (  The  Wall  Street Journal) 

4  4  4 

TROPICAL  FISHLESS  SOCIETY:  First  came  the  video¬ 
tape  showing  an  aquarium.  No  feeding  ol  the  fish,  no  cleaning 
ol  tanks,  no  replenishing  dead  guppies  and  neon  tetras.  Just 
push  the  on-off  switch.  Now,  according  to  our  friend  Mariette 
DiChristina,  who  edits  the  “What’s  New"  column  in  Popular 
Science ,  there’s  even  newer  technology  in  the  form  of  the  “No- 
Fuss  Fish.”  This  $30  item  (cost  in  Shanghai,  China)  operates  as 
follows:  “A  pair  of  slowly  rotating  bar  magnets  driven  by  a  tiny 
battery-powered  motor  make  the  plastic  ‘fish’  circle  and  dive  in 
an  electromechanical  tank.  Each  hollow  fish  carries  an  internal 
magnet  and  has  a  hinged  tail.” 

4  4  4 

WE  DIDN’T  KNOW  that  Dame  Barbara  Cartland  is  the 


world’s  best  selling  author  and  has  sold  650  million 
copies  from  nearly  600  titles.  “Cartland,  who  turns 
95  on  Tuesday,  isstillcrankingouta  newtitleevery 
two  weeks.”  (International  Herald  Tribune) 

4  4  4 

THE  OTHER  DAYa  catalogue  called  Lifestyle 
arrived  in  the  mail.  Offered  for  sale  were  many 
interesting  gizmos.  We  didn’t  order  any,  but 
couldn’t  resist  reading  about  a  device  that  acti¬ 
vates  someone  else’s  radar  detector — said  to  be 
ideal  treatment  for  bullies  and  “turnpike  cow¬ 
boys.”  Then  there  was  an  electronic  device  that 
enabled  people  to  change  their  telephone  voices 
from  man  to  woman  or  from  adult  to  child,  or 
other  combinations,  or  to  use  sound  effects  in¬ 
cluding  (and  this  is  a  direct  quote)  a  “burp,  siren, 
applause,  fart,  screeching  crash,  and  crying  baby.” 
4  4  4 

NEW  USES  FOR  PUNCTUATION:  The  Lands’  End  Com¬ 
pany  (which,  for  starters,  seems  to  have  the  apostrophe  in  the  wrong 
place),  from  whom  we  have  ordered  quite  a  few  things,  states  this: 
“Guaranteed.  Period."  Presumably,  the  word  “Period,  means  the 
end,  that’s  that,  and  no  more  discussion — apparently  better  than  an 
exclamation  point.  Now  irom  another  advertiser  we  see  a  product 
made  by  Grundig  in  Germany  advertised  as  “the  world  s  greatest 
shaver — period!"  1  his  uses  both  “period  spelled  out  and  an 
exclamation  point  in  punctuation  form. 

4  4  4 

ANOTHER  CATA¬ 
LOGUE:  This  one  from 
Herrington,  offers  a  cigar 
lighter  that  is  usable — al¬ 
though  we  can’t  imagine  need¬ 
ing  one  in  such  a  situation — 
“even  in  a  gale!” 

4  4  4 

AN  INTERESTING 

CLIPPING  arrived  in  the  mail 
the  other  day  from  Gordon  C. 
Pedersen,  who  spotted  it  in  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  'm  L.M. 
Boyd’s  column,  “The  Grab 
Bag.”  Question:  “What  did  the 
ancient  Greeks  use  for  money 
before  they  minted  coins?” 
Answer:  “Grain.  Theystamped 
their  first  coin  in  625  B.C.  with  the  likeness  of  a  wheat  head." 

4  4  4 

NICE  ARTICLE  in  a  recent  issue  of  Calcoin  News  about  the 
Carson  City  Mint  building,  past  and  present  uses.  The  author 
was  Bob  DeCesaris,  and  photos  were  by  Rus  Stolling.  T odav  the 
structure  houses  the  Nevada  State  Museum.  “A  complete  set  of 
Carson  City  gold  coins  in  all  dates  and  denominations  is 
displayed  in  a  restored  bullion  vault  on  the  first  floor,  adjacent 
to  the  coin  press  room,”  the  article  noted.  For  visitors  to  the 
museum  who  might  not  have  a  numismatic  turn  of  mind  and  are 
not  excited  about  a  rare  1 870-CC  $20,  a  prehistoric  mammoth 
skeleton  or  an  “extensive  display  of  weaponry  including  Viet¬ 
nam  era  fire  power  may  fill  the  bill. 

4  4  4 

SUSAN  ANTHONY7  dollars  may  be  coming  into  their  own 


& 


That 


News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


“Lake  Winnipisseogee,  from  Red  Hill ” 
as  illustrated  by  W.H.  Bartlett  in  American  Scenery — 
now  known  as  Lake  Winnipesaukee 
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THIS  &  THAT 


lor  their  intended  purpose:  use  in  pocket  change.  The  other  day  we  saw 
two  of  them  in  the  cash  drawer  of  a  local  store  register,  asked  about  them, 
and  were  told  they  were  spent  by  two  different  people.  Right  now  the 
government  has  untold  millions  of  them  it  its  vaults,  in  Mint  State,  and 
available  lor  tace  value.  1  he  pieces  are  dated  1979  and  1980  and  are  at 
least  16  years  old.  Probably  in  some  luture  generation,  collectors  will 
marvel  why  it  was  that  back  in  1996  everyone  didn’t  buy  bags  of  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  money  on  interest  is  worth  about  5%  in  accounts 
these  days,  and  this  “cost"  has  to  be  lactored  in  as  well  (although  people 
rarely  take  the  “lost  cost  of  interest  into  account  in  figuring  anything). 

it  *.  i, 

IN  CASE  YOU  SAW  the  color  coverage  of  our  recent  Liberty  Head 
nickel  sale  in  the  August  1996  issue  ol  COINage  magazine,  the  coin 
pictured  was  a  “file  photo"  taken  years  ago  of  the  Norweb  Collection 
specimen  donated  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (with  our  offices 
arranging  the  appraisal).  The  Norweb  1913  nickel  had  not  been  pictured 
before,  or  at  least  we  don’t  recall  it  having  been.  The  coin,  while  very  nice, 
is  no  match  for  the  recently  sold  Eliasberg  Collection  piece  which  ranks 
as  the  very  finest,  and  by  a  large 
margin,  unless  the  missing  Reynold's 
coin  (which  we  haven’t  seen  and  have 
no  reliable  information  about)  can 
mount  a  challenge. 

A  A  * 

CAT  NEWS:  Scarlet,  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  cat  who  achieved  fame  and  re¬ 
ceived  7,000  letters  after  she  rescued 
her  four  kittens  from  a  burning  ga¬ 
rage  in  Brooklyn,  has  been  adopted  as 
have  all  the  kittens — following  1 ,200 
requests.  (International  Herald  Tri¬ 
bune) 

*  It 

INTERESTING  ITEM:  The 

1995  Annual  Report  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  page  33,  dis¬ 
cusses  this:  “Another  purchase  in¬ 
cluded  foreign  coins  which  probably  circulated  in  the  North  American 
colonies — counterfeit  farthings.  Counterfeit  copper  of  this  period  can  be 
very  difficult  to  catalogue.  Normally  one  can  distinguish  a  counterleit  by 
comparing  it  with  a  coin  known  to  be  genuine,  but  counterfeits  prolif¬ 
erated  so  much  in  the  late  1 8th  century  that  it  is  difficult  to  be  certain  that 
the  coins  catalogued  as  genuine  really  are  genuine...”  The  account  went 
on  to  say  that  a  group  of  pieces  in  an  auction  was  examined  by  a 
representative  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  before  bidding,  and 
he  “noticed  that  the  envelope  from  the  consignor  said  that  all  the 
farthings  were  counterfeit,  but  the  cataloguer  deemed  two  ol  the  coins  in 
the  lot  to  be  genuine.  When  the  coins  arrived,  we  examined  them  again 
and  discovered  to  our  relief  (emphasis  ours — this  is  the  interesting  part) 
that  they  were  all  counterfeit. ”  Further  explanation:  Counterfeit  copper 
coins  that  circulated  in  the  United  States  in  the  1 8th  century  are  eagerly 
collected,  and  some  varieties  are  even  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  (see  pages  47-48  of  the  1996  edition).  Specimens  in  Very 
Fine  grade  can  be  very  valuable,  into  the  hundreds  of  dollars,  or  in  one 
instance,  $3,400.  Counterfeits  of  this  era  are  much  more  valuable  than 
genuine  originals.  Robert  Ripley,  take  notice. 

i  i  t 

THE  INTERNET  is  of  course  a  popular  topic  of  discussion  in 


“Centre  Harbour ” 

(Lake  Winnipisseogee) 

as  illustrated  by  W.H.  Bartlett  in  American  Scenery 


financial  magazines  and  newspapers.  A  recent  issue  of  The  Wall  Street 
Journal  noted  that  innovative  operators  of  web  sites  on  the  Internet  were 
adding  key  words  such  as  “Elvis,”  “nudity,”  “fun,”  “sex,”  “Star  Trek,” 
and  “Disney’  to  their  title  pages,  even  though  their  businesses  have 
nothing  to  do  with  these  subjects.  Once  drawn  into  the  web,  a  prospec¬ 
tive  browser  might  be  confronted  with  a  message  such  as  this:  “Ifyou  used 
these  key  words  on  a  search  engine  and  found  yoursell  here,  you  deserve 
it.  While  you  are  here,  you  may  as  well  check  out  the  useful  information 
on  this  site.” 

It  Jt  It 

ELSEWHERE  ON  THE  COLLECTING  SCENE:  “A  Scottish 
hotel  owner  paid  $15,400  for  a  bottle  of  whiskey....  David  Birrell  was 
presented  with  his  purchase,  a  bottle  of  60-year  old  single  malt  at  his  hotel 
in  Argyll,  Scotland,  by  Willie  Philips,  managing  director  of  the  Macallan 
distillery."  (International  Herald  Tribune) 

It  4  It 

NEW  TERMS  for  coin  grading?  Recently  we  noted  that  used  cars  are 
offered  under  such  names  as  “program  vehicles,”  “executive  cars,”  and 

“pre-owned  cars.”  We  wonder  if  a  slightly 
worn  coin  should  be  a  “pre-owned,”  “ex¬ 
ecutive,"  or  “program"  Indian  cent?  We 
can  see  the  headline  now:  “A  Special 
Offering  of  Executive  Indian  Cents”  or 
“Great  Deals  on  Program  Morgan  Dol¬ 
lars.”  Just  an  idea. 

It  It  It 

THINGS  WE  DIDN’T  KNOW: 

This  is  from  page  17  of  a  report,  “Addi¬ 
tional  Estimates — Mint,  San  Francisco,” 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Janu¬ 
ary  7,  1857,  indicating  that  a  hydraulic 
press  had  been  set  up  at  the  San  Franciso 
Mint  on  December  27,  1856.  Further: 
“This  is  a  very  important  item  in  the 
internal  economy  of  the  mint.  Up  to  the 
date  of  the  erection  of  the  hydraulic  press 
a  screw  press  was  in  use,  which  required 
the  labor  of  six  men  to  do  the  work  now  performed  by  the  hydraulic  press 
attended  by  two  men.  These  persons  were  not  specially  hired  for  that 
purpose,  but  were  detailed  from  other  necessary  work,  and  so  much  of 
their  time  as  was  consumed  in  working  the  screw  press  was  generally 
added  to  their  other  labors  in  the  form  of  extra  time,  for  which  they 
received  compensation.  The  advantage  of  a  hydraulic  press  is  well 
appreciated  in  every  manufactory  where  great  force  with  a  small  expen¬ 
diture  of  labor  is  desired.  In  the  mint  the  advantage  is  not  solely  in  this 
respect,  but  in  the  saving  of  gold  and  silver,  which  are  pressed  harder  and 
subject  to  a  decreased  rate  of  loss.” 

It  It  It 

DOW  ON  FOREVER-NESS:  The  following  commentary  was 
made  by  Charles  Dow  nearly  a  century  ago:  “There  is  always  a  disposition 
in  people’s  minds  to  think  the  existing  conditions  will  be  permanent. 
When  the  market  is  down  and  dull,  it  is  hard  to  make  people  believe  that 
this  is  the  prelude  to  a  period  of  activity  and  advance.  When  prices  are 
up  and  the  country  is  prosperous,  it  is  always  said  that  while  preceding 
booms  have  not  lasted,  there  are  circumstances  connected  with  this  one 
which  make  it  unlike  its  predecessors  and  give  assurance  of  permanency. 
The  one  fact  pertaining  to  all  conditions  is  that  they  will  change.” 
(recently  quoted  by  Richard  Russell's  Dow  Theory  Letter) 
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UNITED  STATES  PATTERN 

Coins  for  Sale 


Pattern  Coins 


1850  “Ring  Cent”  Pattern 
1850  cent.  P-134,  J-l  19.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One 
of  several  efforts  to  reduce  the  size  and  weight 
of  the  cent  in  an  era  in  which  the  copper  “large” 
cent  was  viewed  as  too  expensive  to  produce 
and  very  cumbersome  to  handle . 2,795 


Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1858  Flying  Eagle  cent  transitional  pattern.  P- 
233,  J-l 91.  Small  Letters  obverse.  Laurel 
Wreath  reverse  with  five  leaves  per  cluster. 
Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Of  special  importance  as  a  transitional  coin 
with  the  obverse  style  of  1858  and  the  reverse 
as  first  regularly  used  in  1859 . 4,350 

Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Pattern  Cent 


1858  Flying  Eagle  cent  pattern.  P-236,  J-l  93. 
Small  Letters  obverse.  Ornamented  Shield 
reverse.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (PCGS)  with  at¬ 
tractive  light' toning . 2,500 

Famous  1858  Transitional  Indian  Cent 


1858  Transitional  Indian  cent  pattern.  P-229, 
J-l 98.  Proof-65.  Identical  design  to  1859,  but 
dated  1  858!  This  is  the  Indian  cent  equivalent 
to  the  famous  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent:  a  coin 
similar  to  me  regular  issue  but  dated  a  year 
earlier  and  struck  as  a  pattern.  However,  un¬ 
like  the  1  856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  the  1  858  In¬ 


dian  cent  has  been  largely  overlooked.  As  such, 
the  price  is  but  a  fraction  of  the  more  plentiful 
1856 .  4,950 

1858  Transitional  Indian  cent  pattern.  P-259. 
J-208.  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
popular  issue.  Obverse  and  reverse  style  of  1 859, 
but  dated  1858 . 1,895 

1858  Indian  cent  pattern.  P-259.  J-208.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Sharp  and  attractive . 1,395 


1859  Indian  cent  pattern.  Obverse  of  1859 
(regular  issue),  reverse  of  I860  (regular  is¬ 
sue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  P-272,  J- 
228.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem 
specimen  of  this  highly  important  coin.  2,950 
1859  Indian  pattern  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse 
of  1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Popular  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse 
design  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted  in 
1860.  Partly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of 
blue  and  lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal . 2,950 

1883  Pattern  Liberty  Nickel 
1883  pattern  Liberty  Head  nickel.  P-1916,  J- 
1712.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant 
gem.  Obverse  with  Liberty  head,  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  (instead  of  stars)  sur¬ 
rounding.  Reverse  with  wreath  enclosing  33  N., 
67  C . 2,950 


1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-293,  J-237.  Struck 
in  silver.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Obverse  with 
James  B.  Longacres  head  of  Miss  Libertv,  LIB¬ 
ERTY  on  ribbon  defining  neck  outline.  Re¬ 
verse  with  detailed  wreath  enclosing  HALF 
DOLLAR.  Issued  as  part  of  a  pattern  set  or 
series  this  year .  2,450 

Gem  1859  Pattern  P-295  50C 


1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-295.  J-239.  Struck 
in  silver.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Obverse  with 
Longacres  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  LIBERTY 
on  long  ribbon  at  bottom  of  portrait.  Reverse 
with  denomination  expressed  as  1/2  DOT  TAR 
within  minutely  detailed  wreath.  Issued  as  part 
of  a  set  this  year . 4,950 

Gem  1859  Pattern  P-297  50<t 
1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-297,  J-241.  Struck 
in  silver.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Obverse  with 
Longacres  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  LIBERTY 
on  long  ribbon.  Reverse  with  detailed  wreath 
enclosing  50  CENTS.  Issued  as  part  of  a  set 
this  year . 2,950 


The  “Schoolgirl”  Pattern  Dollar 


There  are  a  number  of  American  coins 
which  have  become  familiar  to  coin  collec¬ 
tors  by  a  nickname,  and  not  the  least  of  these 
is  the  pattern  silver  dollar  of  1 879  which  has 
long  flourished  under  the  title  of  “The 
Schoolgirl  Dollar.”  The  efficacy  of  this  name 
is  well  proved,  for  no  one  who  is  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  pattern  series  fails  in¬ 
stantly  to  form  a  mind  picture  of  this  piece 
when  it  is  mentioned  by  the  foregoing  title. 

It  is  pretty  certain  that  “The  Schoolgirl 
Dollar”  obtained  its  nickname  from  David 
Proskey,  who  also  christened  a  number  of 


other  pieces  in  his  sale  catalogues,  the  titles  of 
which  are  now  proverbial. 

The  design  is  thought  [by  some]  to  have 
been  that  of  Charles  E.  Barber,  the  present 
chief  engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint,  but 
it  is  likely  that  it  is  the  work  of  George  T. 
Morgan,  and  is  regarded  by  many  who  are 
interested  in  United  States  coins  as  one  of 
the  finest  and  most  desirable  patterns  for  a 
dollar  ever  produced  at  the  mint.  It  is  known 
in  silver,  copper,  and  white  metal,  and  is 
excessively  rare  in  any  metal. 

— 1  akenffom  TheNunimuitxiA  Jctober  1 9 1 1. 
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From  the  April  1900  issue  0/The  Numismatist: 

Gold  Coins  of 
British  Columbia 


by  R.L.  Reid 


The  only  gold  pieces  minted  in  Canada  were  the  $20  and 
$10  of  British  Columbia.  Breton,  Coins  of  Canada ,  934  and 
935.  The  note  in  Breton  is  meagre  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  piece  was  coined  and  the  cause  of  its  excessive  rarity 
may  be  ot  interest.  Atkins,  p.  284,  mentions  these  coins  from 
specimens  in  the  British  Museum  but  apparently  knew  noth¬ 
ing  ot  their  history. 

The  year  1858  was  remarkable  tor  a  rush  ot  miners  into  the 
rugged  mountains  ot  British  Columbia,  a  land  hitherto  utterly 
unknown  and,  at  that  time,  even  more  difficult  of  access  than  the 
Klondike,  Gold  in  immense  quantities  was  found  and  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  who  had  hitherto  ruled  this  vast 
domain,  yielded  place  to  a  regularly  constituted  government. 
What  now  is  the  Canadian  prov¬ 
ince  ol  British  Columbia,  capital 
New  Westminster.  James  Dou¬ 
glas,  the  Chief  Factor  of  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  after¬ 
wards  Sir  James  Douglas,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  both  colo¬ 
nies.  Access  to  the  civilized  world 
was  difficult  and  great  loss  was 
incurred  by  the  miners  in  exchang¬ 
ing  gold  dust  for  currency.  The 
nearest  point  where  the  gold  could 
be  officially  assayed  and  minted 
was  at  San  Francisco  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  disliked  the  gold  being 
transferred  to  a  foreign  country. 

In  1859  Capt.  W.D.  Gossett, 
the  treasurer  of  the  mainland 
colony,  who  resided  at  New  Westminster,  the  capital,  repre¬ 
sented  to  the  imperial  government  at  London,  through  Gov¬ 
ernor  Douglas,  whose  home  was  at  Victoria,  the  necessity  for 
an  assay  office  at  New  Westminster,  pointing  out  that  the  gold 
was  produced  in  the  mainland  colony  and  should  be  refined 
there.  The  Vancouver  Island  legislature  had  already  mooted 
the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  and  mint  at  Victoria,  and 
this  project  had  received  the  approval  of  the  governor.  There 
was  at  that  time  a  bitter  rivalry  between  the  two  capitals  and 
Capt.  Gossett  spoke  very  strongly  on  the  unfairness  of  Victoria 
attempting  to  take  away  the  business  which  of  right  belonged 
to  the  capital  of  the  other  colony.  Capt.  Gossett’s  idea  was  to 
make  the  Finglish  sovereign  the  unit  of  value  divided  decimally 


into  the  florin,  one-tenth  of  a  sovereign;  the 
groat,  one-tenth  of  a  florin;  and  the  mil,  one- 
tenth  of  a  groat. 

Capt.  Gossett’s  recommendation  was  so 
far  successful  that  in  1  860  the  assay  office  was 
established  at  New  Westminster  by  imperial 
sanction,  with  F.G.  Claudet  as  assayer  and 
F.H.  Boustield  as  assistant  assayer. 

In  November  1861,  Gov.  Douglas  sent  a 
long  dispatch  to  the  imperial  authorities  urg¬ 
ing  the  erection  ofa  mint.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  scarcity  of  coin  was  so  great  that  in  Victoria 
it  commanded  a  premium  of  5  %,  while  in  San 
Francisco  gold  dust  could  be  converted  into 
currency  at  a  cost  of  .5%.  In  consequence  men 
were  leaving  the  colony  continually.  He  pro¬ 
posed  as  a  remedy  to  issue  gold  coins,  equal  in 
value  to  the  $20  and  $  1 0  American  and  to  bring  them  into  general 
use  as  a  circulating  medium  in  both  colonies.  Refining  the  gold 
was  not  contemplated,  but  he  proposed  merely  to  bring  it  to 
uniform  degree  of  fineness,  to  make  the  gold  in  the  pieces  the  full 
current  value  and  to  throw  in  the  silver,  with  which,  he  alleged, 
all  the  gold  in  British  Columbia  was  more  or  less  alloyed,  as  a 
bonus.  The  machinery,  he  alleged,  could  be  purchased  in  San 
Francisco  for  £500  and  Mr.  Claudet  could  manufacture  all  that 
would  be  needed. 

Gov.  Douglas’  suggestion  was  acted  upon,  the  mint  machin¬ 
ery  was  purchased  and  set  up  at  New  Westminster.  The  dies  were 
made  at  the  Tower  Mint  in  London  and  forwarded  to  the  colony. 
When  everything  was  ready  for  coining,  Capt.  Gossett  went  to 

Victoria  to  get  the  governor’s  sanc¬ 
tion.  For  some  reason  the  governor 
absolutely  refused  his  consent.  The 
old  residents  of  New  Westminster 
claim  that  it  was  because  the 
governor’s  desire  to  have  a  mint  at 
Victoria  had  been  overruled  by  the 
imperial  authorities  and  he  would 
not  allow  New  Westminster  to  profit 
by  his  defeat.  Perhaps  a  combination 
of  these  two  reasons  accounts  for  his 
refusal.  At  any  rate  he  told  Gossett  to 
go  home,  grease  the  machinery  well 
so  it  wouldn’t  rust  and  put  it  away. 
Gossett  came  back,  greatly  disap¬ 
pointed  and  told  his  friends  that  the 
mint  would  not  be  operated  after  all. 
A  few  put  together  some  gold  and 
five  $20  and  five  $  1 0  pieces  were  struck  off  for  souvenirs  and  these 
were  all  that  were  coined.  The  mint  machinery  lay  for  many  years 
in  the  cellar  of  the  library  building  in  New  Westminster;  part  was 
sold,  the  rest  has  vanished — no  one  knows  where. 

I  have  made  extensive  inquiries  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the 
pieces  coined  and  have  located  some  of  them.  I  do  not  in  any  way 
vouch  for  the  correctness  of  this  list  but  think  it  is  approximately 
correct.  Two — one  $20  and  one  $10 — are  in  the  British  Museum, 
presented  by  Douglas’  successor,  Gov.  Seymour,  in  1 864.  One  $20 
in  the  possession  ofC.G.  Major,  Esq.,  of  New  Westminster,  B.C. 
One  is  worn  as  a  watch  charm  by  Mr.  Justice  Drake,  of  Victoria. 
Chief  Justice  Davie,  Wm.  Smyth  and  John  Robson,  all  now 
deceased  and  each  at  one  time  Premier  of  the  province,  are  each  said 
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to  have  had  one.  J.C.  Tunstall,  of  Vernon,  B.C.,  and  Alfred  Knevett  de 
Knevett,  now  of  Brussels,  formerly  a  resident  of  British  Columbia,  are  also 
said  to  have  a  specimen  each. 

The  coins  are  described  as  follows: 

1  Obv.  A  crown.  Leg.  Government  of  British  Columbia 

Rev.  20  /Dollars/ 1862  in  three  lines  within  a  wreath  of  oak  leaves  and 
acorns. 

:  10  Dollars,  similar  excepting  in  size  and  value. 

The  only  one  I  have  seen  is  the  splendid  specimen  belonging  to  C.G. 
Major  of  this  city.  It  is  needless  to  state  that  he  has  received  many 
flattering  offers  but  he  refuses  to  part  with  what  is  not  only  a  valuable 


piece  of  property  but  also  an  interesting  memento  of  his  experiences  in 
pioneer  days  in  British  Columbia.  It  was  examined  and  weighed  by  Mr. 
Edward  Reggsofthe  Royal  Mint  a  few  years  ago  and  found  to  weigh  1.14 
oz.  troy,  the  intrinsic  value,  assuming  it  to  be  fine  gold,  being  £4,  16s, 
lOd,  or  about  $24.00. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  only  Canadian  gold  coins.  There  is  now  an 
agitation  on  foot  to  have  a  Canadian  mint  started  and  we  Canadians  are 
in  hope  that  before  many  years  have  passed  we  will  have  a  mint  coining 
our  own  precious  metals  into  a  currency  worthy  of  the  country  from 
which  it  comes. 

New  Westminster,  B.C. 


A  Morgan  Dollar  Specialist 


The  following  letter  is  from  R.M.,  who 
enjoys  Morgan  silver  dollars: 

“Dear  Gail  [Watson]: 

“With  much  delight,  I  received  the  1 895- 
S  Morgan  today,  and  just  now  I  have  fin¬ 
ished  1 5  minutes  of  admiring  it  under  glass 
before  placing  it  in  its  Dansco  album.  Thanks 
so  much  for  another  quality  piece. 

“Today,  in  addition,  I  received  the  cur¬ 
rent  copy  of  your  Rare  Coin  Review ,  and  look 
forward  to  spending  the  evening  reading  the 
many  columns,  letters,  offerings,  and  bits  of 
information  your  publication  always  offers. 

“At  this  point  in  my  collecting  age,  sev¬ 
eral  questions  arise  in  that  I  hope  you  may 
shed  some  light  on  for  me.  Perhaps  you  can 
ask  Dave  Bowers  if  he  could  help  with  an¬ 
swers  and  advice: 

“(1)  With  the  completion  of  my  first  set 
of  Morgans  within  this  year,  I  would  like  to 
get  into  a  second  set,  focusing  primarily  on 
MS-63  and  MS-64  quality  with  the  scarcer 
coins  EF-45  to  AU-55.  However,  I  am 
hesitant  about  using  certified  coins  in  this 
set,  as  I  would  hope  to  be  able  to  hold  and 
study  these  coins  individually.  Any  sugges¬ 
tions  for  a  proper  'holder'  or  ‘cabinet’  to 
house  such  a  collection?  As  this  set  will  take 
some  time  to  assemble  (and  I  will  love  every 
moment  of  it!),  I  would  hope  to  invest  in 
some  kind  of  format  where  I  could  eventu¬ 
ally  display  a  completed  set  at  several  coin 
shows. 

“Referring  to  my  question  above,  I  hope 
to  base  my  collection  much  on  the  sugges¬ 
tion  that  Dave  made,  as  this  seems  like  a 
wonderful  way  to  seek  out  quality,  which 
lends  itself  to  ‘the  hunt’ — such  an  impor¬ 
tant  and  enjoyable  part  of  forming  a  nice  set 
of  coins. 

“(2)  My  second  question:  is  it  possible 
that  in  the  near  future  PCGS  may  be  market¬ 


ing  the  ‘small  slab’  so  many  of  us  would  like, 
and  if  so,  would  you  suggest  I  hold  off  on  my 
display  plans  for  the  MS-63  to  MS-64  set  until 
these  plans  are  finalized? 

“(3)  My  final  question  has  to  do  with  my 
present  want  list  there  at  Bowers  and  Merena. 
I  really  am  happy  with  the  1893-S  I  received 
from  you  a  while  back,  and  would  like  to 
cancel  the  wanted  item  on  a  VF-35  upgrade. 
In  addition,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  a 
wonderful  little  show  in  Post  Falls,  Idaho,  and 
there,  picked  up  the  1  895  $20  Liberty  gold 
piece,  another  coin  that  was  on  my  list  with 
you.  I  would,  however,  like  you  to  keep  your 
eye  out  for  the  1 889-CC  (EF-40  to  45)  for  me, 
as  I  know  your  travels  and  careful  judgment 
would  land  a  really  fine  coin.  My  question  is, 
if  the  coin  was  located,  could  I  pay  Bowers  and 
Merena  in  three  one-month  installments  for 
the  coin? 

“Yes,  the  Post  Falls  Idaho  coin  show  was 
wonderful.  Set  right  in  the  middle  of  silver 
dollar  country,  the  30+  tables  offered  an 
exciting  assortment  of  coins — many  beauti¬ 
ful  pieces  both  certified  and  uncertified. 
Being  a  small  show,  the  dealers  there  were 
anxious  to  strike  up  conversations  and  in  no 
time  at  all,  the  first  day  of  the  show  was 
gone.  As  my  girls  reach  college  age,  I  look 
forward  to  being  more  active  in  the  club 
scene  in  Portland  and  Salem,  and  taking  in 
as  many  shows  as  I  can.  To  me,  much  of  the 
enjoyment  of  collecting  is  the  camaraderie, 
the  new  friendships,  the  stories,  and  the 
tremendous  amount  of  knowledge  one  can 
attain  during  the  course  of  attending  shows 
and  belonging  to  clubs.  And  who  knows: 

with  my  journalism/teaching  background,  1 
might  even  be  able  to  explore  going  to  work 
with  a  coin  organization  in  some  capacity.  1 
couldn’t  think  of  a  better  way  to  enjoy  the 
retirement  years  than  by  continuing  in  the 


hobby,  learning  and  building  new  rela¬ 
tionships. 

“Gail,  thank  you  for  all  you  do  in  your 
correspondence,  publications,  and  direct  sales 
to  add  that  special  touch  to  my  enjoyment  of 
numismatics.  I  am  one  of  many  who  look 
forward  to  your  possible  reprinting  of  Dave’s 
silver  dollar  and  trade  dollar  Encyclopedia.  I 
would  like  to  hear  your  ideas  about  my 
questions. 

“All  the  best!’’ 

— R.M. 

COMMENTS  FROM  DAVE  BOWERS 

concerning  R.M’s  inquiries: 

1 .  The  Dansco  albums  are  a  great  way  to 
store  Morgan  dollars  and  enjoy  them  at  the 
same  time.  Another  alternative  is  Capital 
(brand)  plastic  holders  such  as  we  sell  under 
our  “Kingswood”  line — a  deluxe  version— 
or  regular  holders  you  can  order  directly 
from  Capital  at  628  N.  Erie  Street,  PO  Box 
543,  Massillon,  OH  44648.  These  are  great 
for  coin  show  displays  as  they  are  in  single 
sheets  and  a  collection  can  be  easily  shown. 
The  Bowers  and  Merena  Reference  Collec¬ 
tion  of  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  is  in 
Capital  holders.  And,  there  are  several  other 
worthwhile  holders  and  albums  on  the  mar¬ 
ket.  This  reminds  me  that  we  haven’t  dis¬ 
played  the  Reference  Collection  for  a  couple 
of  years  and  should  do  so  again  soon. 

2.  As  this  column  goes  to  press,  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  action  being  taken  by  PCGS  on 
a  “small  slab,”  but  1  have  suggested  it  and  still 
think  it  is  a  good  idea. 

3.  Thank  you  for  updating  us  on  your 
want  list.  Gail  Watson  (who  keeps  track  of 
want  lists)  has  made  the  changes.  Thanks 
also  for  your  report  on  the  Idaho  coin  show. 

1  ve  never  been  in  Idaho  except  for  a  tiny  part 
of  the  state  which  is  in  Yellowstone  Park. 
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Coming  Soon  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Publications 


A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Comingin  Novemberwill  be 
anotherbestsellerfrom  Q. 

David  Bowers.  This  new 
book,  which  is  over  500  pages  in 
length,  isacomprehensivediscus- 
sion  of  all  aspects  of  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  cents  from  1 856  through 
1 909.  Chapters  are  devoted  tograd- 
ing,  past  and  present  market  con¬ 
ditions,  aspects  of  rarity,  the  mint¬ 
ing  process,  and  more,  all  accompanied  by  many 
high-quality  illustrations. 

Each  individual  issue  is  given  achapterof  its 
own,  which  discusses  market  values  over  the 
years,  rarities  at  different  grade  levels  of  each 
piece,  market  tips,  things  to  watch  for  when 


Elvira  Eliza  Clain-Stefanelli 
Comments  on  Dave’s  New  Book 

“T he  title  sets  the  mood,  this  book  has  been  written  by 
a  person  who  has  been  fascinated  all  his  life  by  coins.  If 
is  therefore  meant  for  'numismatic  enthusiasts'  who  will 
delight  in  its  reading. 

"David  Rowers  is  also  an  experienced  historian  of 
coins.  Under  his  pen  simple  and  terse  numismatic  data 
grow  into  fascinating  chapters,  and  the  coins,  be  they 
only  cents,  are  transformed  from  little  pieces  of  metal  into 
valuable  documents  of  history. 

"Dear  reader,  do  not  consider  Dave  Rowers'  book 
only  a  valuable  source  of  numismatic  information,  it  is 
also  a  literary  delight." 


buying,  the  number  of  dies  used,  im¬ 
portant  die  varieties  and  unusual  fea¬ 
tures,  and  more.  In  some  instances 
over  a  dozen  pages  are  devoted  to  a 
single  coin  date! 

A  beginning  collectoras  well  as  an 
experienced  dealer  will  find  this  vol¬ 
ume  to  contain  much  information  not 
available  elsewhere  and  to  be  a  one- 
book  library  on  the  subject.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  it  is  written  in  Dave  Bowers’  highly  readable, 
informative  style. 

This  book  will  list  for  $45.00  and  is  offered  at  a 
special  pre-publication  price  of  $35  plus  $3.50 
postage.  For  just  $38.50,  you  can  have  one  of  the 
first  copies  shipped  directly  from  the  printer!  No 
further  discounts  apply.  Complete  the  coupon 
and  then  mail  it  to:  Publications  Dept.,  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  P.O.  Box  1 224,  Wolfeboro, 
NH  03894.  Or  call  toll-free  800-222-5993  and  ask 
for  the  Publications  Department. 


r 


I  have  enclosed  my  check  or  credit  card  authorization  for  $35  (plus 
postage)  Please  send  me  A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  upon  publication  in  November. 

Name _ 


Address 
City _ 


ST 


ZIP  ^ 


I  would  like  pay  by:  Q  Check  Q  VISA  Q  MC  Q  AMEX 

cc# _  _ 


Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 


New  Titles  Galore ! 


Miry  Tocci 

Pi  blications  Department 


Over  the  next  few  months,  new  titles  will  be 
rolling  off  the  presses  left  and 
right!  As  seen  on  the  previ¬ 
ous  page,  Dave’s  new  book 
A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents  will  be  a  “must 
have”  for  all  numismatic  li¬ 
braries  and  will  be  available 
very  soon  (late  November.) 
Already  critically  acclaimed  by 
many  leading  numismatists 
and  authors  (who  have  had 
sneak  peaks  at  the  latest  draft) , 
this  book  is  yet  another  in  the 
series  of  important  reference 
books  written  in  Dave’s  entertaining  style. 

Hot  on  its  heels  will  be  another  new  release 


The  Complete  Guide 
to 

Lincoln 

Cents 


David  W.  La nqr 


written  by  David  Lange,  l he  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents,  the  latest  edition  in  “The  ( Complete 
Guide  series — to  be  published  before  Christmas. 
And  tfow'available  is  The  Authoritative  Reference  on 
Lincoln  Cents byjohn  Wexlerand  Kevin  Flynn  (for 
more  details  see  page  1 1 .) 

If  small  cents  are  not  your  specialty,  take  note  of 
the  many  titles  we  have  available  for  you  at  discount 
prices.  And,  as  always,  each  purchase  you  make 
comes  with  our  100%  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

Another  new  release  is 
Collecting  Coins  and  Mak¬ 
ing  Money;  A  Peek  at  the 
19th  Century,  with  an  in¬ 
troduction  by  Dave  Bowers.  Excite¬ 
ment,  information,  even  unbeliev¬ 
able  scandal — all  are  yours  for  the 
reading  in  this  great  new  192-page 
book.  Dave  has  reached  back  into 
the  last  century  to  reprint  some 
interesting  illustrated  narratives  from  that  era  for  modern 
readers. 

If  you  like  stories  of  the  past  and  enjoy  nostalgia,  you’ll 
find  enough  enjoyable  reading  about  coins  and  paper 
money  to  keep  you  fascinated  for  an  evening  or  two  of 
spare  time. 

Call  me  today  at  1-800-222-5993  to  place  your  order. 
I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon! 


Mary  Tocci 


Super  Specials  on  Numismatic  Books 


Right  now  we  are  offering  great  prices  on  fabulous  numismatic  reference  books  on  some  of  your 
favorite  series.  Below  are  listed  seven  titles  at  absolutely  rock-bottom  prices.  No  further  discounts 
apply.  Prices  do  not  include  shipping  and  handling.  Call  quickly  since  quantities  are  limited. 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  by  Larry  Briggs  Stock  No.  BBR-800 

•  List  price:  $24.95  Now  only:  $1 7.45 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars,  by  Bruce  Fox.  Stock  No.  BFO-107. 

•  List  price:  27.95  Now  only:  $20.95 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  by  David  W.  Lange.  Stock  No.  BLA-106. 

•  List  price:  $24.95  Now  only:  $1 7.45 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  by  David  Lawrence.  Stock  No.  BLA-102. 

•  List  price:  $24.95  Now  only:  $1 7.45 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Shield  and  Liberty  Head  Nickels,  By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia  Mahon.  Stock  No.  BPE-200 

•  List  price:  $34.95  Now  only  $24.45 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified  Commemoratives,  by  Harry  Laibstain.  Stock  No.  BLA-851 
•List  price:  $29.95  Now  only:  $14.90 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  by  Van  Allen  and  Mallis.  Stock  No.  BVA-707 
•List  price:  $49.95  Now  only:  $24.95 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  113 


Page  61 


Numismatic  Books 


OmM-n  Ain 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  184  pages,  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue.  Illus¬ 
trated.  Special  Offer:  HB  ver¬ 
sion  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  ( BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


ouioe  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  A  l  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes 
on  ayear-by-year  basis.  1 68  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 
Read  about  the  history,  art,  ro¬ 
mance,  and  investment  aspect  of 
coins.  306  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
denomination  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  312  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-402)  List  $19.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB(BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Save  Money 

I  ake  1 0%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $  1 00; 
take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100 
(off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Fascinating  reprints  of 
illustrated  articles  on  making 
coins  and  paper  money.  192 
pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-401)  List  $29.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  Stales 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bcvvers 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive  ref¬ 
erence  work  on  commemora- 
tives  from  the  19th  century- 
1991.  768  pages,  illustrated. 
►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 


►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


hi  Ulustated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series  from 
colonials  to  regular  copper,  nickel, 
silver,  and  gold  issues.  572  pages. 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this 
magnificent  collector  and  his  equally  faschinating 
collection.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Second  Printing. 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-146A)  List  $62.50 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


^panIoN 


QOM  PAN 


foSfejjajy 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224  pages  each. 

The  Numismatist’s: 

^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
^  Countryside  Companion — SB(BBM-207)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Topside  Companion — SB(BBM-209)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Traveling  Companion — SBIBBM-210)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Weekend  Companion — SB(BBM-206)  List$12.95 


for  Sale 

Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuable  information  on 
different  series,  from  one  of 
the  country's  most  knowl¬ 
edgeable  numismatists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by  De¬ 
sign  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  I  nvestor — 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 

^  UnitedStatesCopperCoins: 


Unlttd  SUM* 

q,1».  b, 


wrc«>'  »”d  w 

ju.bbb' 


An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collec¬ 
tor  and  Investor  — 
SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  3<t  and  5<Lt 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about 

American  gold  coins.  415  pages, 

illustrated 

►  HB(BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating 
and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand  (1862- 
1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 

^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


WALTER  BREEN'S 


&  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


UNITED  STATES 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof 
coin  manufacture,  character¬ 
istics  ofvarious  styles  of  Proofs, 
and  more.  Year-by-year  analy¬ 
sis.  338  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic  library 
all  in  one  book!  754  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


To  Order —  Toll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 
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Numismatic  Books 
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United  Stan- 

LIBERTY  SLATED 
QUARTERS 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

All  the  facts  concerning  Liberty 
Seated  quarters  from  the  first 
issue  in  1 838  to  the  last  in  1 89 1 . 
265  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800)  List  $39.95 


£3l>  £t*? 

Guide  &  Us. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Mk.haal  J.  Hodder 
Q.  David  Dovers 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  H odder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to  commemorative 
coins.  165  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


for  Sale 

United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 

The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state,  and 
early  American  coins.  378  pages, 
ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to 
“cherrypick”  rarities.  344  pages. 
Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 


Getting  Your 
Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

A  complete  guide  to  two-cent 
pieces.  112  pages.  Over  350 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-1 14)  List  $19.95 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  DOLLARS 


•uu  ta 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 

A  complete  look  at  this  popular 
series.  1 54  pages,  with  280  pho¬ 
tographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
The  fourteenth  edition  of  this, 
an  essential  work  on  United 
States  currency.  304  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BFR-105)  List  $24.50 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  & 

Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  & 

Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  with  an  interest 
in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spit.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this  popular 
series.  Nearly  400  photographs. 
►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

BARBER 

HALVES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed  on  a 
date-by-date  basis.  112  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold Margolis 
The  author  discusses  everything  to 
do  with  minting  and  mint  errors. 
370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


Save  Money 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100; 
take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100 
(off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Shield  and  Liberty  Head 
Nickels 

By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia 
Mahon 

A  comprehensive  work  on  these 
popular  series. 

►  SB  (BPE-200)  List  $34.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100)  List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

ByAndreu >  W.  Pollock  III 
(Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 
This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern  se¬ 
ries.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


The  United  States  Clad 
Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of 
silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and 
dates..  174  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


Photogradc 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  224  pages,  illustrated. 
^  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  Lisi  SlO.vs 


The  Standard  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands  of 
different  tokens.  824  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  SB  BRU-724)  list  So  00 
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